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THOUGHT THE OUTSPOKEN FORMER DEAD KENNEDY 
WAS A ONE-TRICK PONY? NAH— TURNS OUT HE CAN 
PEE AND HANDLE AN INTERVIEW AT THE SAME TIME! 
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CJSh WEEDS A NEW 
MORNING SHOW 


WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH A 900-WATT 
FM TRANSMITTER AND A POTENTIAL AUDI- 
ENCE OF ONE MILLION PEOPLE ON AN ECLEC- 
TIG MUSIC MORNING SHOW (7- 9 AMI? 
SUBMIT YOUR ONE PAGE WRITTEN PRO- 
POSAL TO DRICHEL@CUSR.COM BEFORE 4 
PM ON THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH. TELL US 
ABOUT THE MUSIC YOU'D PLAY AND YOUR 
VISION. BROADCAST EXPERIENCE NOT NEC- 
ESSARY. DETAILS ON CJSR.COM 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so we 
can pretty much guarantee that there's a 
typo, grammatical error or some other boo- 
boo in this issue. The first several people 
(rather arbitrarily chosen) to send an e-mail 
to carolyn@vueweekly.com detailing such 
a find win their pick from the astoundingly 
horrible pile of CDs in our offices. At last 
count, we had about 300 discs. 

Last week, we complained that no one 
reported a single error in the previous 
issue. You rose to the challenge and then 
some: at least 15 people (Marie Sedivy, 
Lillian Gregory, Leah Brochu, Grant Run- 
dle, Paul Schneider, Assaad Bachaalani, 
Teresa Simonsmeier, Shawn Zinyk, Mike 
Sagert, Randy Russell, Mike G, Caroline 
MacDonald, Greg Kirstiuk, 2nd Lieut. 
Laura Harper, and Darryl Lunney) had 
spotted "errors"—some of which were 
actually fine English, but we're just happy 
you're reading. 
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to save lives. 
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IVUEPOINT - 


With US in decline, Canada 
must step up pot economy 


BRENDAN PROCE / brendan@vueweekly.com 
unter S Thompson called it The American Century: unsurpassed industri- 
Н: in the first half of the 20th century combined with rapid societal 
adoption of the new industrial regime bred a bolder, richer American 
people that led their country to prosperity through the close of the millennium. 

No matter the long-term outcome of the American empire, there is little 
doubt that its golden years have passed. Their oil’s almost gone, they're get- 
ting attacked on their own land by an enemy they can't even identify-and 
they're despised by most of the world. 

It took an eternity for the US to reopen its borders to our beef, and this soft- 
wood-lumber issue is making some people question American motives: in 
their country's time of decline, is the Bush administration simply trying to keep 
us in line? If so, should we act on it? Can we? 

We ignore one of Canada's most potentially profitable resources. Do you 
know how much marijuana there is in this country? (Maybe $8.5 billion worth 
annually, by one estimate.) Do you have any idea the windfalls that the gov- 
emment would reap if it regulated the industry and charged even a one-per- 
cent tax? There are a lot of hospital beds at stake here. 

Stephen Harper's announcement this week that pot won't be legalized after 
all is a huge financial error. Forget the push to legalize pot based on its rela- 
tive harmlessness. Think of it in terms of a taxable resource. That shouldn't be 
so far off—we’ve already got cigarettes, liquor and fast food. 

Canada is stunting its growth by prohibiting pot. Inject marijuana-related 
income into our GDP and we'll not only be richer, we'll gain respect. 

Regulating marijuana is a point of national pride. The industry already exists 
and will continue to exist whether the government dips in or not. In addition 
to the prosperity a pot market would bring, squabbles over incidentals like 
softwood lumber and beef would fade in view of Canada’s new mega-industry. 

China is the current frontrunner for the 21st century's most influential 
nation. With oilsands revenues complemented by our established democracy 
and rule of law, Canada won't be far behind. = 

We're not even playing our best cards yet. w 
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IN THIS CRAZY MULTIMEDIA WORLD, 
SOME WEEKS YOU GET REAL LETTERS 
AND SOME WEEKS YOU JUST GET 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHEESECAKE 


ASTRID BLODGETT AND HERB TAYLOR 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whether critical or 
complimentary. Send your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 
10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by fax 
(780.426.2889) or by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). 
Preference is given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for length and clarity. 


SWEEKINY 


APR 6 - 12, 2006 


VUEPOINT 


Dairy State 
voters urge 
Irag pull-out 


2 DEMOCRACY 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
oters in 24 communities across the US state of 
\ j Wisconsin voted Apr 4 in favour of the imme- 
diate withdrawal of US troops from Iraq. 

Differently worded referenda calling for the return 
of troops were placed on the ballot in 32 communities 
in the state. Voters also decided mayoral races and 
contests for school and county boards. 

While the results are not binding on US policy, 
organizers from the Wisconsin Network for Peace and 
Justice, which supported the referendums, say that the 
results send a strong message as the Nov US mid- 
term elections approach. 

“They have seven months to listen to us, to the vot- 
ers and to do the right thing,” spokesperson Rachel 
Friedman told the Associated Press. 

Voters in eight communities rejected the idea, and 
opponents point out that many passed only by small 
margins, showing voters are still divided on the 
issue. 

The ballot in the community of Evansville also 
included a referendum statement urging support for 
US president Bush, which was rejected at the same 
time voters favoured troop withdrawal. w 


ics 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
ommunity activists say the city of 
Edmonton's priorities are "backwards" in 
the drive to redevelop Edmonton’s low- 
income downtown east—putting density, parks, 
and traffic redesign ahead of the people who 
already live there. 
City planners engaged high-profile architect 
Don Stastny, one of the men responsible for the 
controversial Churchill Square redesign, to guide 
the redevelopment process. 
_ The area—between 92 and 97 Streets, from 
103A Avenue to the top of the river valley—was 
termed an “open palette” by the city, and “fallow, 
‘fertile ground" by Stastny. 
Both representations of the downtown east 
met with fierce resistance at the initial consulta- 
Чоп meeting, says Charlie Richmond, the urban 
sues campaign coordinator the the Sierra Club's 
rairie chapter. 
p Initially, the city appeared not have a plan to 
discuss the people who currently live in the area— 
frameworks for the “preferred vision" all dealt 
vith buildings, traffic pattems, and physical space. 
At the first available opportunity, Richmond 
к pressed his concerns at the open mic. 
. "This area is anything but fallow—2 400 people 
live there. There's people who shop there, and 
e who have businesses there. There's a 
unity that already exists, but that wasn't 
ected in the city's thinking. The room went 
solutely silent," Richmond says. 
The "open palette" reference on the city's web- 
as since been taken down, and Stastny 


will leave poor 
out in the cold, 
community fears 


SIN THE HOOD 


apologized for the "fallow" remark. 

Richmond says the first two community con- 
sultation meetings—an open-mic town hal! on 
Feb 2 and another in workshop format on Mar 
8—were notable for how little thought the city 
had given to the people who actually live in 
Edmonton's downtown east. 

“It was absolutely incredible to me. The advi- 
sory committee was made up of three politicians, 
three city bureaucrats, one developer and a real- 
estate agent. Not one of those people actually 
lives in the downtown east. 

"You can be darn sure that if we were talking 
about the redevelopment of Old Glenora [one of 
Edmonton's wealthier districts], there would be 
at least one actual resident on the committee." 


CITY PLANNER Bob caldwell, who is leading the 
project, says the administration and councillors 
learned from their mistakes in February. 

“We responded to concerns by recruiting two 
residents to sit on the committee. [We also heard 
that] we have to be careful on how we do things 
and the housing those people need ... and also 
concerns about issues like prostitution and peo- 
ple with addictions problems. Those things 
remain as issues. 

"But we also had a huge group of people from 
the development side who showed interest. ... In 


ТҮШҮ? 


RENE: HOT 


general, there is a lot of optimism about what can 
be done in the area.” 

Caldwell also says the current process is about 
the future, not the present—the first town-hall 
meeting, he says, was more of a “venting ses- 
sion” dealing with “current issues, rather than 
looking to the future.” 


AMBER DEAN, a U of A PhD student specializing 
in representations of Vancouver's missing and 
murdered women, was surprised when she over 
heard a Global news anchor refer to the area as 
the "downtown eastside." 

Dean says that's "a very convenient naming of 
the neighborhood. It conjures up all sorts of 
meanings, drawing on the downtown eastside in 
Vancouver. 

"Everyone knows there have been problems 
there, and there's no need to elaborate. It sort of 
justifies the rationale for ‘cleaning it up'—whatev- 
er that might mean in terms of removing people." 

Edmonton's porn shops and parking lots don't 
garner national headlines like Vancouver's 
downtown eastside, but our downtown east is 
also the site of urban Alberta's most grinding 
poverty: homelessness, addictions, and the 
greatest concentration of sex workers 

"In the community action plan,” Dean says, 
"the only discussion of community issues is in 
policing and ‘removal of offensive activities.’ 
Beyond that, there doesn't seem to be much 
interest in making sure there's a place for the 
people who already live there." 

Most of the community's concerns centre 


around housing. If history's any lesson, these 
fears are real: for four decades, large North 
American cities have attempted "revitalization"— 
which often means bulldozing slums to make 
way for higher-end housing 

The process pushes the poor out and brings 
well-heeled property owners in. It's a boon for 
city tax collectors and condo developers, but 
leaves the poor looking outside the community 
they call home for an affordable place to live 


SHAUNA HOHENDORFF, spokesperson for Kindred 
House, a safe house for sex-trade workers, says 
that she’s all for revitalization, as are her clients 

“Everyone would rather have a park than a 
parking lot, dont get me wrong. But what I want 
to see is inclusivity and broad-mindedness for the 
people who already live there,” Hohendorff says 

"I'm all for prettying the place up as long as 
there are places for [existing residents] to live at 
the end of the day.” 

Caldwell says the city is committed to afford- 
able housing in its revitalization plans, and to 
ensuring the 2 400 residents of downtown east 
have access to housing that’s priced “as closely 
as possible” to the residences that currently exist 
in the area 

The next public meeting on downtown east 
revitalization will be at 7 pm on Apr 12 at City 
Hall. The city says the public consultations will 
inform the “preferred vision” for the area. 

Once the public consultations wrap up next 
week, the city will meet privately with developers 
to assemble a plan for council's ratification. w 
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BRENDAN PROCE / brendan@vueweokly.com 
| fter four years of legal wran- 
gling, the Sierra Legal Defence 
Fund is attempting a last-ditch 
challenge of the Fort Hills Oilsands 
Project in front of the Supreme Court. 

Sierra—no relation to the Sierra 
Club—argues that an earlier ruling by 
a lower court which gave the project 
the go-ahead sets a dangerous prece- 
dent for the way environmental 
impact studies of major projects are 
carried out in Canada. 

"If the Fort Hills project is not prop- 
erly studied, we will see an even 
greater degradation of the environ- 
ment in Northern Alberta," said 
Martha Kostuch of the Prairies Acid 
Rain Coalition, one of four organiza- 
tions represented in the challenge. 

On Aug 30, 2000, TrueNorth (now 
Petro-Canada) announced its plans 
for an open-pit oilsands mine about 
90 kilometres north of Fort McMurray. 
Part of the plan involved destroying 
Fort Creek, a fish-bearing stream run- 
ning through the area. 

As required, the federal Depart- 
ment of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) 
was brought in to carry out an envi- 
ronmental impact assessment on the 
project before granting permission for 
the project to get underway. 

The DFO is responsible for enforc- 
ing the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA). The act was 
written to protect natural ecosystems 
from the impacts of major industrial 
development. 

However, the DFO interpreted the 
CEAA as saying that it was only 
required to perform its environmental 
assessment on the part of the project 
that would cause "harmful alteration, 
disruption, or destruction of fish habi- 
tat" under the Fisheries Act. 

The DFO argues that by performing 
an environmental assessment of the 
Fort Creek portion of the project—but 
not nearby areas—it fulfilled its 
responsibilities under the act. It there- 
fore ignored the other potential 
impacts of the development. 


THE ENVIRONMENTAL organizations 
involved in the challenge are con- 
cerned that the decision by the DFO to 
study only the impact on the creek 
will lead to poor environmental deci- 
sion-making. 

They charge that the DFO will be 
unable to effectively study or mitigate 
the project's negative impacts on air 
and water quality, given the limited 
scope of the study. 

In addition to the impacts on Fort 
Creek, the project will also destroy 
half of a wetland serving as critical 
migratory bird habitat and will threat- 
en fish in the Athabasca River, the 


-groups claim. 


"DFO must stop trying to evade its 


say dead fish aren't 
the only problem 
with oilsands project 


= ENVIRONMENT 


environmental-assessment responsi 
bilities," Kostuch said. 

Sierra's previous attempts to over- 
turn the DFO's decision in federa] 
courts have failed, and now it's trying 
to go to the Supreme Court to force 4 
more comprehensive review. The; 
want litigation to force a comprehen. 
Sive environmental assessment of the 
entire area—but the Supreme Cou 
hasn't yet decided whether it will hear 
the case. 

"The CEAA is one of Canada's most 
important environmental laws," Sierra 
attorney Sean Nixon said in a state- 
ment, "especially when you consider 
that Alberta oilsands are the largest 
single contributor to Canada's 
increasing greenhouse-gas emis- 
sions.” 


THE 10 000-НЕСТАВЕ Fort Hills lease 


holds an estimated 2.8 billion barrels 
of economically recoverable bitumen 
(oily sand) using today's technologies, 
and has a production life of approxi- 
mately 40 years. Production went 
online in 2005. 

In a Nov 2002 letter, Natural 
Resources Canada agreed that the 
DFO had full discretion under the 
CEAA to determine the scope of its 


environmental-assessment activities, 


though it had no opinion on the scope 
that the DFO assumed. 

Environment Canada, in a letter 
dated Oct 8, 2002, recommended that 
the scope of the DFO's assessment 
include TrueNorth's entire project 
Two other involved federal depart- 
ments, Health Canada and Park: 
Canada, agreed with the DFO's deci- 
sion on the scope of the assessment 

"DFO's 'study no evil, see no evil' 
approach to environmental assess- 
ment fails to protect the public inter- 
est," said Dan Woynillowicz of the 
Pembina Institute in a statement: "The 
impact this case could have on future 
generations is undeniable." 

In its unsuccessful 2004 appeal to 
the federal court, the Sierra Legal 
Defence Fund contended that the 
DFO' decision "defines the project as 
something other than what it obvi- 
ously is." 

"The DFO took an oilsands mine 
and declared it a creek-destruction 
project, allowing it to avoid a full fed- 
eral environmental assessment of the 
entire project,” said Myles Kitagawa. 
the director of the Toxics Watch Soci- 
ety, in 2005. 

A Petro-Canada spokesperson has 
indicated that the company will “rig 
orously defend the previous court rul- 
ing,” if the Supreme Court decides t0 
hear the appeal. w j 


of A students wrap up Third Way public forums 


NNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 

s the provincial government 

concludes its month-long 

! consultation process on its 

roposed Third Way health-care 

"reforms, students at the U of A have 

also wrapped up their series of 
" forums on the issue. 


a HEALTH CARE 


The Campus Coalition for Public 
Health, a working group of the univer- 
sity-based Alberta Public Interest 
Research Group, held four public 


ig 
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forums on different aspects of the 
health-care system. 

Health-care professionals, academ- 
ics and policy analysts participated in 
the panel discussions, which were 
also attended by opposition party 
members. 

The Conservatives declined to 


"Virgin Mobile" and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin 


send a representative to any of the 
meetings. 

"Students have a big stake in the 
future of health care," CCPH 
spokesperson Colin Piquette says. 

"Private insurance increases costs 
for institutions like universities, as the 
insurance gap will have to be filled by 


employer benefit plans for professors, 
non-academic staff, and graduate stu- 
dents. That will put pressure on insti- 
tutional budgets. If the last 20 years 
are any indication, the first place 
cash-strapped universities go for extra 
funds is students, through tuition 
hikes," he says. w 
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SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
nvironmental groups have 
Ес the new Conservative 
government of undermining 
initiatives aimed at curbing climate 
change. 

Some groups working on promot- 
ing the federal government's One 
Tonne Challenge received notices 
from Environment Canada stating 
that as of Apr 1 there was no budget 
to continue funding their activities. 

The program, popularized by 
comedian Rick Mercer, encourages 
Canadians to make individual reduc- 
tions in greenhouse gas emissions as 
part of Canada’s commitments under 
the Kyoto Protocol. 

Officials from Environment Cana- 
da say the alarm is unfounded—sim- 
ply a delay in confirming funding for 
the new fiscal year, which started 
Apr 1. They blame the holdup on the 
change in government and an audit 
being conducted on all climate 
change programs. 

The Sierra Club of Canada, howev- 
er, accused the Conservatives of “a 
stealth campaign against action on 
climate change.” They claim that all 
programs under the federal Action 
Plan 2000 have not been renewed and 
that Natural Resources Canada has 
begun to lay off staff. 

The government denies any layoffs 
and says that requests for future fund- 
ing will go to the cabinet next week 
and that an announcement on fund- 
ing will happen soon after. v 
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F-f-f-f-fuck it; по matter how cold it 
gets, I'm not going back downstairs into 
the warm womb of the Black Dog. 

Just a couple minutes ago, | was 
proudly glowing on about the marvelous 
spring-mania of Edmonites, how the 
Minute the mercury (or coiled bi-metal, 
or red-tinted alcohol) gives double-digits 
a kiss on the cheek, we squeeze our 
fishbelly winterflab into beachwear and 
pretend it's summer. 

I'm not going to swallow that pride 
just because the sun's gone behind a 
few clouds (and the horizon). I've put in 
the screen door, I've washed my Cuban 
and Hawaiian (Tahitian, actually) shirts 
and I've switched seasonal beers (Lucky 
rather than Bowen Island, 'cause the 
can's lighter-colored, right?) ... it's sum- 
mer, damn it, and if my core body tem- 
perature can't deal with it, that's just 
too freezin' bad. 

See, this kind of guns-sticking is part 
of my new "What Would Ralph Do?" 
policy, a sort of personal alternative 
Klein Legacy. Since | haven't yet filed 
my taxes for '04, | haven't been able to 
drink up the Legacy everyone else has 
been swilling, so | had to come up with 
a tribute that didn't cost any money, and 
what could be a more fitting tribute to. 
The King than becoming a stubborn con- 
servative? 
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Dow Presents: 


You whining libs ought to try it some- 
time; it’s really easy, especially when 
you've got enough cash lying around to 
handle almost any problem—any prob- 
lem that can’t be shot, shoveled and 
shut-up about—by cutting it a check 
and telling it to solve itself. 


WHAT WERE WE talking about? Oh, 
yeah ... seasonal weather. As a lazy 
columnist, this is one of a my favorite 
weeks in the year, the others being the 
first week | see a pretty girl in a cozy 
earth-toned wool sweater, the first 
week | freeze my ass off, and the first 
week | sleep naked in a hammock 
because my west-facing bedroom’s hot 
enough to braise lamb. 

| feel a little awkward about it this 
year, though, since Ralph's victory lap 
was cut short. Walking through the 
valley with my new pals Henry and 
Martha, | couldn't admire the balmy 
browns of spring without reminding 
myself that the premier was sitting 
(fun factoid: in private, Ralph never 
stands) somewhere even balmier and 
browner considering, as they say, his 
options. 

I'm not talking about his options vis- 
à-vis leaving office; there were no 
options there, ever. His good lady wife 
and whoever else can shriek all they 
want about shadowy forces and betray- 
al and backstabbing, but not even Big 
Dinner has enough malevolent psychic 
mojo to mass-hypnotize a convention- 
load of conservatives into pulling out 
the knives against their will. 


The writing was on the wall, and we 
all know the premier can read: how else 
could he plagiarize? | just feel bad he 
got cashiered before he could fully fluff 
up his private-hospital featherbed 


NO, THE OPTIONS rm talking about are 
the ones familiar to anybody who truly 
enjoys the good things God's Green can 
provide. That is to say, beer or wine or 
perhaps the Third Way: hard liquor 
Returning to severely normal Henry- 
hood, out of the eye of the public and a 
gotcha-playing media that just loves to 
blow something like a limousine-driven 
drunken tirade against a couple of bums 
all out of proportion, Ralph will soon be 
free to enjoy as many glasses of wine 
with as many dinners for as many days 
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The Ultimate Night Out! 
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in a row as he likes 

The only time he'll have to climb b 
on any kind of wagon g 
on Stampede hayrides, and even ti 
nobody—nobody right-thinking 
tut-tut when he pulls a mickey f 
under Colleen's bonnet and has a little 
nip or 20. 

| mean, when a man’s given so much 
to the people of this province, doesn't 
he deserve a drink in his dotage? For 
Pete's sake, people! 

I'm raising an unopened can of Lucky 
| found under the couch, Ralph; | was a 
nervous virgin and a social drinker when 
you first brought your smile and style to 
The Office, and now I'm a confident 
drunk who's been fucked for 12 years 
Here's to you, my liege! w 
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'5 not dead, it's just speaking 


NARY A GUITAR IN SIGHT, BUT OUTSPOKEN PUNK ICON JELLO BIAFRA KEEPS 


PACKING HOUSES 


ROSS MOROZ / mss@vueweekly.com 

ove him or hate him (and there 
are certainly a great many peo- 
ple in both camps), Jello Biafra 
cannot be ignored, if not for the 
cogency of his views then because of 
the persistence and confidence with 
which he continues to dispel them. 

The former frontman of seminal 
San Francisco punk band Dead 
Kennedys has spent the last two 
decades spreading his anti-corporate 
message through a seemingly endless 
series of speaking tours, the most 
recent incarnation of which will touch 
down in Edmonton this week. 

After countless attempts to reach the 
self-proclaimed anarchist (and several 
listens to his characteristically long- 
winded outgoing message), Vue finally 
got ahold of Biafra for a short chat. 


WEWERKIY So now's a good time, then? 
JELLO BAMA Kind of. I really have to рее, 
so let's make this quick. 


VW Um, OK. You've been doing this 
"spoken word" thing almost longer than 
you were in the Dead Kennedys. Do 
people associate you more with your 
speaking than with your old band now? 
JB It depends on the person, I suppose. 
1 don't really know, actually; I've never 
researched it. I just do what I do. 


WW Do you find it's a better way to get 
the same message across, then? 

JB It gets it across more in-depth. 
Hopefully people show up expecting 
brain food instead of a get-drunk-and- 
jump-off-the-stage kind of evening. 


W During the time you've been giving 
these talks, the kinds of problems 
you're talking about seem to have got- 
ten worse ... 

JB In what way? 


VW Well, the Republicans have been 
running the show for a while now ... 

4B Correction: corporations run the 
show, and they have two parties that 
they control who pretend to oppose 
each other. But yes, the level of cor- 
porate control of politics has 
increased exponentially, if that’s what 
you mean. 


WW Jf it's that much worse, do you find 
that people are that much more aware 
of it now than they used to be? 

JB Corporations have the money and 
the power to be able to do things 
behind people's backs. However, 
being as greedy as they are, they have 
a habit of going too far, and then peo- 
ple notice, and that's starting to hap- 
pen now. 


WW But if we're at that point, why are 
Americans still voting for people like 
George W Bush? 

JB Look at the end of the Vietnam War 
and the civil-rights movement and the 
rise of women's rights and gay rights 
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and the environmental movement. 
None of those gains were handed to 
us by Democrats riding in on a white 
horse to save the day. It was just cor- 
porate-controlled politicians caving in 
to intense, relentless public pressure. 


WW But those are all historical examples. 
JB I think all that still goes, though. 
Right now there isn't one world 
superpower, there's two: there's the 
United Snakes government, and 
there's global public opinion, which 
refuses to go away. 


WW Yeah, but the anti-war protests that 
have happened in response to the Iraq 
War pale in comparison to the Vietnam 
War opposition. 

JB Well, it’s a lot better organized and 
a lot larger than it was during the 
same period of the Vietnam War. 


W So do you think it is just a matter of 
time? 

JB The more that soldiers come home 
in body bags, and the more that peo- 
ple can't afford to put food on the 
table because of how much the war is 
costing, the madder they're going to 
get. And both branches of the Republ- 
icrat party are offering no way out. 


W Good point: why haven't the Democ- 
rats capitalized on anti-war sentiment? 
JB Their excuse is that "mainstream 
America" supports the war, but opin- 
ion poll after opinion poll—even the 
ones with an overt right-wing bias— 
are now showing that a majority of 
Americans oppose the war. 

Both parties are deliberately out of 
touch with the mainstream, and it's 
because the Democrats, too, are dom- 
inated by old money and wealth that 
wants to preserve and enrich old 
money and wealth. They only pretend 
to oppose each other. 


W Aren't most of the things you're talk- 
ing about just flaws of the two-party 
system, though? 

JB That's a major part of the problem, 
although the one party threatening 
the status quo in our own small way 
is the Green Party. But isn't it weird 
that Democrats have spent more time 
and energy trying to get rid of the 
Green Party than they have fighting 
the Republicans? 

It wasn't the Republicans who 
redrew all the legislative districts in 
Maine just to keep one Green guy 
out—it was the Democrats. They call 
themselves the Democratic Party but 
they have no more interest in democ- 
racy than Dick Cheney. 


W Considering your level of disillusion- 
ment with American politics, I'm curi- 
ous to hear what your response was lo 
the recent Canadian election. 


J8 What's interesting is that the Ameri- 
can corporate media is so dumbed- 
down that I didn't even know there 
had been a national election in Cana- 
da until yesterday when another inter- 
viewer told me about it. 

Maybe [the outcome] was 
inevitable considering the financial 
scandals that were plaguing the Liber- 
al Party—when people get desperate 
enough for a change, they're willing 
to go for any change. 

Ironically, I suspect a lot of people 
who voted Conservative just to punish 
the Liberals for screwing up so badly 
did it for reasons that would make it 
more logical to vote Green. 


WW Yeah, but our Green Party has its 
own problems. They're often accused of 
being surreptitiously right-wing, for 
example. 

JB In that instance, it might just be 
grumpy old lefties who have never 
had power just splitting hairs. Maybe 
the Greens and the NDP would be a lot 
stronger if all they and all these radical 
parties like the Marijuana Party joined 
together to focus on the same goals. 


VW You're not the first to suggest that 
kind of thing. But wouldn't “uniting the 
left" just create a two-party system? 

4B While the smaller parties ought to 
merge, if I was the more progressive 
arm of the NDP I'd be very reluctant to 
merge with the Liberals. 

Wouldn't it be better for the more 
progressive parties to form a strong 
coalition? Even if they didn't have a 
majority of seats, it would mean that 
neither the Liberals nor the Conserva- 
tives can govern without forming a 
coalition with them 

That's when the tail can start wag- 
ging the dog like the Greens were able 
to do for a time in Germany, for 
instance. I have a funny feeling there'd 
be German troops in Iraq right now if 
the Greens hadn't threatened to walk 
out of Schroeder's coalition over it 


W In light of your old band's name, I'm 
guessing you're one of these people who 
sees the Kennedy assassination as an 
event that really galvanized America and 
opened the door for the suburban '505 to 
become the hippie, radical ’60s. 
JB It was part of it, but it wasn't the 
entire picture. You had great music, 
great drugs, and really ugly political 
issues colliding all at the same time. 
And it wasn't just young people 
who were disillusioned by the 
Kennedy assassinations and the mur- 
der of Martin Luther King. It became 
obvious that the people no longer had 
a say in society's affairs, and people 
sensed that. 


W But how bad does it have to get for 
the same thing to happen now? 

JB It’s happening already. Just look at 
... [Toilet flushes} 


W Was that... ? 
JB Yeah. I guess it turns out I can pee 
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_ Ushers hate Calgary fans, 


girl loves Igor Ulanov, 
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Since our last issue, the Oilers have won 
twice, lost once and outscored their oppo- 
nents 12-5. But they lost 4-1 to Calgary 
last Saturday. That game came in the mid- 
dle of a 4-0 shutout win over the LA Kings 
and a 7-1 laugher over Wayne Gretzky's 
Phoenix Coyotes. There's six games left in 
the regular season and at least four teams 
are a three-game losing streak away from 
missing the playoffs. Yikes. 


$30 000 FINE FOR DRESSING BADLY 
Ushers and security staff at Rexall had 
their hands full last Saturday during the 
eighth and final instalment this season of 
the reinvigorated Battle of Alberta. The 
first period saw two rowdy fans in the 
nosebleed seats given the boot. Three or 
four more twits seated just behind the 
Flames's net were shown the door in the 
second period. The third period saw one 
more fan asked to leave. Coincidentally, 
all these evildoers were sporting bright 
red Flames jerseys. And in what | would 
like to think is related news, the 50/50 
winning number had to be drawn twice. 
The jackpot was a new record, too. DY 
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A L 
BEST. T-SHIRT. EVER! While swimming 


through the crowd at Rexall Place before 
the 4-0 drubbing of LA, | saw a girl wear- 
ing an “I (heart} Igor Ulanov” T-shirt. | 
wanted to ask her about it, but the 
moment was fleeting, as we were sepa 
rated by hundreds of slow-walking, not 
looking-where-they're-going zombies 
Think West Edmonton Mall on Dec 23 
Anyhoo, imagine my joy when, online, | 
found not only a picture of the girl wear- 
ing the shirt, but a picture of the girl 
wearing the shirt and standing next to 
Igor. Truly a thing to behold. For this, and 
all things Igor, | recommend you go to 
igorulanovfanclub.blogspot.com. TB 


IT'S NOT THE BAND I HATE, IT'S THEIR 

Dear fans at the Phoenix game who 
felt some childish need to chant "Comrie 
sucks": | still don't get what part of being a 
sports fan includes being a dick. Get over 
it, you chanting sheep. Mike Comrie chose, 
at the behest of agent Rich Winter, to play 
contract games instead of hockey games 
He didn't want your team's money to play 
hockey in your city. It doesn't mean there is 
anything wrong with you or him. He's not 
your ex-girlfriend. Get over it. Boo him, but 
lose the namecalling. And, by the way. 
shut your pie-hole during the anthems 
That pisses me off too. And take your hat 
off during the anthem. Yes, we will all see 
your bald spot, mullet or combination o 
the two, but it's something sports fans do 
Oh yeah, and the guy in the row in front o 
you with the Calgary/Vancouver/Toron- 
to/Wherever jersey is not a homo or an a- 
hole or a loser. He's just another version o 
you—but with more unfortunate taste in 
hockey teams. If you lived in Calgary/Mon- 
treal/Wherever you'd be dressed exactly 
the same. Hey, TB—talk about something 
positive before | lose it. Wow, | never 
planned to get this angry. That's fun. DY 


SIGN SERGE SOON This Sergei Samsonov 
has got to stay with the Oilers. While 
chalked him up to be no more than a renta 
at first, his point totals with the Oilers апо 
his apparent chemistry with players like 
Hemsky and Smyth on the powerplay and 
Stoll and Torres on his regular shifts make 
me want to see Kevin Lowe find a way t0 
keep the Russian. Mike Peca, on the other 
hand, has just recently started to show his 
value with some gritty work and some 
hard hits. One of these two players, if no! 
both, will probably be playing somewhere 
else next year. TB 
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Bitten by a Marmot, 
now they have the bug 


RT GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
" |" when making ski plans 


during spring break. Long lift 
lines, crowded mountain lodges 
and packed restaurants are not my 
idea of a good time. 
But we had planned this trip to 
_ Marmot Basin for a long time, and 
"for eight of us, this was the best time 
to go, crowds or not. Although our 
friends’ kids are avid boarders, my 
"friends had not been to Marmot in 
18 years and were now making a 
" comeback of sorts. 

| was immediately concerned 
because parking at Jasper's Sawridge 
Hotel was scarce and a crowd milled 
about in the lobby, but I quickly real- 
ized that they were toting hockey 
bags and would not be interfering 
with our fun week because their 
tournament ended that night. 

You can tell we were ready for 
action because the next morning at 
8:45 am, we pulled into the first two 
slopeside spots in one of Marmot's 
parking lots. 

Slopeside parking is a mountain 
luxury only Marmot Basin can boast, 
and for ski teams and picnic types, it 
only takes seconds to ski to and from 
your vehicle. In all, four lots are stag- 
gered up the slopes and there's a T- 
bar that stays open 30 minutes after 
all other lifts close, ensuring good 
access back to your vehicle. We 
came prepared with loaded coolers 
and lawn chairs and considered this 
the ideal spot to set up for the day. 


EARLY SPRING is an interesting time 
of year at Marmot Basin. Either full 
sun-blazing deck action or a late 
winter dump could happen at any 
moment. This morning, there was 
fresh coverage: three centimetres of 
= snow had blanketed the slopes 
Overnight. Since the eight of us 
ranged widely in abilities, we set up 
check-in times and split into teams 
of four. 
\ My team (two skiing dads and two 
| teenage boarders) headed straight 
—— up to Eagles East. Conditions were 
great, and we made fresh tracks on 
Hobbit's Hollow and Easy Street. 
From this vantage point, the terrain 
park jumps looked increasingly invit- 
ing to our boarders, and we soon 
headed up the Paradise Triple. 
Unfortunately, this is where one of 
our group members' ski trips came 
to an early end. After two successful 
trips through the park, the third was 
not so lucky for my friend's daughter 
4 Courtney. 


= МАВМОТ 


Eli Currie from the Marmot patrol 
responded quickly, and soon Court- 
ney was packaged on a sled and 
transferred to the van, only to spend 
the rest of the day in the Jasper hos- 
pital. So much for the great slope- 
side parking spot. 

By I pm, the rest of the team 
headed for the hospital, leaving me 
behind to explore the slopes and 
spend some time with the snow 
grooming staff, an appointment I'd 
set up earlier. 

I ended the day with some friends 
in the Caribou Chalet and caught the 
5 pm bus back to the Sawridge Hotel. 

If you're not doing the picnic 
thing, the bus is definitely a worthy 
mode of transportation, because it's 
simple and drops you off or picks up 
at your hotel front door every hour 
from 8 am until 5 pm. 


THE SECOND DAY WAS much better for 
the group—similar time and parking 
lot, but that didn't matter because 
this was going to be a deck day both 
at the upper and lower chalets. 

The Knob was in great shape. We 
bashed the moguls in the bowl and 
on Party Slope several times. Condi- 
tions even warranted a traverse to 
Charlie's Bowl, whose moguls were 
not as daunting as years past, but 
the steepness still required some 
technique and caution. 

After each of several runs, we 
stopped at the Paradise Chalet to re- 


hydrate and choose our next line. 
Wednesday was much the same, 
but we now had two teenage board- 
ers down and out, and they spent 
their day in the Caribou Chalet. They 
couldn't hit the slopes, but they had 
great seats with a view, a good card 
game and company whenever we 
needed a break from the slopes. 


ON THE FIRST two days, we mostly 
skied the middle of the hill, right 
from the top down, leaving the outer 
edges untouched. But that was 
about to change. What's a trip if you 
don’t explore every run? 

First up were some strong, carv- 
ing s-turns down Kiefers Dream and 
No Show. Then we headed over to 
Eagles East and dropped into Easter 
Alley and Hour Glass. 

The top of Eagles was blessed with 
soft snow, but getting out was not 
quite as nice because Slash was a bit 
icy and sketchy in parts. There were 
bare and icy patches on the lower 
slopes, but they were fairly easily 
avoided and we spent most of our 
time ripping around the upper slopes, 
which were in great condition 

My favourite run is usually High- 
way Sixteen, but not so this trip, 
because Knob Bowl was in such 
great shape. The bumps were not 
overly daunting, which suited my 
style on this trip. 

We had planned to head back 
home by 2 pm, but conditions and 
good times kept us on the slopes 
until 4 pm. Must have been good 
because our friends, the novices, 
immediately started planning their 
next trip. v 


Love a nice view? 
become a groomer 
(hah—good luck!) 


HART BOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ecently I spent an hour in one 
R: Marmot Basin's Bom- 
bardier Snow Cat's, grooming 
the slopes with veteran operator 
Dennis “Gunner” Ireland 

Ireland has been grooming for 20 
years and although the pay will not 
make him rich, he says that after 
everyone has gone home, it’s peace- 
ful, there are no politics and the view 
both day and night is worth every 
trip. 

Groomers work 10-hour shifts 
starting at 4 pm. They used to work 
through the nights, but these new 
shifts allow the operators to do some 
free skiing during the day, which is a 
welcome perk that offsets the low 
wages. 

Snow groomers are used for sev- 
eral reasons. They break up icy 
patches, knock down bumps and 
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moguls and move snow back up the 
slopes after skiers and boarders 
spend the day pushing it down 

Like bulldozers, the blade on the 
front is used for pushing, although 
Ireland must be extremely careful 
going uphill because traction 
becomes an issue. On the back of the 
cat is a tiller whose many blades can 
cut up to 12 centimetres into the 
snow pack. Plastic combs then 
smooth the surface into that familiar 
corduroy finish 

On an average evening, a run like 
Marmot's Highway Sixteen takes 3.5 
hours to groom. Since the resort has 
only five cats and operators, the runs 
follow a schedule—all runs cannot 
be groomed every night. w 


At Sawridge, a safe sleep— 
'cause elk patrol the perimeter 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 


hen heading west into 
Jasper, the first hotel you 
see is the Sawridge Inn 


and Conference Centre. The term 
Conference Centre might deter some 
ski bums from checking it out, but 
winter rates at this hotel are quite 
reasonable 

For barely over $100 per night, it 
comes with all the amenities of a 
luxury hotel. On a recent spring ski- 
ing trip, we had a room with a bal 
cony and a scenic view of the 
Rockies 

The beds were fantastic, the kids 
loved the online video games and 
there was a great selection of 
movies. When ski hill injuries con- 
fined some of our teens to our 
rooms, they managed to ring up 
quite a sizeable movie tab 

For you Internet buffs, there is 
direct Internet access on the TV for 
about $10 per day, and wireless 
Internet in the lobby and meeting 
rooms. I found a business centre 
downstairs, which had a computer 
that allowed me to check my e-mail 
and hockey-pool stats every morning 


а | ACCOMODATION 


for free 

This was followed by a compli- 
mentary hot buffet breakfast with 
plenty of variety: the hotel alternated 
hot dishes daily to add a little variety 
for the picky eaters. For lunch and 
dinner, there's Walter's, serving 
authentic Canadian meals 

Since this was not a weekend trip, 
we missed the Sawridge's Saturday 
evening skiers' buffet, but some 
Aussies told me it was really tasty 

For the aching ski muscles there 
are two hot tubs, a jacuzzi and an 
indoor swimming pool. If you're 
treating your significant other to a 
special time, check out the hotel's 
European Beauty and Wellness Cen- 
ter, which offers fancy massages 
facials and other body treatments 

Although the hotel is near the end 
of town, the walk into Jasper's main 
street only takes a few minutes. The 
walk was scenic in the daytime, but 
a little trickier at night because of the 
herds of elk we encountered. v 
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Tapas and wontons? 
Hand me another, amigo 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ast. week, my wife and I were in 
L Jasper with another couple who 
usually spend their spring 
break on the sunny beaches of Puerto 


Vallarta. 
Just so they wouldn't feel complete- 


ly out of place, 


do a little research before a new 
restaurant experience, but aside from 


"Spanish cuisine" and "Mexican cui- < 


sine," there was little else available on 
my brief web.search. Oh well, at least 
it said Mexican cuisine, and that's 
what we were looking for. 

Located on Patricia Street, right 
next door t6 the Athabasca Hotel, La 
Fiesta was easy to findri don't 
remember seeing it before, but then 
again, I had never been in search of 
Mexican cuisine in Jasper before. 

It's been 20 years since I was in 
Acapulco, but once inside the door, 
La Fiesta brought back memories—it 
was like returning to the real thing. 
The decor had an authentic Mexican 
theme. 

Our wives, who had been craving 
margaritas that day, both commented 
that they preferred ice cubes over 
crushed ice. And the waitress deliv- 
ered, as she immediately offered both 
options in the traditionally long- 
stemmed, saucer-shaped glasses, for 
$6.75. 


OUR FIRST GLANCE at the menu con- 
fused us a bit: paella, Black Angus 
steak, mahi mahi and wontons? 

But the waitress quickly explained 
that after first opening as a Spanish 
restaurant, the menu was expanded 
to include some Mexican dishes and 
further into a fusion style by offering 
Oriental dishes as well. 

(I'm guessing there aren’t enough 
eaters in Jasper for one particular 


; t we'd give _ 
La Fiesta Restaurant a try. I like to 


OPEN MON - SAT UNTIL 9 РМ 
ES | TA FIESTA RESTA 


Ex 
252 | 5W PATRICIA STREET, JASPER 
5 | 700.052.0404 


menu, so something more diverse 
needed to be developed.) 

Our server soon returned with fresh 
bread and three types of butter: 
whipped, garlic and herb. 

We opted for the La Fiesta tapas 
menu, which was oozing Mexican 
dishes, all for under $10. 

Traditionally, tapas are considered 
appetizers only, but the waitress 
assured us that these dishes were 
quite sizeable. Considering this 
advice, my wife and I strayed from the 
main courses and opted for four appe- 
tizers instead. 

We ordered chicken enchilada 
($9.95), veggie enchilada ($8.50), veg- 
gie and cheese quesadilla ($8.50) and 
taco pollo ($9). The enchiladas and 
quesadilla were tasty and plenty size- 
able, just like the waitress had men- 
tioned, but we really hit the jackpot 
with the taco pollo. 

The marinated chicken tenders 
were seasoned with adobe criollo, 
wrapped in a corn tortilla, deep-fried 
and served with chili corn mar- 
malade. This was the best Mexican 
dish I have ever tasted, and since I 
only had one $7 matador (a tequila, 
lime and pineapple juice concoction), 
it wasn't the booze talking. 

While I was savouring, our friends 
across the table were thoroughly 
enjoying a salmon dish that the chef 
had happily substituted for the mahi 
mahi, plus a grilled spinach tortilla 
with crab salad number. 

I asked the waitress about the chef 
and was immediately invited upstairs 
to meet him. 

Ed Sodke introduced himself as 
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both the chef and owner of La Fiesta. I 
learned he first trained for several 
years in Whistler and then moved to 
the Chateau Jasper to continue pursu- 
ing his passion. 

Three years ago, he opened La 
Fiesta, and he's been developing the 
menu ever since. I complimented his 
excellent dishes and headed back 
down to nibble on a few leftovers. 

Each couples’ bill for this outstand- 
ing meal came to $61 before tax and 
tip, and that included several drinks— 
it's a great deal, and I know what I'll 
be eating the next time I head to 
Jasper. 

Our friends were just as pleased, 
and although we weren't in Mexico, 
the experience was quite familiar. w 
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Bed and Breakfast Package! 
| Our best priced package... 
Includes a hearty hot br-akfast to start the day! 


From $575” 


per person per night (Offered until May 15) 


L } | 00* 
4 2 ° 

day package 
Includes: 

One night's accommodation in an atrium type 
room . Hearty Hot Canadian Breakfast. Breakfast 
gratulty. 100 Aeroplan points. 


(Subject to availability - 

Based on double rim - T H E S A W R I D G E 
Taxes apply) INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
(Minimum 2 night stay - Based on double occu- ] A S P E R 


| рапсу - Taxes apply) YOUR NATURAL CHOICE 
| 1-800-661-6427 


WWW.SAWRIDGE.COM 


Hearty Hot Canadian 
days of lift tickets at 


Sa complimentary $25.00 
у. 


ihabasca 


otel 
A Heritage Hotel since 1929 


3 days at Marmot Basin 
for the price of 2 
3 nights at the inn 
РЕ A ice of 2 
for the price of 2 
mplimentary continental 
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1 800 661 1933 


and book. 


Jasper National Park, AB 
Phone: 780-852-4461 

Fax: 780-852-5916 
www.jasperinn.com 

Toll Free Nortb America: 
5 1-800-661-1933 
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LOCAL 
Rabbit Hill - closed 
Snow Valley - closed 


ALBERTA 

Castle Mtn - closed 

Can. Olympic Park - closed 

Fortress - no new snow, 109-112cm base, backside dbl chair now open, 100% open 

Lake Louise - no new snow, 161-213cm base, all 10 lifts and 112/113 runs, open until May 1st 
Marmot Basin - no new snow, 95cm base, all lifts as needed and 83/84 runs, open until May 1st 
Mt. Norquay - no new snow, 118cm base, 100% open, night skiing every Friday 

Nakiska - no new snow, 40-86cm base, 5/6 lifts, terrain and rail parks open, open until April 16th 
Pass Powderkeg - closed 

Sunshine - 2cm new snow, 201cm base, 100% open, Ski-out open 

Tawatinaw - no new snow, 40cm base, 3/4 lifts and 8/10 runs open 


B.C. 
Apex - closed 
Big White - no new snow, 289cm base, 100% open, Spring Fling Apr 7-9 
Fairmont - closed 
Fernie - no new snow, 341cm base, 10 lifts and 107 runs open, closed April 18th 
Kicking Horse - no new snow, 173cm base, 105/106 runs open, closed April 17th 
Kimberley - closed 
Mt. Washington - no new snow, 511cm mid mtn base, 100% open 
Panorama - no new snow, 129cm summit base, 100% open, snowboard park 
and 1/2 pipe open 
Powder King - no new snow, 292cm base 
Powder Springs -closed 
Red Mtn - closed 
Silver Star - no new snow, 230cm base, 100% open 
Sun Peaks - no new snow, 174cm base, 100% open 
Whistler/Blackcomb - no new snow, 290cm base, both Whistler and Black- 
comb 1/2 pipe closed 
Whitewater - closed, reopening Apr 8-9 for Beach Party weekend! 


USA 
Big Mtn - no new snow, 84-328cm base, 5 lifts and 77 runs open, 
closed Apr Sth 

Big Sky - no new snow, 172-303cm base, 100% open 

Crystal Mtn - closed 

49 Degrees - no new snow, 138-400cm base, free until Apr 9th! 
Great Divide Ski Area - may be open until Apr Sth if no rain! 

Lookout Pass - no new snow, 198cm base, 100% open til Apr 9th 

Mt. Spokane - no new snow, 210cm base, free skiing last day 9am til 
noon Apr Sth! 

Schweitzer Mtn - no new snow, 220cm base, 6 lifts and all runs open 
Silver Mtn - no new snow, 193-305cm base, 67 runs open, closed Apr Sth 
Sun Valley - 7.5cm new snow, 153cm base, closed Apr 23rd 
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Cold snow, hot 
water at Panorama 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH / lachlan@vueweekly.com 
he car hugged the narrow, 
| pocked road. The green, open 
water of Toby Creek appeared 
beneath the snow cover on our left, a 
jagged little ditch on our right. Instead 
of low shoulder, try no shoulder. 

In third gear, with healthy RPMs on 
the dashboard, we drove the last 
rolling stretch to Panorama Moun- 
tain Village, 18 kilometres above 
Invermere in British Columbia’s East 
Kootenay interior. 

We took Friday afternoon off, 
packed up our wagon and picked up 
our two-year-old daughter Amanda 
at daycare in Banff. By 4:30 pm, we 
were cutting through the red rock 
chasm and lone tunnel above Radi- 
um, BC. Amanda was very impressed. 
For the remaining half-hour to 
Panorama, she chanted from the 
back seat, “more tunnels!” 

Our Saturday on the mountain 
began with breakfast at the Wildfire 
Grill. My wife, Christy, had read good 
things about the eggs benedict ($11). 
By accident, we slipped through the 
wrong entrance, into the Picnic Mar- 
ket Deli, where I heard the siren call 
of Starbucks' green mermaid. Back 
in the Wildfire Grill, our waitress 
held the talisman of a first impres- 
sion in her hands. And she pulled it 
off—getting us eggs benny when 
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only the breakfast buffet ($12) was 
set, and sneaking me Starbucks from 
next door. 


WITH AMANDA SETTLED at wee was- 


cals daycare, we stepped into our 
bindings. 

The whiteboards that greeted us at 
the base and the top of every chair 
were written with remarkable hon- 
esty. “All runs crusty in the AM!” read 
the shorthand at the top of the Mile 1 
Quad Express. And they were. The 
first run of the day was a shuddering 
succession of turns on icy, crusty, 
hard-groomed grooves of snow. 

But around noon, the sun worked 
its spring-skiing alchemy and we 
began to find softer snow. Higher up 
the mountain, off the Champagne 
Express Quad, the intermediate runs 
Picture Perfect, and especially Skyline, 
were in great shape. This nexus of the 
mountain was the busiest and best 
skiing we found all weekend. 

We expanded our search to take a 
local favourite called Schober’s 
Dream, which, at 3.2 kilometres, is 
one of the longest runs at Panorama 

Coming out of the trees, we 
stopped in a wide-open stretch to 


appreciate the silence and huge 
space of the mountain landscape. 
From here we checked out the 
newer Sun Bowl section of the 
resort. But conditions were truly 
spring-like, with dirt and rocks 
sticking up through the snow, and 
we didn't return. 

At the end of our first day, we 
took the mini-gondola down to the 
lower village, where we found 
essentials at the General Store. We 
dropped off groceries in our cozy 
Tamarack Lodge one-bedroom, 
grabbed our swim trunks and head- 
ed to the slope-side hot pools. 

Juggling a wide-eyed two-year- 
old, we were happy to find a private 
family change room, which made 
things much easier than navigating 
a wet locker room. 

The spacious multi-level, and 
multi-temperature hot pools held 
dozens of people, splashing kids of 
all ages, and families conversing in 
various accents. We chatted with a 
soft-spoken English couple, a Ger- 
man-Canadian mother and daugh- 
ter, and a friendly American couple 
in the sauna, who asked with a 
twang, “are you Club Intrawest?” 


PANORAMAS UNCROWDED nature is 


what immediately struck me, 
despite the cluster of existing lodges 
and under construction condos. 

Laid-back is how Christy put it— 
“the staff seemed really relaxed.” 
And the idea of smaller-by-design 
works in the village itself, where 
high-density accommodation is 
closely clustered with attractions 
and dining options. 

Besides the downhill, Panorama 


offers heli-skiing, snowshoeing, 
snowmobiling, horse-drawn wagon 
rides, an interpretive wolf centre, 
and a Nordic Centre with more than 
20 kilometres of classic cross-coun- 
try and skating trails. 

This April, you can enjoy 54-40 
and their catchy catalogue of three- 
chord rock on the Great Hall Deck 
(Sat, Apr 8), part of the annual 
Panorama Sunpit Safari. 

On Sun, we stepped out of our 
lodging into a brilliant blue-sky day 
Christy and I took to the mountain 
with the verve of new parents who 
know they are on their last ski trip 
of the winter. 

With a couple hours behind us, 
the number of runs we'd blasted 
down a blur, we returned to the 
Summit Hut for a breather. The 
high-altitude cuisine (we were at 
2 400 metres) was tasty and afford- 
able. Friendly and slightly cabin- 
crazed staff served beef stir fry ($7) 
in large snow cone cups, while the 
veggie burger ($6) came with melt- 
ed cheese and juicy onions. 

We shared our table in the Sum- 
mit Hut with an older couple who I 
had bumped into earlier in our 
lodge. Their grown children sat 
down across from them. Father and 
son discussed avalanche equipment 
as they prepared to head into the 
double-black diamond Taynton 
Bowl or Extreme Dream Zone, 
while the mother held her cappucci- 
no between both hands. 

She turned to Christy and said: 
“to be content in life, that’s what is 
really important.” We smiled and 
instinctively agreed. Then in silence 
we all drank up. V 


Spring Skiing ain't just business as usual 


SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
skitips@vueweekly.com 


SKIING 


There are several ideas to keep in mind 


when you head up for a glorious spring - 


skiing trip. They fall into two basic cate- 
gories: equipment and technique. 

By equipment | mean everything from 
the top of your head to the base of your 
skis. Choice of clothing is very important 
as the temperature on a spring day can 
swing from downright cold to baking heat. 

Obviously layering is important, but 
the difference from a regular winter day 
is the base layer. | cringe when | see a 
half-naked skier bound for a third- 
degree, skin-ripping fall. | have seen skin 
removed to the bone from falls on spring 
snow, and it's far worse in the morning 
when the refrozen slush from the previ- 
ous day is waiting with razor-sharp ice 


crystals ready to rip flesh like a cheese 
grater. Full sleeves that have a tight 
wrist are the best. Man-made fibres are 
prone to burn from friction in a fall, so 
wool and cotton work best. 


IF YOU WANT TO TAN, don’t! Continuing 
on skin protection, sunscreens are a 
given. The higher the SPF the better. | 
don't want to scare people away, but | 
have witnessed some terrible burns from 
only a couple of hours of exposure. 
Smear up all exposed skin heavily! Wear 
a hat—scalp burns are painful. UV rays 
are much more intense as a result of 
light reflection and elevation. It may not 
seem like you are getting many rays on a 
cloudy day, but that's not so. 

Keep on your gloves. Take a light pair. 
| love the "mechanics gloves” they sell at 
Home Depot and Canadian Tire. They are 
great for skiing, biking, and all sorts of 
activities. 

Spring poses some interesting chal- 


lenges for technique. A typical spring day 
will give you a host of different snow 
conditions from ice to slush. 

Early in the day when it's icy, don't 
lean over in your turns. Keep centered so 
if your skis slide out from under you, your 
body will travel down the hill with your 
skis. If you are "banking" your turns, your 
skis will blow out from under you. 

As the day progresses, the snow 
becomes heavier. You will naturally 
become more fatigued, and mistakes like 
sitting back and twisting your upper body 
will creep into your skiing. This the most 
likely time for injuries in your entire ski- 
ing career. Heavy saow, tired muscles, 
and forced turns car. result in slow twist- 

ing falls that can hurt you 

Pace yourself. Heavy snow often 
requires more strength and consequently 
tires you more quickly. When I'm going up 
for several days, | don't always get to the 
hill all that early. The best snow is usual- 
ly found between 11 am and 2 pm. w 
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Before, during and after... 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
hese days, everything is big on 
| the west end, from the semi 
trucks to the boxed stores. 
Amid the depressing array of chain 
restaurants, you'll find Zambelli's 

Formerly on Bourbon Street in West 
Edmonton Mall, the relocated all-pur- 
pose family restaurant occupies its 
own larger-than-life corner of the 
west end. It is the kind of place where 
parents can take their unruly kids and 
have the ensuing melee be all good. 

It was reasonably busy for 6 pm on 
a Wednesday, but you'd never know 
it. Tired-looking suburban Boomers 
occupied about 10 tables, but the din- 
ing room accommodated at least 40. 
It seemed like tumbleweeds were 
going to blow through any minute. 

That's not to say that the décor 
lacked anything. The owner, who was 
drifting around that evening, didn't 
chintz on the solid wood tables and 
chairs. The open ceiling, impressively 
stocked bar, and Latin guitar playing 
in the background was all tasteful. 
The lights were dimmed without 
being creepy, and the big screens that 
dominated the adjacent sports bar 
were out of sight and inaudible. 

My sister, her partner and her best 
friend all arrived late, laughing at the 
promotional cardboard cowboy cut- 
outs I had missed at the entrance. I 
wondered if the PR flacks at Alberta 
Beef would put out new gay cowboy 
stand-ups now that Brokeback Moun- 
lain is such a hit. 

Zambelli's menu was basic. Some- 
times it bordered on insipid. The pub- 
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ZAMBELLI'S PRIME RIB 


STEAK & PIZZA 
1185 STONY PLAIN ROAD 
ШИП 


FAMIE 


food appetizer selection was a yawn- 
inducing array of zucchini and cheese 
sticks. We opted for the escargots 
($10.99), the only mildly risqué item in 
the section. Deep-fried calamari 
($12.99) sounded like a good idea, too, 
so we threw it in for good measure. 

Zambelli's menu was also massive. 
It entered noodle-house mondo-menu 
territory with assorted pastas, pizzas, 
chicken dishes, Italian loaves, all the 
traditional sandwich offerings, a 
Greek section with spanakopita and 
souvlaki, plus seafood, steak, and 
prime rib. Someone complained that 
there was no chicken cordon bleu, but 
it seemed ridiculous to point out 
omissions. 


EVENTUALLY | CHOSE a rack of BBQ 
spareribs ($18.99), while the best 
friend picked grilled salmon with 
mushroom sauce ($16.95). My sister 
selected the beef souvlaki ($14.99), 
and her beau went all-out with the 
14-ounce prime rib ($18.95). I was 
impressed at the extent to which my 
sister and her boyfriend, former vege- 
tarians, had fallen off the wagon. 
Zambelli's is an unpretentious 
place: the atmosphere inspired some 
of the most trivial—yet ab-workout 
hilarious—conversations the four of 
us have had in a long time, Sipping 


Zambelli's busting bellies with 
laughter and serving sizes 


Caesars and Singapore Slings ($5.95 
each), we speculated on Rick Mercer's 
sexuality and placed wagers on a 
Canadian TV boxing match between 
Ben Mulroney and Canada AM's Sea 
mus O'Shea. 

"Yeah! So they can fight in kilts!" 
added my sister. That girl is sharp 

The escargots arrived soft and 
fresh, not chewy at all, bathed in 
splendid little pots of sinful butter 
garlic, and salty spices. 

The calamari was real squid, tenta- 
cles and all, not the pre-fab rubbe: 
rings some restaurants try to pass ol! 
as food. My sister claimed, based on 
years in the service industry, that the 
tentacles and the softness meant they 
cut it that morning. 

The light breading and heaping 
plateful didn't hurt the calamari's pop- 
ularity. The only disappointment was 
running out of tzatziki, which was 
thick and flavourful, with chunks o! 
cucumber. This was another nice 
change from the watery weirdness 
some Greek chain restaurants are 
trotting out these days. 


THE MAIN COURSE arrived quickly— 
too fast to remember to order wine 
ahead of time. We nonetheless com- 
mandeered a bottle of Greek Demest- 
ca house red ($27.00) which arrived, 
to my horror, with a screw top 
However, they gave us a full litre, 
and it was actually drinkable—a light, 
see-through red with an easy finish 
At the unassuming, down-to-earth 
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last-minute opportunity to 
cooking class with local 
u Gail Hall and I jumped at 
Basics II from the Sea- 
olutions' Loft Cooking 
| promised “lots of good food 
e." What better way to spend 
ay afternoon than learning to 
Italian and French dishes? 
ail Hall is a legend in Edmonton's 
linary scene with good reason. She 

s cooked since childhood; she con- 
iued as a hobby while she attended 
niversity and worked for the govern- 
. Cooking was her release after a 
rd day at the office. Hall began 
tering in 1985, preparing food in 
istomers' own homes, until the 
ine-laden evening when she con- 
ived of Gourmet Goodies. She ran 
award-winning catering company 
id cooking school for 18 years. 
rrently, Hall has her fingers in 
мега pots (both literally and figura- 
ely), Not only does Hall teach cook- 
g classes in her own home, she also 
insults for the Alberta government 
well as the agriculture, food, and 
yspitality industries. She is an avid 
iod activist in the Slow Food move- 
lent and leads several international 
ulinary tours where she guides 
Nients to "learn about a culture 
hrough their food." 


ARRIVED AT Gail and John Hall's 
eautiful, open-style downtown loft 
ust in the nick of time. I tied on my 
ipron and joined five other food 
evotees in a glass of Martini Prosec- 
b. We were treated to a history of the 
obogo Lofts, used as a warehouse in 
e 1900s, and still boasting the origi- 
jal scarred maple flooring with Dou- 
las fir posts and beams. 

Class was held in the kitchen, with 
s brick and tile walls, stainless-steel 
ippliances, lit cupboards, and a float- 

g island around which the students 

stered. 

With the gentle hum of downtown 

ivity intermingling with soft back- 
round music, we reviewed our menu 
nd looked through our helpful kits 
ull of recipes, where-to-shop lists, 
ind more. At the same time, we tast- 
id a selection of Alberta cheeses 
е we sipped Prosecco sparkling 
Vines. 

Our menu for the day included pan- 
anella (traditional Italian bread and 
omato salad), an egg soufflé roulade 


WERYTHING 
LOOK FOR IT, OR 


$125 PER PERSON PER CASS 
SEASONED SOLUTIONS’ 
LOFT COOKING SCHOOL 
TAUGHT BY GAL HALL 


GAILHALL@SHAW.CA OR 437.0761 
402, 10249 - 104 STREET 
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(rolled with Italian sausage, potatoes 
and onion), roasted vegetables, green 
beans amandine and cheese blintzes 
(stuffed crepes, Jewish in origin) for 
dessert. 

"It's like a mini-vacation on a Sat- 
urday afternoon!" Hall proclaimed to 
the group, establishing the atmos- 
phere early on. Throughout the 
cheese tasting, wine drinking, and 
eventually the cooking, we were 
treated to anecdotes as well as histor- 
ical and cultural references, all loosely 
based around food. | didn't feel like a 
student sitting at my desk taking 
notes, but more like a party guest 
who learns. 

With my limited cooking experi- 
ence, I was worried that I would be 
out of my league learning recipes 
from a gourmet chef. The last time I 
attempted a complex recipe, I ended 
up frazzled, swearing and bleeding 
from the leg. (Don't ask.) 

I was easily the least experienced 
cook in the crowd: we even had 
another chef taking the class! Gail put 
us all at ease. "Good food takes time," 
she explained, "but it is not difficult." I 
was still skeptical. "It's OK if you try 
something and it falls apart—just put 
a white sauce on it!” 

We started with the crepes for the 
blintzes, each of us taking turns 
swirling batter in the pan. Moving on, 
we tackled chopping the roast vegeta- 
bles and beating eggs for the soufflé 
roulade. 

All the while, we learned about 
knife handling and sharpening, the 
best knives and proper whisking tech- 
niques. Each step of the way, Gail 
educated us on what to look for in 
fresh ingredients, how to store foods 
and how to prepare ingredients to 
bring out the most flavour. 


WITH EACH OF US taking turns around 
the gas stove or the island, the 
kitchen was a bustle of activity, but 
somehow it did not feel crowded. The 
course promised to be hands-on, and 
it delivered. You can't get more 
hands-on than squeezing cool water 


YOU WANT TO KNO 
SEND US YOUR 


INFO TO D 


teaches you to make 
own Gourmet Goodies 


out of soaked country bread, tearing 
apart fresh basil, rolling sautéed pota- 
toes and sausage into a layer of sóuf- 
flé, or stuffing and rolling a cottage 
cheese mixture into crepes for 
blintzes. 

Throughout the cooking, Gail's 
food activism was very clear. She pro- 
motes a healthy love for real food that 
is fresh, natural and unprocessed. Gail 
opened our eyes to the wealth of 
locally grown and produced food that 
is available to us as Albertans. 


AFTER THE FLURRY of cooking and 
soaking in information, we sat down 
to feast at a beautiful table laden with 
white serving dishes, jewel-tone plates 
and a floating candle centrepiece. 

Starting with the panzanella salad, 
I was enthralled with this delicious 
use of leftover bread, which soaked 
up the flavors and complimented the 
sharp onions, ripe tomatoes, and 
fresh basil. We enjoyed the salad with 
a light Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio 
wine. 

Our entrées radiated the earthy 
tones of roasted vegetables, the bright 
green of fresh beans in amandine and 
the spicy red chili sauce that covered 
the hearty roulade. The Latour Pinot 
Noir was ideal; the wine balanced out 
the spiciness of the Italian sausage 
and chili sauce. 

We finished off the feast with 
cheese blintzes decorated with sour 
cream and an Evans cherry sauce. (I 
chose the most oddly-rolled blintzes 
as I was pretty sure they were my 
handiwork.) The smooth cottage- 
cheese blend was highlighted with 
subtle tastes of orange and raisin; the 
tart sweetness of the sauce made a 
cherry party in my mouth 

They say too many cooks spoil the 
broth, but in this case, it was certainly 
not true. With six cooks, plus Hall in 
the lead, we created an absolutely 
delicious meal. I walked into the resi- 
dence feeling nervous, but | walked 
out feeling like a chef. Now I know 
how to "tip ‘n’ tail," I can "fold" and I 
know how to “blanch” vegetables! I 
can make a brunch that would have 
made my Italian grandmamma proud! 

The Seasoned Solutions brunch 
cooking class was an excellent learn- 
ing experience with a personal touch 
Not only was this a cooking class, it 
was also a lesson in wine pairing, cul- 
ture, history, nutrition, and how to 
enjoy life. v 
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WERE IN MOURNING at Dish Weekly: 
Max Pieroelie is retiring. Edmonton's gift 
to the vegetarian, Max's Light Cuisine, is 
closing its doors at the end of April. For a 
candlelight vigil or simply the best peanut 
sauce in town, get your ass down there 
pronto. 


EVERY WEDNESDAY between 4:30 and 6 
pm, Liquor Select hosts the Heartfelt 
Happy Hour. Taste three fabulous wines 
paired with cheese, then enjoy a discount 


on wine purchases. The tasting is free 
donations are gratefully accepted i; 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of ді, 
complete with a tax receipt. 


| 
GO PERSIAN at the Blue Plate Di, | 
the evening of Fri, Apr 7 with Albaj, of 
($15) and Bulgar di Babadura ($13) 7 
‘em Dish Weekly sent you and enjoy g 
cheese fritters flavoured with mint .. 
dill. (You get them anyway, but we") i; 
the credit.) Finish off the weekend ; 
and Vine with a fruity chardonnay ap, 
7:30 pm Sunday showing of Воен. 
Mountain. Saturday night is all yours 
| 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culi 
happenings around town. Got an ey 
announcement or some unsubsta 
gossip? Email dish@vueweekly сот orf 
426.2889. | 


Who needs a cork? 
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Zambelli's, along with our border- 
ing-on-Trailer Park Boys dinner con- 
versation, anything but a screw-top 
seemed just a little too bourgeois. 

The boyfriend's prime rib was per- 
fectly marbled, a vision in car- 
nivourous delight. In a hushed tone, 
he declared it (gasp!) better than the 
Sawmill's, as if sharing some sort of 
secular heresy with fellow scientists 
during the Inquisition. 

My ribs made me feel like Fred 
Flintstone: an impressive rack over- 
shot the oversized oval plate, crowd- 
ing the veggies and baked potato like 
a pushy fat lady on Christmas Eve. 
They were tender and weren't over- 
powered by the sauce. 

My sister's souvlaki was huge, 
well seasoned, and moist enough 
without being oily. Moreover, she 
asked for medium-rare and actually 
got it. Her Greek salad was large 
enough to dish some out to all of us, 


with a pile of feta. 

The one sad note was the friend 
salmon. It was bland and its mush 
room sauce was trite with no disce 
able flavour. It seemed va: ie 
underdone, and the ассотрапуіў 
rice was halfway attempt at pila! 
ing Uncle Ben's a run for its mone; 
the race for banality. 

We were so full that we passed ¢ 
dessert, opting for boozy coffe; 
instead. Our server dutifully deli 
ered the cheque, which came to, 
whopping $186 including tax and | 
for incredibly indulgent meal: à 
around. 

If you're on the west end, Zambe 
li's is an excellent alternative to th 
chains. Your server won't be too 
bly, kneel down at the table in 
to appear sincere or try to sell yo 
something weird just to keep her Eali 
itude points with the manager 

Just stick with the basics, avoid th 
salmon, and settle in for a decerni 
unpretentious evening. v 
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FER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 

| sn't the first place I'd 
ose for a night out on the 
town. In fact, that first cluster 
buildings south of the city on the 
2 is not a place I'd choose to do 
ything, except maybe grab an 
ergency coffee on the way to the 


r ema however, that some of 
s most interesting restaurants can 
found in some of the bleakest 
eas. And so, when I heard about a 
den gem amongst the concrete 
jidings of a Nisku industrial park, I 
decided to give it a try. ~ 

The Lakeside Grill is buried deep 
side the Nisku Inn, and from the 
tside, the hotel looks unremark- 
e. | was expecting a chain-style 
istaurant with typical burger and 
ista fare, but what I discovered was 
unique and tasty dining experience. 

The restaurant is built over a pond, 
nce the name. The soothing sounds 
water flowing through the room 
ye an atmosphere of peace and 
'enity. Dark green and cedar 
ents lit by flickering candles lend a 
nantic, outdoor feel. 


WERE JOINED by another couple to 
оу our evening sans children. To 
brate our newfound freedom, we 
gan by ordering appetizers. A 
ce at the menu revealed a small 
well selected combination of 
ups, starters, and salads. My hus- 
d and I decided to split the mus- 
15 Provençale ($7.50), while our 
ests chose stuffed mushroom caps 
7.50) to start. 
The entrees listed on the menu 
оша please a variety of palates but 
Прһаѕігед Alberta beef. Since I spent 
childhood on a cattle farm, the idea 
'a mound of red meat does not wow 
e. Instead, I went with the red spring 
Imon ($14.95). The other lady at our 
ble couldn't have agreed more: she 
ose the Alaskan halibut ($14.95). 
he gentlemen scoffed at our deli- 
Fate choices and eyed Chef Dave's 
Iby back ribs ($15.95). When our 
tress came to take our order, our 
ale dinner companion asked, "How 
g are these ribs?" The waitress 
plied that they were quite large. Not 
isfied, he pursued, “Yeah, but, can 
feed a guy like me?" He gestured 
his robust size. She eyed him and 
id that she thought he would be 
Ippy with his choice. My husband, 
ho has a much smaller build, buck- 
9 under the peer pressure and 
dered the ribs as well. 
Engrossed in conversation, we 
rely noticed when our appetizers 


“I don’t have 


ne dining in Nisku: 
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arrived: I smiled at that pile of open 
mussels awaiting our prying forks. 
Steamed with dry wine and served 
with scallion-and-tomato marinade, 
the tasty morsels soon disappeared. 
Our friends were equally pleased with 
their mushroom caps. Filled with 
shrimp, crab, and a blend of three 
cheeses, they were served bubbling 
hot. Both dishes were a great warm- 
up to the main event. 

Our entrees arrived ceremoniously 
on large platters, colourfully arranged 
with fresh vegetables and sprigs of 
rosemary. | was impressed to see that 
each of the three accompanying veg- 
etable dishes was prepared in a differ- 
ent way. A tomato ragout had been 
slowly stewed with zucchini, onions, 
and peppers. Beside the hearty ragout 
was lightly steamed cauliflower with 
cheese sauce and crisp snow peas 
sautéed in butter and herbs. Large 
potatoes stuffed with chives, sour 
cream and cheese completed the meal. 

And what a meal it was! My garlic 
buttered salmon was perfectly grilled 
and flaked off easily with a fork. The 
halibut was both tender and savoury. 
The baby back ribs, however, stole 
the show. They were drenched in 
flavourful barbecue sauce and slowly 


fo pay 


for this service 


anymore?!” 
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who knew? 


cooked until the meat fell off the 
bone. Between the lip-smacking and 
finger-licking at our table, there was- 
n't much to be said. Both gentlemen 
agreed that the portions were sub- 
stantial. The smaller of the two 
claimed, ^I think I hurt myself eating 
those ribs." 


THE LARGE PORTIONS didn't prevent 


these brave men from ordering 
dessert. Our dinner companions split 
the Tower of Power cheesecake with 
a berry topping ($4.95), while we 
decided on the caramel apple 
cheesecake ($4.95). We also ordered 
a round of decaf coffee and herbal 
tea ($1.75 each) 

We were pleased to savour the 
toothsome desserts with our hot 
drinks. Our cheesecake contained 
chunks of apple and pieces of Skor, 
drizzled with caramel topping. The 
Tower of Power was a New York-style 
cheesecake with a mound of berry 
topping and whipped cream. Both 
desserts rounded off our evening on a 
high note, and were the final touches 
to a fantastic meal 

It may be a bit of a drive, but the 
Lakeside Grill was worth the journey. 
We enjoyed a scrumptious meal for 
four for $94 before tax and tip. The 
Lakeside Grill also broke many of my 
assumptions about where to find a 
classy meal: if you see me snooping 
around industrial parks with a knife 
and fork, you'll know why. w 
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How do I love thee? Let 
me count the 50 ways 


DAVID BERRY / david Qvueweekly.com 


n it comes to love, there 
are two distinct camps to 
pitch your tent in: love is 


either roses and blue jays, sunshine 
peeking in windows and making 
love on rooftops in the rain, or it's 
dirty dishes and lovers with morning 
breath, clumsy sex and a person 
who is comfortable with the fact that 
you fart. 

You can call it romanticism and 
realism, rose-coloured versus grey 
skies; either way, the playwrighting 
quartet of Collin Doyle, James Hamil- 
ton, Mike Thompson and Catherine 
Walsh comes down decidedly on the 
latter half of that equation. 

“I think if there's a recurring 
theme, it's probably bad sort of 
developments,” Thompson says, sit- 
ting leisurely at a Whyte Avenue cafć 
with Doyle and Hamilton across the 
table (Walsh couldn't make it). 

"At one of the rehearsals, I was 
talking to one of the actors, and I 
said, ‘Wow, you play all the loser 
roles," Doyle adds, without miss- 
ing a beat. "Mieko [Ouchi], the 
director, turned and said, 'Are there 
any winners in this play?' I guess 
there's not really too many stories 
like that." 

"If there was a word that pops 
into my head that I would equate 
with love, it would be helplessness,” 
Hamilton admits with no trace of 
irony, although the others laugh a 


18-15 
50 PLAYS ABOUT ... LOVE 
WRITE BY COLLIN DOYLE JAMES HAMILTON, 
MIKE THOMSON, CATHERINE WALSH 
DIRECTED BY МЕКО OUCH! 

STARRING PATRICK HOWARD, DAVE CLARK 
BLAIR WHEMSLEY, CLARICE ECKFORD, 
CATHERINE WALSH, MYLON ALEXANDER 
VARSCONA THEATRE (10429 63 AVENUE) $15 
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little. 

“Well, yeah, I don’t think we wrote 
any plays where these are good- 
looking people who have great sex, 
with these complete lives, who are 
meant to be together,” Doyle adds. 
"You get enough of that, and it's a 
nice fantasy, but for us it's more 
interesting to write about the obses- 
sions that happen." 

"You know, I remember us saying 
that we wanted to write a happy 
play," points out Hamilton. "And this 
is what we ended up with." 


S0, WITH THAT as their general mind- 
set, it’s fairly obvious that the result 
of their work, 50 Plays About ... 
Love, isn't going to have anyone 
rushing for the altar immediately 
after the curtain drops. 

Of course, that isn't to say that it's 
all doom and gloom, either: the play 
blends together a series of 50 
vignettes, ranging from a blind date 
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Bigger Than Jesus 


sizes up the saviour 


RICK MILLER'S PLAY QUESTIONS COMMERCIALIZATION AND CHRISTIANITY 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolynQ vueweekly.com 
ou might say that Toronto 
Y actor Rick Miller has devel- 
oped a bit of a Jesus complex. 
It's not just that the 36-year-old has 
taken on the role of the iconic figure 
in Godspell and Jesus Christ 
Superstar—now he's also reprised 
the role for Bigger Than Jesus, a 
show he co-wrote with fellow 
Torontonian Daniel Brooks. 

"To play him in Superstar was a 
dream of mine, because it's a huge, 
big rock musical, and I've always 
wanted to be a bit of a rock singer," 
Miller laughs over the phone from 
New Jersey, where he performed a 
few shows of another one-hander, 
MacHomer (a show he brought to 
Alberta last year). 

"So I got to live out my fantasy. In 
so doing, I was also researching this 
play [Bigger Than Jesus], so it's very, 
very educational in terms of watch- 
ing people react to a pop-culture 
Jesus." 

And it's precisely that larger-than- 
life icon that he wanted to investi- 
gate when he began the several-year 
journey of creating and performing 
Bigger Than Jesus. 

This multi-media, one-man show, 
which takes its title from John 
Lennon's description of The Beat- 
les's fame, tries to delve into how 
Christianity has developed and 
become commercialized over the 
last 2 000 years. 


FAR FROM BEING something contro- 
versial, however, the show is more 
of the beginning of a dialogue about 
religion. Taking on different charac- 
ters—from a Jewish academic to a 
Southern preacher to Jesus himself— 
Miller strives to question traditional 
and modern versions of organized 
Christianity by delivering a stylized 
Catholic mass. 

"In this mass—we call it a mass 
because it's structured along the 
liturgy—instead of Jesus just appear- 
ing symbolically in a piece of bread 
or the wafer, Jesus gets 15 minutes 
in the spotlight, in this case," Miller 
explains. "And Christianity, what it 
has become over the last 2 000 
years, is something that is huge, 
complex and fascinating—almost 
certainly something that Jesus, the 
Jew, did not intend." 
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© | WAITTEN BY BROOKS, ACK MILLER 
STARRING RICK MILLER 
RICE THEATRE THE CITADEL, $95- $49 


"That's what comes across," he 
continues, "and it comes across as a 
balance of reverence and irreverence 
that is surprising to a lot of people, 
because they're expecting a lot of 
Catholic bashing. It usually takes 
them by surprise, because it's trying 
to grapple with religious liturgy and 
ritual in a secular, but in a very reli- 
gious sense—in a theatrical sense." 

This grappling has obviously res- 
onated with audiences over the last 
couple of years. The production took 
in a few Dora awards last year, 
including best performance, and 
ended up at the 2005 Just For Laughs 
festival in Montreal. This is the sec- 


. THEATRE 


FIFTH KATES 


ond time Bigger Than Jesus has bet 
brought to Edmonton, with an еа! 
er workshop version taking the Cat 
alyst stage two years ago. 

But the show has also made à 
indelible impression on Miller him 
self. Something of a lapsed Catholi 
not only has he realized the role 0 
spirituality in his life, but he’s alst 
come to see how connected he is 
a certain idea and image of Jesus 

It's an image that he find 
provocative, because each audien? 
member comes to the show with hi 
or her own version. In fact, all ico 
historical figures share that trait 

"| played Che Guevara in Ё!!! 
recently in New Zealand, and th 
comes with people's own баса 
he says, “so there’s a bit of 4 dis 
logue immediately on what peo?! 
bring to the theatre, and in the c? 
of Jesus, I'm just having fun qu** 
tioning that." w 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul@vueweekly,com 
rancis Biddle was a man of 
Fr» accomplishments: he was 
a distinguished judge who 
served as attorney general under 
Franklin Roosevelt, the chief Ameri- 
can representative at the international 
military tribunal at Nuremberg, and a 
published novelist and memoirist. 

He was not, however, an ideal boss, 
as 25-year-old Sarah Schorr (Vanessa 
Holmes) discovers on her first day of 
employment as Biddle’s personal sec- 
retary, when she shows up at his 
home office in Washington, DC. 

Everything Sarah does in Trying, 
Biddle finds fault with: she has arrived 
half an hour earlier than she was sup- 
to; she's left his thermos of cof- 
on top of the filing cabinet instead 
of the sideboard; she has the nerve to 
re been born in the hinterlands of 
‘Saskatoon, which, as an aghast Bid- 
dle observes upon consulting a globe, 
"isn't even near Chicago!”; and, most 
"upsetting of all to Biddle's curmud- 
geonly equilibrium, she has no 
respect for the grammatical rule 
against split infinitives. 

Biddle—who is now 81 and extreme- 
ly set in his ways—doesn't expect 
Sarah to survive the week, let alone the 
morning. (He's assumed every secre- 

he's hired is an idiot ever since one 
of them nearly Битпей down his office 
after leaving the heaters on all night.) 

But of course, Sarah—plucky prairie 
girl that she is—proves more than 
capable of withstanding Biddle's 
demanding personality and, indeed, 
becomes of invaluable assistance to 
him during what he instinctively 
knows will be the last year of his life. 


FRANK MOORES marvelously textured 


performance conveys everything that 
is infuriating and admirable about this 
complex man, from the determination 
that inspires him to hobble across his 
backyard and haul his half-paralyzed 
body, unassisted, all the way up the 
stairs to his office every morning, to 
the stubbornness with which he 
insists upon kneeling painfully onto 
the floor to turn the heaters on and off 
instead of letting Sarah do it. 

You see the pride that Biddle takes 
in his family's illustrious history, which 
dates all the way back to the days of 
William Penn, but you also see his 
deep shame, as a longtime defender of 
human rights, at having presided over 
the internment of Japanese-Americans 
during World War II. 

Biddle's insistence on proper Eng- 
lish—when Sarah says she reads poet- 
Ty "voraciously," Biddle winces and 
informs her that she ought to say 
"voluminously" instead—seems pedan- 
tic at first, but you change your mind 
after hearing the rhetorical heights 
Biddle's command of the language 
allows him to hit. I love the letter Bid- 
dle sends to the Japanese author of a 
history of the internment, praising how 
the book could only have been written 


Splitting hairs over split 
infinitives—that is Judge 
iddle's Trying quest 


TOAPR 16 


DIRECTED BY DENNIS GARNHUM 
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by someone "with your particular brain 
... and your particular blood.” 

The same could be said for Trying: 
playwright Joanna McClelland Glass 
based her script on her experiences as 
Biddle's secretary in the late '60s. She 
communicates her affection and 
respect for Biddle—a brilliant, digni- 
fied man refusing to bow to the indig- 
nities of his aging body—without 
glamourizing or sentimentalizing her 
relationship with him. 

(She comes close, though, in a 
coda-like scene at the end of the play 
that could easily be dropped.) 

This is a lovely, literate, beautifully 
performed evening of theatre that 
ought to utterly enthrall anyone who 
sees it. 

Whoops—sorry, Judge Biddle. I 
mean, “to enthrall utterly." w 
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a new beginning for Sierra Leone 
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Silent Art Auction Fundraiser’ 
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Tickets $15 at the door 
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There'll be no use of that four-letter “L” word, either 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 


that’s over before it even starts to an 
old couple discussing their son to a 
meeting between Theseus and 
Daedalus right before the former goes 
to fight the Minotaur. 

In short, it’s a wide palette. And 
while it might not be painting with 


the brightest of colours, it’s all, 
according to its writers, an honest 
portrayal of love. 

“The one rule we had was, we 
couldn't say love," Doyle explains. 
"We didn't want 50 plays of people 
saying ‘I love you,’ or telling us what 
they love and how they love it." 

"Giving ourselves that sort of teth- 


er, it left us an opportunity to go in 
different directions, which I think 
adds an element," Thompson contin- 
ues. "Like, for instance, the love of 
inanimate objects—it's not often you 
tell your TV that you love it, or your 
cigarette. And there's the loss of love, 
or love never had, too." 

"It keeps it more in the realm of the 
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theatrical, as well, because you're not 
often saying it, you're trying to show 
it,” Hamilton adds. 

Of course, the episodic feel of the 
play also adds a certain touch: after 
all, what is love but a series of inti- 
mate moments that, when taken 
together, come to mean so much 
more than their individual parts? 


"Yeah, you know, I think it'd be дү. 
ferent if it was seven plays abou, 
love, or something like that. Having 
larger base, and a more SWeeping 
show, it feels kind of big," say. 
Thompson, who pauses for a minute 
“Well, actually, it is kind of big, but ; 
guess what I mean is it has more of ; 
wholeness to it." w 


Polemic play purged 
by skillful direction 


DAVID BERRY / david vueweekly.com 

s a script, Howard Barker's 

Scenes From an Execution is 

an unfortunate example of idea 
over art; Barker wanted to question the 
role of the artist in society, and—damn 
all notions of character or narrative 
cohesion—he indeed does question the 
role of the artist in society. 

Centred around the painting of a 
battle mural for the city of Venice, 
every scene in the play drives at Bark- 
er's point with the subtlety of a paint 
roller. Every character is as developed 
as a one-note argument, from the 
quintessential controversial artiste 
Galactia (Nadien Chu), to the daugh- 
ters whose only role is to show the 
horrors of artistic distance, to a victo- 
rious Venetian admiral who is 
remarkably well versed in postmod- 
ern notions of truth for a soldier. 


IT IS A SERIOUS CREDIT to the cast and 


crew of this theatrical sledge hammer 
that they manage not only to turn 
Barker's clunky dialogue and 
laboured points into something that 
seems natural, but also actually make 
it one of the most enjoyable experi- 
ences to come through Studio The- 
atre in some time. 

Where Barker's text is blunt, direc- 
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REVUE 


tor Kathleen Weiss and her exceptior 
al cast find subtlety, giving depth anc 
perspective to characters who a! 
roundly walking arguments for wha 
ever point Barker needs to foist on the 
audience. 

The biggest credit has to go to Chu 
who takes a shrill, unrepentant roli 
and humanizes it considerably; eve! 
if every conversation eventually 
devolves into an abstract argument 
about art, Chu's passion makes them 
feel honest, or at least allows you to 
overlook the abstraction. 

The supporting cast is equally 
superb, but none have to endure th 
sheer amount of polemic Chu does 
both given and received. 

When it comes right down to il! 
would have been interesting to 5** 
what this group could have done w nth 
a play that was engaging from the 
start. w 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka vueweckly.com 
4 love anything creepy!" Michelle 
Domsky cheerfully exclaims as 

[= looks at the show that she’s 
just finished hanging and curating. 

creepy: In the Eye of the 
Beholder, the long series of works 
that line ArtsHab's hallway gallery 
behind her, is filled with cracked 
dolls’ heads oozing with paint, skulls 
of dogs adorned by spring flowers, 
and strange shadows lurking in dark 
doorways, not to mention a seduc- 
tively poised female/scorpion. 

"you don't really get to see creepy 
in the local art scene," she laments. 
"So | decided to put this show togeth- 


Creepshow: local artists define spooky 


T0409 2] 
CREEPY: IN THE EYE 


OF THE BEHOLDER 
CURATED BY MICHELLE DOMSKY 
ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY (1217-10 TREE) 


fully colored and beautifully composed 
The abstracted depiction makes 
them seem like decorative 
designed to go above a dentist's taste- 
ful waiting-room couch; only at closer 
view does the horror of each scene 
unveil itself. In one painting, for 
instance, the dental drill is poised like 
a jack-hammer above a helpiessly 
open and submissive set of teeth 


AS ECLECTIC AS the range of artworks 
and interpretations of creepy are S 
curious that none of the artists enter 
into the realm of gross. All the works 
attract rather than repel, and all con- 


ыч 
5 
e 
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curatorial guideline, Domsky waited 
on pins and needles to see how artists 
would respond, 


A WIDE ASSORTMENT of works by 13 
artists (including Domsky) streamed 
into the gallery last week and provid- 
ed a curious blend of answers to her 
question. There were a few startling 


create creepy things.” 


question: what do you find creepy? 


see,” she reiterated firmly. 


With her open question as the sole 


er. I wanted to provide an opportunity 
for me, as well as other people, to 


Bolstered by the opportunity 
offered to emerging curators by the 
ArtsHab Studio Gallery, Domsky put 
out a call to local artists, asking that 
the submissions answer a simple 


Even when artists demanded more 
direction, Domsky refused: "What you 
think that's creepy is what I want to 


interpretations. 

For instance, Jessica Tse submitted 
a series of photographs of people eat- 
ing. These large portraits are strategi- 
cally cropped to make the wide-open 
cavity of the mouth the focal point. 

But beyond the odd composition, 
Tse did nothing to make the images 
disgusting, making it all the more 
startling to see how a closeup shot of 
ordinary people eating ordinary food 
becomes disturbing. 

Tse's photographs, however, point 
out an interesting fact of social life: 
many of us find eating a private act. 


We don't closely observe others 
chewing their food, which is odd, con- 
sidering that food is considered a cul- 
turally shared experience. Tse's work 
is, nonetheless, the creepy voyeurism 
of observing someone masticating. 
While Tse reveals the subtle taboos 
surrounding eating, Matt Golden's 
work delves right into the mouth of 
creepiness. He takes on one of the 
most loudly proclaimed of all creepy 


procedures: dental surgery. 

This gore is one that Golden knows 
thoroughly: he had to submit to a gru- 
eling procedure in which two teeth 
were inserted into his mouth. Any slip 
of the dentist's hand, and the drill 
could have permanently damaged the 
other teeth. 

In his series of paintings, Golden 
conveys the experience with a humor- 
ous paradox. His paintings are cheer- 


vey a good dose of humour 

This development pleasantly sur- 
prised Domsky. It echoed the roots 
her own fascination, of times in child- 
hood that she spent watching 
Unsolved Mysteries with her brother. 

Since those years, she's never lost 
the joyful chills she gets from watch- 
ing creepy things. /t's a pleasant fasci- 
nation that all the artists in the show, 
and most of the rest of us, share 

"There are so many subconscious 
[reasons for] why you like things, 
explains Domsky with awe. "They are 
so deeply rooted." v 
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JALEOS: THE PASSION OF FLAMENCO Dow 
Centennial Centre Shell Theatre, Lions Banquet Rm, 
8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan (451-8000) • 
Featuring flamenco dancer Fiona Malena * Fri, Apr. 7 
(6pm) « $40 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) * Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * EAST LAND 
WEST LAND: Artworks by Lorenzo Dupuis and Donald 
Pentz * Until Apr. 13 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) • Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm (closed all 
hols) * Discovery Gallery: SPARKS: Metal art- 
works by the members Metalphoric Association of 
Metal Artists (MAMA) • Until Арг. 15 


ART BEAT GALLERY 25 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-3679) © Open Tue, Wed, Fri 10am-5pm; Thu 10am- 
Врт; Sat 10am-5pm • WORLD'S APART. The first col- 
laboration of artworks by painter Roger Belley and 
sculptor Joanna Drummond • Apr. 1-30 ¢ Opening 
reception, artists in attendance: Sat. Apr. 8 (1-5pm) 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 
evenings until Bpm; Sat-Sun 11am-5pm * SUNRISE 
ON THE SAUGENAY: watercolours and oil paintings 
by Lucius O'Brien, and documentation relating to the 
genesis and meaning of O'Brien's painting Sunrise in 
the Saugenay of 1880; Apr. 7-May 28 * PAINTING A 
NEW COUNTRY: THE LANDSCAPE OF POST- 
DOMINION CANADA: Featuring a selection of works 
by William Atkinson, Comelius Krieghof, Frederick 
Vemer and others; Apr. 7-May 28 * MIRROR 
MIRROR: Artworks that explore the historical fascina- 
tion with the human face and the various ways it has 
been represented and challenges us to consider what 


we see when we study ourselves in the mirror and 
what ‘face’ we reveal to the world; Apr. 7-May 28 * 
NEW ACQUISITIONS: Artworks by contemporary 
artists from Edmonton, Alberta and across Canada as 
well as works donated by local collectors; Apr. 7-May 
28 * CROWDS/CONVERSATIONS/CONFESSIONS: 
Artworks by Max Dean, Kristan Horton, Atom Egoyan, 
Laiwan, George Bures Miller, Don Ritter, and David 
Rosetzky; until June 11 * UNCERTAINTY MARKERS 
AND COMMOTION MACHINES: Installation by Jean- 
Pierre Gauthier; until June 11 e d 
SPARE: Printworks by Steven Dixon; until June 11 • 
Children's Gallery: ALPHABET SOUP. incorporating 
illustrations by Loma Bennet * Inside Art Lecture 
Series: AGA Theatre; Karen Wilken lecture Anthony 
Caro: Making Sculpture Real explores the evolution of 
themes in Anthony Caro's works; Thu, Apr. 13 (7pm) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) 
* New artworks by Quebec landscape painters Serge 
Gosselin and Robert Roy, representational painter 
Francois Faucher and landscape artist, Chris Bowman 
and Raymond Caouette * April 

ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd FI 
(439-9532/429-2024) • Open: Thu 5-8pm, Sat 2-8pm 
• CREEPY: Artworks by 13 visual artists who explore 
the diversity of “creepiness” through various mediums 
* Until Apr. 27 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) + 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 
Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 
Paquette and others. 


CAELIN ARTWORKS 4728-50 Ave, Wetaskiwin 
(780-352-3519.1-888-352-3519) * Open: Mon-Fri: 
9:30am-5:30pm; Sat: noon-4pm • Artworks by Leon 
Strembitsky, Colleen McGinnis, Donna Brunner, 
Rosalind Grant. Judy Hauge 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave (439-8210) • Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm * MY 
FAMILY, MY SELF: Contemporary portraits + Until 
Apr. 30 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
102, 6421-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
5:30pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * VALENTINE'S 
DAY SHOW: New artworks by Valery Goulet, 
Genevieve Dionne, Ben Skinner, Curtis Allan, Andy 
Warhol, Glenda Dennis, Adriean Koleric, Karen 
Pentland, Vicki Sather, Grant Wilem, and Rob Buttery 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
4445) • Open: Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm * TWO 
PATHS: New artworks by Saskatchewan artist Wilf 
Perreault * Until Apr. 15 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: 
Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm, Fri 8:30am-4:30pm, Sat Зат- 
noon * THE INTRIGUE OF THE BADLANDS: Artworks 
by E. Elaine Andersen; Apr. 7-19; opening reception: 


Fri, Apr. 7 (6-9pm) 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) • 
Artworks by James Davies • Apr. 8-29 • reception: 
Sat, Apr. 22 (1-4pm) 

GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * DA CAPO: SCENES FROM 
A RAW PALETTE: Paintings by Laurie MacFayden * 
Until May 1 

HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) • 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm * Main 
Gallery: FIELD WORK: Installation by Clint Wilson; 
until Apr. 13 © Front Room: MICROSCAPES: 
Artworks by Jeka Amold; Until Apr. 13 


JASPER YELLOWHEAD MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES 
400 Pyramid Lake Rd, Jasper (780-852-3013) e Main 
Gallery: THE BODY SPEAKS: Mixed-media artworks by 
Claude Boocock and Jenny Clark; Apr. 7-23 • 2nd 
Gallery: /LLUMINATION AND THE HUMAN FORM: 
Artworks by Janine Bednarski; Apr. 7-23 

JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5282) * Decoupage and papier tole 
by Millard Foster; Apr. 10-May 4 * Sat, Apr. 15 (10am- 
4pm) * Opening reception: Apr. 12 (6:30-8:30pm) 
JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465- 
6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat 10am-5pm • 
Artworks by Мута Wilkinson, Elizabeth Hibbs, 
Glenda Beaver, Raymond Chow, Wendy Risdale, and 
others e Through April 

JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
8424) © Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30ат-4рт 
* Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Audrey Pfannmuller, 
Ted Hesketh, pottery by Linda Nelson + Through April 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 2nd Н (423-5353) е Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-5pm * SNAP SHOTS... 
Photo-based artworks by ten artists, curated by Todd 
Janes; Apr. 7-May 13; opening reception: Fri, Apr. 7 
(Врт) • ProjEx Room: A COLLECTION OF PAINTINGS 
MADE FROM THE DAYTIMER OF A VERY BUSY LADY: 
Paintings by Andrea E. Lefebvre; Apr. 7-May 13; open- 
ing reception: Apr. 7 (8pm) 

McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
Врт * A THOUSAND WORDS: Photographs by med- 
ical photographers Pat Marston and Stephen 
Wreakes in celebration on the U of A Hospital's 100th 
anniversary • Apr. 6-June 11 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (863-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * THREE 
MUSES: Pat Strakowski, Liv Pedersen, Ilse Anysas- 
Salkauskas * Until Apr. 20 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne St (459- 
1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1-4pm * 
NORTHERN FOCUS: Robert J. Flaherty's photographs of 
Canada's Arctic Peoples, 1910-1914 • Until Apr. 29 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-964 St • ВЕСНА 


KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA: A Celebration of Ukrainian 
Art * Apr. 7-June 4 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) • Open Mon-Fri 
10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6-Bpm * 
KIDZART • Until Apr. 24 


PLANET ZE D IN 10055-80 Ave (428-3499) • 
Open: Wed-Fri 1-5pm; Sat 3:30-7pm • DESIGN 
STUDIES GRAD SHOW * Until Apr. 8 * Opening 
reception: Thu, Apr. 6 (7-10pm) * Open: Apr. 6 (noon- 
5pm, 7-10pm); Apr. 7 (noon-5pm); Apr. 8 (noon-4pm) • 
opening reception: Apr. 6 (7-10pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), 
Thu (10am-8pm) * EXTRA ORDINARY: Artworks by 
Beth Pederson, Danielle Rice and Nicole Thiessen; 
Until Apr. 8 * HIDDEN TALENTS VI: Student exhibi- 
tion curated by Diane Gwilliam; Apr. 13-28; opening 
reception: Thu, Apr. 13 (7-3pm) 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661-4726) e 
Open: Tue-Sun 10am-5pm • LIFE AND TIMES OF THE 
MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 • $9 (adult)/$7 
(youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
www.royalalbertamuseum.ca e PYSANKY! THE ART 
AND PASSION OF CHESTER KUC: Until May 7 


ST.GEORGE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 10029-99 Ave, 
Fort Saskatchewan • SPRING ART SHOW: Artworks 
by Fort Saskatchewan Art Society Apr. 7-9 (Fri 5- 

Эрт, Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2-5pm} 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 

Tue-Sat 10am-5pm e AS ABOVE, SO BELOW: 

ara landscapes by Robert Sinclair e Until 
pr. 11 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) • Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm * B/ND: Printworks by Calgary artist 
Linda Carreiro; until Apr. B * 10 STEPS; Featuring 
drawing/printmaking artworks by Romanian print 
artist Florin Hategan; Apr. 13-May 25; reception: Thu, 
May 4 (7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) * Open: Tue-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 
10am-8pm; Sat 10am-5pm * EXPRESSIVE ABSTRAC- 
TIONS • April 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm © INTERI- 
ORS: Artworks by Ann Haessel, Tammy Salz! and 
Kevin Law e Until Apr. 14 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) • 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * New paintings by 
Herald Nix * Opening reception: Apr. 7 (6-8pm) 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE THEATRE LOBBY 
10322-83 Ave (432-7357) • THE IMAGINARY WORLD 
OF EDITH EICHNER: Paintings by Edith Eichner e 

Until Apr. 8 (one hour before curtain for the play The 
Skin of our Teeth) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 
* Landscape paintings by Bev Rodin * Opening 
reception: Sat, Apr. B 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main FI, 10150 
Jasper Ave (426-2122) * Open: Mon-Fri noon-5pm * 
SURVEYS AND BRIGHT CALAMITIES: Oil and charcoal 
paintings by Shane Krepakevich * Until Apr. 28 e 
closed Good Friday and Easter Monday 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) • 
Historian David Leonard shares his stories of the 
Peace River country in his new book The Last Great 
West: The Agricultural Settlement of the Peace River 
Country to 1914; Thu, Apr. 6 (7:30pm) * Young Poets: 
Students will perform their poems; Sun, Apr. 9 (2pm) 
* Don Campbell talks about his book 97 Real Estate 
Investing Tips for Canadians, Tue, Apr. 11 (7:30pm) * 
Reading and book signing by Susan Juby, author of 
the young adult novels Alice, / Think, Miss Smithers, 
and Realist at Last; Wed, Apr. 12 (4:30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave Story Slam: 
Writers read or perform their own story * 3rd Wed ea 
month (8pm/7pm sign-up) * $5 donation/pass the hat 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (433-2932) * 
TALES story tellarounds * 2nd Fri each month e 
April’s Tellaround has been moved to Fri, Apr. 7 (8- 
10pm) * $3 

KASBAR LOUNGE Yianni's Taverna basement, 10444- 
B2 Ave * Rock the Kasbar: open-stage spoken word 
featuring various readers with the Raving Poets Band * 
Every Wed (8pm) * Until Apr. 26 


MANGIAMO'S TRATTORIA 10124-124 St (452-7333) 
* Poetry and Pasta 11: Poet's Ink hosts an evening of 
food and poetry featuring readings by Alice Major, Tim 
Cusack, Margaret Macpherson, Thomas Trofimuk, Kerry 
Mulholland, Dawn Carter, Joanne Osbome-Paulson, and 
Andy Michaelson • Tue, Apr. 11 (6-9:30pm) 

NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 


poetry, and performance art open stage hosted by the 
Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE SUB, U of A Campus * 
Spoken word with Jello Biafra * Sun, Apr. 9 (7pm) = 
Tickets available at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen 
UPPER CRUST 10909-86 Ave (433-2932) e 
Andersen and the Grimms: A storytelling café featur- 
ing Pearl-Ann Gooding, Bethany Ellis, and Jennie 
Frost * Thu, Apr. 6 (7-9pm) * $5 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) • Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 


10:30pm * Lamont Ferguson; Apr. 6-8 * Mike 
Memyfield; Apr. 13-15 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8887 
170 St (483-5999) * Open: nightly Врт, Fri Врт any 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm • Jef; 
Foxworthy, Reno Collier with MC Lars Callieou ang 
guests; Apr. 6-9 • Hit Or Miss Mondays: Amateur. 
and professionals; Mon, Apr. 10 * The Funniest 
Person with A Day Job Contest: Finals hosted by Pay 
Brown; Tue, Apr. 11 * B.0.I. (Best of Improv): 
Featuring members of Edmonton's Improv Team: 

the Fresh Faces of Stand-up; Wed, Apr. 12 © Winne, 
of the Corner Gas comedy genius contest, John 
Beuhler with Mike Simmonds and guests; Apr. 13-15 
* Easter Sunday Comedy Smorgasbord: Featuring 
comics who are not that religious; Sun, Apr. 16 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Maj 
(481-9857) • Open: Wed-Fri Врт, Sat 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sun 8pm e Wed: Disgruntled employee 
night, and amateur night with a professional head 
er; $5 * Pete Zedlacher, Todd Justice, and Lori 
Ferguson-Ford; until Apr. 9 • Dark Side of соте 
tour; Apr. 13-16 i 


THEATRE 


———————ÀÁ80 
BIGGER THAN JESUS Citadel Rice Theatre, 8922 
101A Ave (425-1820) * A funny and poignant muli 
media Mass that questions the mysteries of life and 
the historical and modern viewpoints on Christianity 
starring Rick Miller and directed by Daniel Brooks « 
Until Apr. 23 


BITCHES-PART 1: A WOMAN'S FURY TransAii, 
Arts Bams Studio A, 10330-84 Ave (420-1757) • 
Presented by Happy Lunch and Wonderful Dinner 
Theatre Collective + The first part of the Bitches 
Trilogy, by Jason Chinn, gives a fresh perspective on 
the ordinary and mundane. Sue Stanley struga! 
with the monotony of a white-collar job and uninter 
esting co-workers, only to begin a fateful journey into 
the unrelenting abyss of madness e Until Apr. 8 
(Врт), Sat, Apr. 8 (2pm and 8pm) * $10 at TIX on the 
Square, door 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (43 
3399) © Comedy improv every Sat 11pm (except last 
Saturday of the month) 


COME BLOW YOUR HORN Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) « 
Neil Simon's hit comedy * Until Apr. 9 


COMEDY NIGHT IN CANADA Jubilations Dinne 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) • A variety '60s an 
‘70s style show with fast paced comedy sketch 
music * Apr. 7-June 4 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Ave (433 
3399) « Directed by Dana Andersen, intrigue, pa 
sion and shennanigans abound in Edmonton's live 
improvised soap opera * Every Mon (Врт) until May 
29 * $10 (door) 


FAITHLESS Theatre Network, 10708-124 St 
(453.2440) + Comedy, written and performed by Chii 
Craddock and Steve Pirot, directored by Marianne 
Copithorne * A world-famous novelist, desperately 
seeking redemption, travels back through his life, 
encountering everyone from past lovers to Jesus ani 
the Devil * Apr. 13-30, previews: Apr. 11-12, oper 
ing: Apr. 13 © Two-For-One-Tues: Apr. 18 


FAMOUS PUPPET DEATH SCENES Catalyst 
Theatre, 8529 Gateway Blvd (420-1757) * Createc 
and performed by Calagary's Old Trout Puppet 
Workshop * Until Apr. 9 (8pm) * $21 (adult]/$16 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, Catalyst 
Theatre * Catalyst Salons: Liz Nicholls in an informal 
discussion with the Trouts about art, life and the cre- 
ative process on Fri, Apr. 7 (431-1750) 


FOOTLOOSE Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave * A high 
energy, rockin’ musical * Apr. 14-June 25 


IMAGE PALOOSA Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
Ave (420-1757) * A grab-bag of entertainment that 
may or may not contain some of the following: one 
act plays, short pieces, musical numbers, perform 
ance art, live animals, high-wire acts. Warning: may 
contain nuts • Until Apr. 8 (no show Sun-Mon) (Врт 
curtain) * $13 (Tue-Thu)/$16 (Fri-Sat) at TIX on the 
Square, door 


SCENES FROM AN EXECUTION Timms Centre, 87 
Ave-112 St, U of A (492-2273/420-1757) * By 
Howard Barker, presented by Studio Theatre, and 
directed by Kathleen Weiss. A brilliant and defiant 
female artist is commissioned by the State to create 
a painting to commemorate a momentous military 
battle © Until Apr. 8 (8pm, no show Sun) • $8-$20 21 
TIX on the Square; matinee: Thu, Apr. 6 (12:30pm) 


THE SKIN OF OUR TEETH Walterdale Playhouse 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845) • By Thornton Wilder, 
directed by Alex Hawkins • Mr. and Mrs. Antrobus 
(and the kids, and the maid) struggle to re-invent t^e 
perfect suburban life. But it's hard to run a househo d 
when the Ice Age is at your doorstep and the 
dinosaurs keep getting in the livingroom * Until Ap 
8 » $14-$16 (adult)/$12-$14 (student/senior) at TIX 
on the Square 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) • Rapid Fire Theatre weekly insane 
improv show every Friday at 11pm * $10 


TRYING Citadel Shocter Theatre, 8928-101A Ave 
(425-1820) * By Joanna McClelland Glass, based on 
a true story. It's 1967. Judge Francis Biddle-Attorney 
General of the US during the Roosevelt administra- 
tion and America's Chief Justice for the Nuremburg 
Trials-is old, irascible and dying. Today he has to 
break in yet another new secretary. A tribute to the , 
unlikely friendship between a brilliant legal giant 9n^ 
a plain-spoken young woman from Saskatchewan * 
Until Apr. 16 


Parsons bio Grievous-ly 


short on details 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
ram Parsons blew onto the 
@ scene in the late 
1960s, making his mark with 
a mixture of country, rock and soul. 

He wasn't the first to combine 
musical styles, but his songs have 
had impressive staying power, influ- 
encing many of the alt-country 
artists who came after him. 

As an heir to a family fortune, Par- 
sons never had money concerns, 
making him something of a musical 
drifter. In a few short years, he 
moved through The International 
Submarine Band, The Byrds, The Fly- 
ing Burrito Brothers and a pair of 
solo albums, just before his untimely 
death at 26 years old. 

Parsons's tale is a fascinating one, 
and Grievous Angel: An Intimate 
Biography of Gram Parsons, 
authored by Jessica Hundley along 
with Parsons's daughter, Polly Par- 
sons, hits on all of the major points 
in the man's life. 

There's his upper-class upbring- 
ing, his father's suicide, his mother's 
alcohol-induced death, his flirtations 
with fame in the music industry, and, 
finally, his own death. What's miss- 
ing from this telling of Parsons's 
story, however, is a heart. 

The biography is too brief in its 
coverage, jumping from one event to 
the next. Major changes come and go 
between paragraphs with very little 
consideration for cause and effect. 

A monumental change, for exam- 
ple, comes with the sudden 
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announcement that “heroin was 
becoming more alluring by the 
minute.” 

That's the kind of thing that 
deserves some build-up, especially 
considering the effects it would have 
on his music—instead, the revelation 
simply drops from nowhere. 

This loose overview of Parsons's 
life comes across as the outline for 
what could eventually become the 
real story. 

The most disappointing aspect of 
the book, however, is the lack of any 
real insight into Parsons's music. 
There are simple statements that the 
music was “becoming infinitely more 
sophisticated and layered,” but there 
are no explanations or examples as 
to how this is so. 

The only truly disarming and 
heartfelt moment in the book comes 
during an interview with The Rolling 
Stones's Keith Richards. Thinking 
back on his lost friend, Richards 
says, "We had a lot of laughs togeth- 
er, Gram and I. And I always miss 
him. I miss him all the time." 

The authors' love for Gram Parsons 
is evident. It's just too bad Grievous 
Angel opts for an artificial approach, 
rather than tapping into emotions like 
Richards's more often. w 


Rudy Wiebe's—er, Dad's—memoir 
takes us to the memory recovery room 


= PRINT CULTURE 


CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 
CA | printculture@vueweekly.com 


I've shied away from writing about Rudy 
Wiebe's books—he is, after all, my 
father—but with the publication of his 
personal memoir, Of This Earth: A 
Mennonite Boyhood in the Boreal 
Forest (Knopf), | felt I'd been granted 
permission. 

You see, it's an exploration and 
recovery of his 12 childhood years in 
the homestead community of Speed- 
well, SK in the 1930s and '40s, but it 
also occasioned self-discovery for me. 
Reading about my father and extended 
family helped me to see beyond myself 
and understand how all our lives are 
built on stories. 

My father's Mennonite parents 
escaped Russia in 1929, came to the 
dustbowl of southern Saskatchewan 
and were driven north in 1933. In 
Speedwell, they found a community of 
Russian Mennonites slowly hacking 
farmland out of thick aspen forest. The 
soil was thin and stony and the resi- 
dents poor, but the cul-de-sac communi- 
ty of some 300 people was a vibrant one 
centred around the church. 

In Of This Earth, Wiebe examines, in 
careful detail, the hard work of living off 
the land and the lives of family mem- 
bers and neighbours around him, includ- 
ing the slow, painful death of his 
beloved sister Helen. He tells of that 
death by including the original draft of 
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the story he wrote about it in 1956. 

The book presents a very woven and 
dynamic narrative fabric that follows 
themes as much as chronology: a frag- 
mented fairy tale plays off the narra- 
tion of childhood experiences, for 
instance, or individuals and events are 
introduced yet only fully explained over 
many chapters 

Elsewhere, a first-person childhood 
scene of a field at night is followed by a 
reflective, adult voice explaining the 
things he "could not have known.” 

On the one hand, the “back-and-forth” 
structure, Wiebe explains, reflects the 
nature of memory, which ricochets in an 
associative, non-linear manner. But it 
also seeks to get inside the mind of a 
young child and reflect how they see 
their world. As Wiebe asks, "How and 
what does a child know? And how does 
a writer show this?” 


WIEBE ASKED writer friends what they 
remembered of their first 12 years, and 
they all told him "Not much!” and won- 
dered what he could write about it. But 
the more Wiebe pondered the small 
facts of his the past the more memories 
surfaced. His recollection was aided by 
the fact that his family moved four times 
during their 14 years in Speedwell— 
always in search of better land—and 
this enabled him to locate and place 
specific memories more precisely. 

In one sense, Wiebe explains, early 
childhood is the least distinctive part of 
a writer's life. It's more generic than 
writerly, and there is often little docu- 
mentation to bolster it. But childhood is 
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that is made, es ially a m 
Working with Yvonne Johnson 
story of her life (the 1998 bool er 
Life: The Journey of a Cree Woman) 
helped him understand the particular 
problem of iow to structure memoir. He 
emphasizes that "A book is notife, or 
a chronological sequence of events, it is 
a shaped entity ted by words." 

A book is n t about itself, of 
course, but ra grows out of other 
books and the cultures that surround 
them. In Or This Earth, the homestead 
world of Speedwell, lost with the com- 
ing of Canada's socio-economic transfor- 
mation following WWII, in turn echoes 
earlier Russian Mennonite stories and 
books that tell of how their homeland in 
Ukraine was lost in the bloody aftermath 
of the Russian Revolution. 

At the same time, for the attentive 
reader, Of This Earth presents many 
interconnections with Wiebe's novels 
and stories. For me, it's a mesealous 
reading experience. 

Between the Stones and the Ocean, a 
new documentary by Edmonton's Reel 
Girls Media about my father's life and 
writing, will premiere on Bravo! on Apr 
6 at 6:30 pm. w 
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Movies just 
tap into the 
sickest parts 
of our psyches 


S THE MOVIEGOER 


= 


LL | moviegoer @vueweekly.com 


Well, | can't say | didn't see this coming: 
my column two weeks ago—the one 
where | talked about my fascination with 
movies in which actresses lose parts of 
their bodies—provoked a disgusted letter 
to the.editor calling me "creepy," “pathet- 
ic” and “boorish,” suggesting that | prob- 
ably also enjoy watching movies where 
black people get shot in the face. 

(Which | don't. Well, okay, | liked Pulp 
Fiction—but that was more on account of 
all the shots of Uma Thurman's bare feet.) 

1 agree that this obsession of mine is a 
little on the creepy side (and | acknowl- 
edged as much in the column), but І part 
company with the letter writer when she 
suggests that it's some kind of sick pathol- 
ogy that could only develop in the mind of 
a man frightened to death of women. 

Because here's the crazy thing: more 
often than not, these movies were creat- 
ed by women. | don't know why this 
should he the case—maybe women sim- 
ply tend to be more body-conscious than 
men—but the evidence is hard to deny. 

Aeon Flux, in which Sophie Okonedo 
plays a character with hands instead of 
feet, was directed by Karyn Kusama of 
Girlfight fame. Boxing Helena was writ- 
ten and directed by David Lynch's daugh- 
ter Jennifer. Tattoo, a provocative 1981 
film that is sort of a template for Boxing 
Helena, was written by Luis Bunuel's 
daughter Joyce. 

Whole, an engrossing documentary 
about people who want to become 
amputees, was directed by Melody Gilbert. 
In The Piano, writer/director Jane Campion 
made 4 virtual fetish of Holly Hunter's 
amputated finger. The extraordinary 2002 
French film /n My Skin, about a woman 

who inexplicably begins cutting her skin to 
as written and directed by Mari- 
who also plays the lead role. 


| THINK THESE WOMEN are onto some- 
thing. When | make the deliberately 
provocative statement that a film as 
d as Boxing Helena nevertheless 
tap o “the central appeal of moviego- 
ing,” | don’t mean that everyone secretly 
wants to see women chopped into little 
pieces 

| mean that movies are made up of 
chopped-up images to begin with, 
footage of actors and actresses cut 
together to create a dazzling, seamless 
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Potty-mouthed Silverman is magic 
COMEDIENNES DIRTY-AS-EVER JOKES ARE A SEARING COMMENTARY ON THE NORTH AMERICAN PSYCHE 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian vueweekly.com 


ny film titled "Jesus is Magic" 
A: probably not 
going up in lights 
on theatre marquees all 

across the Bible Belt. 

But it’s also the most THS RODS 
family-friendly hint—quoted from 
the hour-long taped routine that 
anchors Sarah Silverman: Jesus is 
Magic—that Sarah Silverman is dis- 
turbingly, wincingly, throat-clearing- 
ly and appallingly funny. 

(But then, I suppose that Sarah 
Silverman: Jesus is Magic is a more 
interesting title than Sarah Silver- 
man, COM 101—Identity Politics, 
Cultural Relativism, and Questioning 
the Stereotype.) 

Here, in her own vehicle, Silver- 
man veers from the faux-naive 
mockery of minorities into an 
oncoming collision with white liber- 
al guilt and condescension, swerves 
over the lines between fiction and 
reality, smashes the guard-rail 
between private and public and 
crash-tests the fourth wall between 
her and the audience. 

This is comedy taken far beyond 
the usual potty-mouthed jokes and 
insider ethnic joshing of (mostly 
male) comics behind the mic. 


THERE'S ALMOST ALWAYS a barbed 
point buried within Silverman’s 
complex, layered provocations. She 
adopts a starry-eyed Jewish Princess 
persona and then sweetly offers 
Oprah-confessional, taboo-busting 
takes on seething neuroses: “I was 
licking jelly off my boyfriend's penis 
and all of a sudden I thought, ‘Oh 
my god, I'm becoming my mother!” 

Silverman can use the World 
Trade Center attacks to shatter 
America’s self-obsession with its 
pain in just a few lines, noting how a 
friend has kids who are 9 and 11 
right now “in order to commemorate 


Take the Lead takes its lead from 


CASSANDRA KYLE / cassandra@vueweekly.com 


enagers in the movies have it 
so tough! Whether 
they live in the Фф 


inner city or have more 
money than they know 
how to spend, there’s TA SS 
always some sort of drama they 
need to deal with. 

Luckily, there is one no-fail solu- 
tion to every problem: dancing. (Or 
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METRO CINEMA $8 


9/11," or to mock made-in-the-USA 
corporate spin, suggesting that 
American Airlines should re-slogan 
itself as "First Through The Towers." 

Silverman is a deviously thought- 
provoking teacher, musing in 
painfully funny ways on the denial 
of grief, the comparison of cultural 
genocides (particularly circling 
around the refusal of victimized 
minorities to ally with each other, 
instead hopping on the scapegoat 
bandwagon), and the self-absorp- 
tion of North Americans. 

She even questions her own privi- 
leged white female status by show- 
ing, in a moment after she's said the 
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cheerleading, or skateboarding, or 
sports, but you get the picture.) 

Take The Lead, based on a true 
story, follows professional ballroom 


FILM 


"n" word—part of her wondering why 
we prioritize and rank offensive- 
ness—the strained, silent distance 
between her and two hard-staring, 
unimpressed black men. 


AND IN THIS post-modern, metacom- 
ic routine, Sarah Silverman doesn’t 
let the audience off the hook, either. 

After one joke she tells about 
midgets, she remarks, “I feel crappy 
telling that joke, but it gets sucha 
big laugh.” 

When the camera does show the 
audience out there, they’re mostly 
white; are they laughing at Silver- 
man's jokes just to vent their own 
racism and expiate their own self- 
absorbed guilt, or are they realizing, 
beneath the comfort of their laugh- 
ter, that Silverman is mocking them, 
mocking us, even mocking the 
cheap, easy “edginess” and “offen- 
siveness" of most modern comedy? 

There are moments—most of the 


off-stage scenes, where Silverman is 
riffing off her punchlines in hokey, 
over-the-top musical mash-ups or a 
too-long take on the searing insecu- 
rity and masturbatory narcissism of 
a wanna-be star—when Sarah Silver- 
man: Jesus is Magic falls flat or 
seems pointlessly transgressive. 

But when Sarah Silverman is 
doing her routine, comedy seems 
anything but. And for the near-mag- 
ical, cheekily confrontational hour 
she's on stage, stand-up makes you 
sit and think. 

In a time ripe for satire, Silverman 
re-energizes comedy by bringing 
back what is best about it: the 
relentless questioning of social con- 
ventions, the puncturing of pretense 
and pieties, a political relevance, 
and a facade-smashing power that 
should make you rethink the judg- 
ment and safety of laughter and take 
another look at the face smiling 
cheerily back at you in the mirror. v 


"based on a true story' pablum 


dancer Pierre Dulaine (Antonio Ban- 
deras) as he tries to teach teens 
from the ghetto respect through the 
art of the cha-cha. 

No big surprise, the kids are tough 
to get through to, and Dulaine's rich 
students don't think the poor 
teenagers can "bring it" to the region- 
al ballroom dance competition. 

Naturally, the underdogs prove 
that they have what it takes to waltz 


with the pros. Dulaine gets through 
to his new students, and they learn 
how to work together and do basic 
salsa steps at the same time. The 
kids who were once serving deten- 
tion every day after class now leave 
their school poised and mature. 

Take The Lead is just like any 
other teen movie. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 34 


Capote worthy of an Oscar? What a pretentious load of Crap-ote 


|HERESY! 
| CHRISTOPHER THRALL 
christopher © vueweekly.com 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers to either champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash, or to trash a 
film that everyone else regards as art. 


Why did everyone go apeshit over this 
ponderous biopic featuring some vaguely 
remembered name from Grade 11 Eng- 
lish? In Capote, both story and character- 
ization have the depth of a spit bubble, 
and what we do see of these respected 
literary icons is nauseating! 

Let's count the improbables, shall we? 
Effete New York intellectual Truman 
Capote ventures into rural Kentucky, the 
heart of redneck xenophobia, in pursuit of 
a story. A literary reputation, impercepti- 
ble charisma and outright bribery over- 


come his repellent personality and cul- 
tured mannerisms to force a rapport with 
every person he meets. 

He gains unlimited access to the pris- 
oners without requiring ongoing—and 
escalating—bribery. If he actually spent 
time building a relationship with the 
accused, that element—along with the 
story that might illuminate the characters’ 
plot-devised closeness and Truman’s sin- 
gle-minded devotion—was left on the 
cutting room floor. It's all reduced to a 
dizzying series of time jumps. 

We're simply told that Truman has fall- 
en in love with Perry Smith and that 
Smith trusts Truman implicitly. Truman's 
(and Harper Lee's) amoral manipulation 
and outright lies are justified in service of 
the Muse, and the longer it takes to write 
the story, the more understanding of the 
writer's obsession everyone—from his 
lover to his publisher—becomes. 

Every one of Truman's whims carries 
the force of a religious imperative. 


DIRECTOR BENNETT MILLER uses every 
hackneyed trick to craft a Great Work 
about an Important Person. Slow pans 
through lavish cinematography lead to 
moments of revelation. Wavering violins 
highlight particularly emotional points 
And the final act drags on and on: Truman 


Story? Tristram Shandy 
don't need no stinkin' story! 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


n ace candidate for the most 
Ansa novel 
you've never read 
(or finished, anyway), Lau- 

rence Sterne's The Life and 
Opinions of Tristram TIS IS OK 
Shandy, Gentleman possesses a lay- 
ered wit that still commands the 
cleverest reader's marvel in our 21st 
century, never mind the 18th, when it 
was actually written. 

It’s a work of perpetual procrastina- 
tion and distraction. Sterne weaves 
tricks and digressions into what is 
finally the whole novel, a series of 
wickedly cerebral, preternaturally 
post-modern acrobatics that include 
disordered page and chapter 
sequences, amusingly half-hearted 
forays into scientific theory and book- 
as-art-object flourishes, such as a 
black page representing mourning. 
The reader finally enjoys a flood of 
opinions but hardly a drop of 
Shandy's promised autobiography. 

It's thus entirely appropriate that 
director Michael Winterbottom and 
screenwriter Martin Hardy's adapta- 
tion of Sterne's masterpiece is also 
designed as an elaborate ruse, trans- 
ferring the stillbirth-as-guiding- 
metaphor from the literary medium to 
the cinematic. 

Tristram Shandy: A Cock and 
Bull Story is a process-as-product 
meta-movie, a tradition that extends 
from Fellini's 8 1/2 through Irma Vep 
to Adaptation, though in truth it has 
only a fraction of the emotional 
thrust, auto-critique, industry com- 
mentary or structural invention of 
these illustrious predecessors. 

But while the formidably versatile 
Winterbottom and his cohort Hardy 
(the script credit itself is a ruse: Hardy 
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is the pseudonym of 24 Hour Party Peo 
ple writer Frank Cottrell Boyce) may 
fall a bit short in depth and cohesion, 
you can’t deny their deft touch with 
narrative slight of hand: with Shandy 
continuously on the verge of chroni- 
cling the tale of his birth, the carrot is 
kept dangling from the stick for a 
smart, fitfully entertaining 90 minutes. 


THE FILM'S ANCHOR is Steve Coogan, 
who plays Shandy, Shandy’s dad and 
“Steve Coogan: ambitious prick actor.” 
Technically similar to his memorable 
role in Winterbottom’s 24 Hour Party 


People, Coogan leads us through this 
labyrinth of fictions by way of direct 
camera address, effortlessly skirting 
storytelling commitments with his 
comical self-absorption, narcissism 
and niggling anxieties. 

One of several running jokes has 
Coogan and Rob Brydon (who plays 
both Shandy’s battle-re-creation- 
obsessed uncle and "Rob Brydon”) 
debating who's the real star of the 
film, but lucky for us, Coogan wins in 
sheer camera time—especially since 
Brydon becomes increasingly annoy- 
ing repeating his bad impersonation 
of the pompous Coogan (or is that 
“Coogan") 

Overall there’s a lot of fun to be 
had with Tristram Shandy—the noctur- 
nal battle sequence is especially 
atmospheric—but I won't promise 
that it all adds up to more than the 
sum of its rigorously sly leg-pulling. 

But maybe that's the biggest trick of 
all. w 


FILM 


finally visits the prisoners, after having 
written them off when he got the story, 
before their execution. He's wracked with 
guilt and cries a lot. 

This film is absurd. It celebrates how 
the media invades lives in order to create 
a spectacle by faintly damning the prac- 


“A HAPPILY - 
ADDICTIVE COMEDY.” 


GENE SHALIT, ai TODAY 


“the BEST AMERIGAN COMEDY 
since ‘The 40-Year-Old Virgin’.” 


NICHAEL pHiups, Chicago Tribune 


“Easily the BEST AND WICKEDEST COMEDY \ 


of the new year.” 
PETER TRAVERS, RollingStone 
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tice. Social mores, the law and the peo- 
ple themselves are inconsequential in the 
pursuit of the Story. - 

Channelling John Malkovich (who 
should have done this project 10 years 
ago), Philip Seymour Hoffman dons a pair 
of glasses and an over-the-top, method 
acting, repertory-theatre lisp to portray an 
American literary icon. 

In exchange, Hoffman was finally 
granted the Oscar he was criminally 
denied for brilliant work in Owning 
Mahowny and even Boogie Nights. Good 
for him. Apparently, with just a recogniza- 
ble name in the title, this festeritig coil 
was one of the best films of the year. 

This means my own script is a guaran- 
teed Oscar winner. It's a cumbersome 
biopic, fraught with significance, called 
Sanders. Shot in washed-out sepia tones 
and starring Tom Hanks in a Ladykillers 
reprise, It is an epic struggle to bring 11 
herbs and spices to the masses 

Call me—we'll do lunch 
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Breakjast on Pluto 
is not the full meal 


it ought to be 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryan@vueweekly.com 


eil Jordan's Breakfast on Pluto fits well 
М many of the themes the 

director has explored in pre- 
vious outings; cross-dressing, terror- 
ism, Irish society, and ordinary THS IS OK. 
people having extraordinary stories. 

This last theme is the main focus of Break- 
fast on Pluto, where protagonist Patrick "Kitten" 
Braden turns his life into a fairy tale by sheer 
force of will, in order to escape the harsh reali- 
ty of Ireland and England during the tumul- 
tuous 1970s. 

Patrick (Cillian Murphy) is a troubled boy 
whose mother deposited him on a church 
doorstep in Tyreelin, Ireland when he was a 
baby. His sense of identity lacking, he dresses in 
women's clothing and creates the story of his 
mother in his own image. 

Calling her the "Phantom Lady," he moulds 
her—and by extension, himself—as a brassy 
woman with a lot of gusto. Eventually Patrick is 
forced to leave Ireland because of the disap- 
proval of the town and to search for his mother. 

But he continues the fairy tale when he 
moves to London and begins turning tricks to 
survive. As he tells a john, “I call her [Phantom 
Lady] to make it seem more like a story that's 
happening to somebody else, otherwise I might 
cry and never stop." 


AS THE EVENTS in Patrick's life continue to take 
turns for the worse, his personal fairy tale spurs 
him to make the best of it. 

The IRA bombings in this period figure promi- 
nently, with fire serving as a visual clue to turn- 
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ing points in the story. Resembling the games 
Patrick and his friends played as children, the 
Irish civil war creeps closer to their lives until two 
of Patrick’s closest friends die in the violence. 

Patrick himself is almost killed by, and subse- 
quently blamed for, a bomb planted in a London 
disco. The uncertainty of the time period mirrors 
our terrorism-obsessed world of today, with 
Patrick providing an excellent example of how 
to continue celebrating life while living in the 
midst of danger. 

Eventually Patrick finds his mother and, with- 
out ever revealing his identity, goes to visit her. 
His personal story seems doomed when he dis- 
covers she is not the phantom lady but an ordi- 
nary housewife. Patrick realizes that he didn’t 
necessarily want his mother, just someone to 
guide and protect him. 

Divided into titled chapters, the film often 
feels disjointed, detracting from the strong story 
and characterization. These chapters lead you 
into believing that the divisions serve a function 
when they really don't—Patrick's narration pro- 
vides enough context for the action. 

The actors are all admirable and the 
moments between them are often poignant and 
always true, making Breakfast on Pluto certainly 
worth the time, even though Jordan has directed 
better movies. w 


Tobacco flack knows 


it’s not what you say, 
it’s how you say it 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING PUTS THE SPIN ON THE INDUSTRY'S SPINNERS 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul@vueweekly.com 


T= hero of Thank You for 
Smoking is Nick 
Naylor (Aaron Eck- 
hart), a spokesman and 

spinmeister for the tobacco 
lobby who, in the film’s JRE 
opening scene, appears on a daytime 
talk show seated right next to a bald- 
headed 15-year-old cancer victim— 
and somehow manages to make a 
representative from Health and Human 
Services look like the callous one. к 

The villain of the film is the exquis- 
itely named Ortolan Finistirre (William 
H Macy), a do-gooder liberal senator 
from Vermont who wants to intro- 
duce a bill into Congress that would 
require cigarette manufacturers to 
slap a giant skull and crossbones onto 
every pack of smokes they sell. 

(You have to love a movie where 
the person who wants to keep kids 
from getting addicted to nicotine is 
the bad guy.) 

Naylor never exactly explains why 
he chose this line of work: “It pays the 
mortgage” is the glib explanation that 
he gives Heather Holloway (Katie 
Holmes), a reporter interviewing him 
for a newspaper profile. 

But Eckhart's vastly enjoyable per- 
formance suggests something more 
interesting: you get the feeling that 
Nick simply gets a kick out of winning 
one unwinnable argument after 
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THANK YOU FOR SMOKING 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JASON ЕТШ) 
STARRING AARON ECKHART, WILLIAM H MACY 
KATIE KOLMES, CAMERON BRIGHT 


another, of being able to operate at 
such a rarefied level of debate that 
logic and common sense no longer 
matter. 

“If you argue the right way,” he tells 
his 12-year-old son Joey (Cameron 
Bright), "you're never wrong.” 

The trick to Eckhart's characteriza- 
tion (and to writer/director Jason 
Reitman's adaptation of Christopher 
Buckley's novel) is that Nick doesn't 
have a smug bone in his body. 

He doesn't have an ounce of con- 
tempt for the public that he's deceiv- 
ing; in fact, you could argue that he 
has a lot more respect for them than 
Finistirre, his nemesis, who essential- 
ly doesn't believe the public is smart 
enough to make their own lifestyle 
decisions. 


NICK'S NO DIVA: ne dresses well, but 
not flashily, and he takes pride in trav- 
eling coach instead of first-class. 
There's a wonderful scene where 
Nick takes his first-ever ride in a 
tobacco magnate's private plane; as 
he climbs into his seat, his eyes light 
up with boyish wonder at how fancy 
the seats are and how gorgeous the 


SATIRE 


stewardess is. 

For all of Nick's cynicism about the 
media and the government, there's 
something strangely innocent about 
him at the same time. His lungs may 
be black, but his soul is pure 

Fittingly, the most important rela- 
tionship in the film is the one between 
Nick and Joey, whose guileless ques- 
tions about dad's line of work pro- 
voke the closest thing to a moral 
crisis that Nick has ever experienced. 
That's also Reitman's biggest depar- 
ture from Buckley's book, in which 
Joey barely appeared at all 

But he preserves the book's careful- 
ly calibrated tone, which verges on 
cartoonishness but ultimately stays 
grounded in reality. 

And he fills the story with one slylv 
observed supporting character after 
another: Robert Duvall as a courtly, 
julep-sipping tobacco kingpin, Todd 
Louiso as Senator Finistirre's weedy 
underling and, best of all, Adam 
Brody, whose turn as the assistant to 
a Hollywood superagent is a pitch- 
perfect blend of superficial charm 
corporate condescension and unem- 
barrassed money-worship 

Thank You for Smoking takes on a 
rich, previously unexplored satirical 
target, and the result is as satisfying 
as a long, lung-filling drag on an 
unfiltered Kool—and very nearly as 
addictive. w 
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MARY J BLIGE - BE WITHOUT YOU 
CASCADA - EVERYTIME WE TOUCH 
NE-YO - SO SIC 

KELLY CLARKSON - WALK AWAY 
MELISSA O'NEIL - LET IT GO 
MADONNA-SORRY  . 

EMINEM/ NATE DOGG - SHAKE THAT 
THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - BEEP 
KANYE WEST - TOUCH THE SKY 


10 - NICKELBACK - SAVIN ME 
11 - PINK - STUPID GIRLS 
12 - ALL AMERICAN REJECTS - 


DIRTY LITTLE SECRET 


13 - RIHANNA - S.O.S. 
14 - SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 


15 - ANDRES - LOVE YOU RIGHT 
16 - CHRIS BROWN - YO 
17 - RELIENT K - 


18 - CHRISTINA MILIAN - SAY I 


19 - NELLY - GRILLZ 

20 - JAMES BLUNT - YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL 
21 - CARL HENRY - LITTLE MAMA 

22 - LL COOL J/ J LO. - CONTROL MYSELF 


23 - 
24 - 
25- 
26 - 
27 - 
28 - 
29 - 
30 - 
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33- 
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WHO I AM HATES WHO I'VE BEEN 


BRYAN ADAMS VS. PASCAL - RUN TO ҮОБ" 
BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 

GWEN STEFANI - CRASH 

T-PAIN - I'M IN LOVE WITH A DANCER 
NATASHA BEDINGFIELD - UNWRITTEN 
KREESHA TURNER - SHATTE 

RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 

ROSETTE - UH OH 

FALL OUT BOY - DANCE, DANCE 
SHAKIRA/ WYCLEF JEAN - HIPS DON'T LIE 
KARL WOLF - DESENSITIZE 

KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 
ALL AMERCIAN REJECTS - MOVE ALONG 
JUELZ SANTANA - 

THERE IT GO (THE WHISTLE SONG) 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING APR Ч, 2006 — 
2 The Co-Dependants - Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) _ 
3. Neko Case - Fox Confessor Brings The Flood (mint) 
4. Van Morrison - Pay The Devil (exile) 
5. The Little Willies — S/T (milking bull) 
6. James Hunter - People Gonna Talk (rounder) | 
7. Cat Power - The Greatest (matador) 
8. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
9. Hank Williams 3 - Straight To Hell (curb) 
10. Jenny Lewis & The Watson Twins - Rabbit Fur Coat (team love) 
11. Yeah Yeah Yeah's - Show Your Bones (interscope) 
12. Elliott Brood - Ambassador (six shooter) 
13. Ben Harper - Both Sides Of The Gun (virgin) 
14. Tom Wilson - Dog Years (true north) 
15. Covenant - Skyshaper (metropolis) 
16. Tortoise & Bonnie Prince Billy - The Brave And The Bold (overcoat) 
17. The Johnsons - Gypsies For Life (spawner) 
18. Mogwai - Mr Beast (matador) 
19. Rosanne Cash - Black Cadillac (capito!) 
20. Pink Mountaintops — Axis Of Evol (scratch) 
21. Howe Gelb - Sno'Angel Like You (thrill jockey) 
22. Hawksley Workman - Treeful Of Starling (universal) 
23. Loose Fur - Bom Again In The USA (drag city) 
24. David Gilmour - On An Island (columbia) 
25.Colin Linden - Easin' Back To Tennessee (true north) 
26. Atreyu - A Death-Grip On Yesterday (victory) 
27 Destroyer - Destroyer's Rubies (merge) 
28. Sarah Harmer - I'm A Mountain (cold snap) 
29. Beth Orton - Comfort For Strangers (emi) 
30. Cadence Weapon ~ Breaking Kayfabe (upper class) 


YEAH YEAH YEAHS MW" 
SHOW YOUR BONES 


The second full length from 
New York's Yeah Yeah Yeahs | 

. sp EX 
is out and the love is spilling over. 
Show Your Bones is an ambitious record that 
isn't afraid to push a few boundries while 
keeping the rock alive. | think it has a few swear 
words on it too. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


| Slevin has plenty of wit 


and many, many twists 


WILLOW SHARPE / willow@vueweekly.com 

f somebody came up to you on the 
ES and thought you 

were someone else, 
chances are you'd correct 
them and that would be 
that, right? No big drama, 
no brouhaha, no nothing. 

Luckily, that's not how it is in 
movies. From North by Northwest to 
Monty Python's Life of Brian to The Big 
Lebowski, mistaken identity makes for 
some great storytelling, and Lucky 
Number Slevin is no exception. 

The relentless, endless plot twists 
will keep you hooked; however, the 
film's never as smart as it thinks. It's 
cool though, very cool. 

Josh Hartnett plays Slevin, a hip 
young drifter who, through a case of 
mistaken identity, finds himself caught 
between feuding New York crime lords 
known as the Rabbi (Ben Kingsley) 
and the Boss (Morgan Freeman). 

First, we're introduced to ruthless 
assassin Goodkat (a brilliantly steely 
Bruce Willis), who sort of lingers 
around the periphery like a bad smell. 
Next we're with Slevin himself, who 
visits a friend's flat in NYC, only to 
find it mysteriously deserted. 


THIS IS OK 
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LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
DIRECTED BY PAUL MCGUIGAN 

WRITTEN BY JASON SMILOVIC 

STARRING JOSH HARTRET, LUCY LIU, 
BRUCE WILLIS, MORGAN FREEMAN 


CRIME 


Both the Boss and the Rabbi have 
sent their hilariously inept goons to 
find “Nick” at the apartment. Con- 
vinced that Slevin is the absent friend 
Nick, the gangsters demand that he 
kill a man and find $30 000 to repay 
some hefty debts. 

The setup is elaborate and fast- 
paced, helped along by the laughs 
Slevin's kooky, wisecracking neigh- 
bour Lindsey (Lucy Liu) offers up. 

Before long, however, the zany 
comedy morphs into something alto- 
gether darker. When and how that 
nifty switch occurs falls into spoiler 
territory, but it’s a testament to the 
great cast that they pull it off. 


HARTNETT, WHO LANGUISHED for a 
few years in duds like Hollywood 
Homicide and Wicker Park (also by 
director Paul McGuigan), puts on his 


acting cap here—which means that 
for the first time in a long time, his 
unibrow isn’t the only interesting 
thing onscreen. At times, however, it 
is a little hard to take his acting skill 
seriously—he’s about as menacing as 
a week-old puppy. 

Liu sexes up the joint with a fairly 
smart performance. It’s refreshing to 
see her as a cute argyle-wearing girl- 
next-door instead of the bitchy, domi- 
natrix-style character she often plays. 
You can tell it’s hard for her, though, 
because the cuteness is a little over- 
acted. 

Oscar heavies Freeman and Kings- 
ley prove they're game for some fun. 
However, while they shine individual- 
ly, their inevitable, climactic clash of 
heads lacks force. 

There are massive plot holes and 
things don't always add up, but that 
never slows down the story or spoils 
the party. It's a Snatch-meets-Pulp Fic- 
lion romp worthy of a night out. 

Make sure your thinking cap is on, 
though. There is a certain school of 
thought in Hollywood that the more 
convoluted the plot, the better, and 
director.McGuigan has gone to the 
top of the class with this one. w 


With movies and with bodies, whole » sum of parts 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28 


whole. We go to movies to see people 
who are more beautiful than we are, fun- 
nier than we are, stranger than we are. 

It's a surreal, heightened world that 
movies present to us, a world that is so 
big and seductive that it can't help but 
feed directly into our fantasy lives. But 
we don't swallow those fantasies whole; 
all moviegoers take those images of Mar- 
ilyn Monroe and Sophia Loren and Scar- 
lett Johansson and whomever else 
(women and gay men, insert your own 
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heartthrobs) and edit the pieces up into 
their inner erotic landscapes. 

This isn't a violent process—watching 
women get dismembered in slasher 
movies like The Texas Chain Saw Mas- 
sacre doesn't do anything for me. It's 
more like Joseph Cornell assembling his 
little box-shaped shrines to his favourite 
screen idols. Movies like Boxing Helena 
take the subtext of the moviegoing expe- 
rience and make it literal. 

The Motion Picture Academy is always 
proudest of films that shine a light on 
Important Social Issues. But these are not 


the films that that keep you returning to 
the movie theatre again and again. 

No, the images that burn themselves 
most brightly into people's memories are 
the ones that tap into to the murkiest, 
least logical parts of our brains, and 
appeal to perhaps our most disreputable 
desires. (There's a reason why movies are 
best watched in the dark.) 

But I’m not embarrassed about the 
movies | like or the purposes | put them to 
in my personal imagination; that would 
be like being embarrassed about my 
dreams. w 


-ocal boys Corb Lund and Nathan Fillion may be the 


only reason to slide into a theatre seat for Slither 


PAUL MATWYCHUK / paul vueweekly.com 
he new horror romp Slither 
takes place in the 


small, redneck town e 


of Wheelsy, where the 

locals drink at Henenlot- 

ter's Saddle Lodge (named THS IS OK 
after the director of Basket Case and 
Brain Damage) and rent their movies 
from Max Renn Video (named after 
the character James Woods played in 
David Cronenberg's Videodrome). 

Writer/director James Gunn seems 
equally influenced by both directors: 
the special effects are a welcome 
throwback to the pre-CGI glory days 
of the early '80s, when no horror 
director worth his salt would think of 
making a movie without first stocking 
up on a few dozen barrels of fake 
blood and latex gore. 

And the creatures in Slither are 
like an amalgam of David Cronen- 
berg's entire '70s filmography: there's 
an army of slugs like the ones that 
invaded the apartment complex in 
Shivers, a bug with a needle con- 
cealed in a vagina-like opening like 
the one in Marilyn Chambers's 
armpit in Rabid, and an unnatural 
pregnancy even more grotesque than 
the one Samantha Eggar experienced 
in The Brood. 

But, Gunn is, to put it mildly, not as 
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ISH, FUNNY AND CLEVER! | 
“STYLISH, FUNN WITH COOL! Ый 


NOW PLAYING 


SLITHER 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JAMES GUN 
STARRING NATHAN FILON, ШЕТ BANS, 
ШШШ 


cerebral a director as Cronenberg. 

Gunn learned his craft at Troma 
Films, the studio whose cheaply made, 
outrageously titled exercises in comic 
horror briefly dominated video store 
shelves in the ‘80s and '90s. (Gunn 
wrote one of the studio's best-known 
productions, Tromeo and Juliet, and 
Troma founder Lloyd Kaufman has a 
cameo in Slither.) 


GUNN'S COMIC SENSIBILITY is defiantly 
lowbrow—the level of the film’s 
humour is best summed up by the 
moment when the local sheriff pro- 
poses organizing a search party to 
track down a monster that’s been 
prowling the woods on the outskirts 
of town, to which one of his deputies 
replies, "That's like trying to find a 
needle in a fuckstack." 

Slither is part of the same grossout 
tradition as movies like Tremors and 
the Stephen King segment of 
Creepshow: call it "hick horror," 
movies where good ol' boys armed 
with nothing but pickup trucks and 
shotguns do battle with slimy mon- 
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“POWERFUL!” 


WCN-TV & WCN RADIO, Dean Richards 


“EXPLOSIVE!” 


WEAI RADIO, Prairie Miller 


“SUPERB!” 


THE MIRROR, Sm Mann 


sters from outer space, usually getting 
plenty of goo over their coveralls and 
trucker hats in the process. 

But despite a likable cast (headed 
by Serenity's Nathan Fillion, Henry: 
Portrait of a Serial Killer's Michael 
Rooker and The 40 Year-Old Virgin's 
Elizabeth Banks), Gunn displays a 
contempt for his rural setting that pre- 
vents the film from becoming the 
whoop-it-up drive-in treat it could 


have been 

He can't resist pointing his camera 
at the homeliest backwoods towns- 
people he can find—pimple-faced 
high-school kids, chinless moms 
some old guy with a cleft palate and, 
cruelest of all, an overweight woman 
singing an off-key rendition of "The 
Crying Game" at the local karaoke bar. 
“Heh-heh, the town is full of mutants 
already!” he seems to be saying 


Nobody gave them 
a eee until one 
man gave them 


dream. 


Still, Edmonton fans will get a kick 
out of seeing the Corb Lund Band 
performing a couple of songs 
onstage at Henenlotter's. (Fillion is 
originally an Edmonton bo 
james Gunn is probably t y 
director in the world who w ould e ever 
think of using “(Gonna) Shine Up My 
Boots" to accompany an alien rape 
scene, and you've got to gi 
credit for that. w 
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] Basic Instinct 2 just as campy, just as 


sexy, but more remake than sequel 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef©vueweekly.com 

ot one to let the passage of 14 
Nes soften her appetite for 

destruction, the 
ever panties-free Catherine 
Trammell (Sharon Stone) 
kicks off the long-awaited 
Basic Instinct 2 by driving THSISOK 
180km/h through London in her Spi- 
der, high on some drug I can't spell, 
slipping some wasted football star's 
fingers into her dreaded vagina of 
doom, driving off a bridge into a river 
and barely making it out alive, and 
abandoning her date. 

She's crazy! But at least she came. 

^| want that cunt in jail!” screams 
Detective Roy Washburn (David 
Thewlis), presumably intending the 
rest of Trammell's seductive physique 
to follow suit. 

But the brains match the able body 
of this endlessly resourceful trash 
novelist and Trammell's far too slip- 
pery to take the rap for some 
drugged-out drowning victim. 

In fact, she even manages to use 
her trial as a way of snatching up a 
vulnerable new male mind to bend to 
her will, a recently divorced shrink 
(David Morrissey) with a guilty con- 
science about some past criminal 
patient who killed while under his 
care. 

He diagnoses Trammell as having a 
"risk addiction," her plight sparks 
something dark and horny lurking 
inside him, and his sense of their 
being kindred spirits forces him to 
cross the patient/therapist line all the 
way into the black widow's lair. 


SOUND FAMILIAR? Basic instinct 2 is 
indeed more remake than sequel, yet 
it has as much going for it as its pred- 
ecessor, which has developed a rather 
inflated reputation for such a numb- 
ingly ridiculous, overlong “erotic 
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BASIC INSTINCT 2 

DIRECTED BY MICHAEL CATON JONES 
WRITTEN BY LEORA BARISH, HARRY BEAN 
STARRING SHARON STONE DAVID MORRISEY, 
DAVID THEWLIS, CHARLOTTE RAMPLING 


THRILLER 


thriller” in which all of the best lines 
in Joe Eszterhas's unabashedly campy 
script are only the best because 
they're so outrageously dumb. 

(And when they exit heavily eye- 
linered Michael Douglas’ mouth, the 
conviction he brings to this crap is 
positively disturbing.) 

Basic Instinct 2 lacks the novelty 
and middlebrow shock value (i.e. a 
phallic ice pick-wielding, anti-authori- 


tarian, brazenly bisexual manipula- 
trix) that the original film enjoyed 
back in 1992, but compensates some- 
what with Stone’s maturity as an 
actress: she’s a little older, a little 
more versatile, a little more confident, 
even a little sexier. 

True, the lack of action between 
Stone and co-star Charlotte Rampling 
is a bit of a letdown, but the scene 
where Trammell hires a prostitute and 
gets banged in some den of orgiastic 
squalor while her therapist watches 
from a skylightis satisfyingly tawdry. 

In the end, Basic Instinct 2 is a 
reminder that there are two kinds of 
bad movies—this one is the kind that, 
until the inevitably lame, protracted 
ending, is at least diverting to watch. w 


Troubled kids saved by the 
power of dance? Fascinating! 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28 


THE SAD THING IS, the film had some 
potential. If Banderas decided to actu- 
ally act instead of just bagging anoth- 
er paycheque, and the people playing 
the students were hired as actual 
actors as opposed to dancers, the film 


might have had a more serious feel. 

(Although the whole script would 
have to be rewritten with some Dan- 
gerous Minds elements added into the 
mix. A different director might be a 
good idea, too.) 

Come to think of it, Dulaine should 
just write a memoir and be done with 
it. w 


| 


THE BENCHWARMERS Rob Schneider, David 
Spade and Jon Heder star in National Security 
director Dennis Dugan's comedy about a trio 

io form a three-player baseball team to com- 
pete against the little league. 


BREAKFAST ON PLUTO Cillian Murphy, Liam 
Neeson and Ruth Negga star in The Crying 
Game director Neil Jordon's film about an Irish 
foster child who is reborn as a transvestite 
when he moves to London. Read Bryan Car- 
roll's review on page 30. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; 
THU, APNG MON, APR 10(7 PM) 


DRIFTERS Long Duan, Yan Shu and Yang Tang 
star in Beijing Bicycle director Wang 
Xiaoshuai's film about a Chinese man, deport- 
ed from the US, who looks for a new beginning 
when he finds out his son is visiting China. 


STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, WED, APR 12 (7 PM) 


HOOT Luke Wilson, Jimmy Buffet and Logan 
Lerman star in first-time feature director Wil 
Shriner's comedy about three young teens who 
take on land developers in an effort to save a 
population of endangered owls. 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN Bruce Willis, Josh 
Hartnett and Lucy Liu star in Wicker Park direc- 
tor Paul McGuigans film in which a man's mis- 
taken identity lands him in the middle of a turf 
war being plotted by two rival NYC gangs. 
Read Willow Sharpe's review on page 32. 


METAL: A HEADBANGER'S STORY Geddy 
Lee, Alice Cooper and Chuck Klosterman 
appear in first-time documentary directors 
Sam Dunn and Scot McFadyen’s anthropologi- 
cal exploration into the culture of heavy-metal 
music. 


PHAT GIRLZ Mo'Nique, Jimmy Jean-Louis 
and Eric Roberts star in first-time feature 
director Nnegest Likké's comedy about an 
aspiring plus-size fashion designer who tries 
to find love and acceptance in a world full of 
slim babes. 


PICNIC William Holden, Kim Novak and Betty 
Field star in Bus Stop director Joshua Logan's 
romance in which a drifter stops into a small 
Kansas town to visit an old buddy and ends up 
falling for the pal's girlfriend. ROYAL ALBERTA MUSE- 
UUM (128 STREET & 102 AVENUE); MON, APR 10 (8 РМ) 


SARAH SILVERMAN: JESUS IS MAGIC Brian 
Posehn, Bob Odenkirk and Laura Silverman 
appear in Tenacious D: The Complete Master- 
works director Liam Lynch: film featuring the 
foul-mouthed comedienne. Read Brian Gibson's 
review on page 28. ZEIDLER HALL, THE CITADEL; THU, APA 
f- MONL APA 10 (9:30 FM) 


TAKE THE LEAD Antonio Banderas, Ray Liotta 


and Lyriq Bent star in music video director Liz 
Friedlander's film in which a former profession- 
al dancer volunteers to teach dance in New 
York's public school system. Read Cassandra 
Kyle's review on page 34. 


THANK YOU FOR SMOKING Aaron Eckhart, 
Mary Jo Smith and Cameron Bright star in Con- 
sent director Jason Reitman's satire about a 
Big Tobacco spokesman who juggles being a 
Spin doctor for cigarettes and a role model for 
his 12-year-old son. Read Paul Matwychuk's 
review on page 31. 


TRISTRAM SHANDY: A COCK AND BULL 

Steve Coogan, Rob Brydon and Gillian 
Anderson star in 9 Songs director Michael 
Winterbottom's comedy about the attempt to 
film a notoriously unfilmable masterpiece of 
English literature. Read Josef Braun's review 
on page 29. w 


FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, APRIL 7-THU, APRIL 13, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 


THE SHAGGY DOG (G) Sun-Thu 8:00 Fri-Sat 74 
auno ©) ‘Sal 7:00 9:00 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Sun-Thu 8:00 Fri-Sat 7:00 
9:00 Sat-Sun 1:30 


| CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12| 
Cinema 12:3633-99 St, 469-5451. 


BLOOD RAYNE (18A, gory scenes, sexual content) 
Sat-Sun 11:25 Daily 2:00 4:40 7:35 10:10 Fri Sat late 
show 12:05 


16 BLOCKS (14A) Sat-Sun 11:05 Daily 1:15 4:20 7:30 
10:00 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


GLORY ROAD (PG) Sat-Sun 11:00 Daily 1:35 4-30 
7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence) 
Sat-Sun 11:15 Daily 1:50 4:45 7:20 9:30 Fri Sat late 
Show 11:35 d 


FIREWALL (14А) Sat-Sun 10:55 Daily 1:25 4:05 7:15 
9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:00 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recom- 
mended for younge children) Sat-Sun 10:50 Daily 1:30 
4:15 7:05 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:30 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:05 4:00 6:55 
9:40 Kids Cabin Fever: Thu 1:05 


SYRIANA (14A, violence) Daily 4:20 9:20 Fri Sat lata 
show 12:15 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten 
young children) Sat-Sun 10:40 Daily 1:20 4:10 7:00 
9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


HOODWINKED (G) Sat-Sun 11:40 Daily 1:45 4:35 
6:50 9:15 Fri Sat late show 11:20 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Sat-Sun 11:30 Dally 2:10 4:25 7:25 
9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:10 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recom- 
mended for young children) Fri-Sat 11:00 2:35 7:10 
Sun-Thu 1:00 4:35 8:15 Fri Sat late show 10:50 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Sat-Sun 11:20 
Daily 1:40 7:10 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 Stt, 472-9779 
BLOOD RAYNE (18A, gory scenes, sexual content) 


Sat-Sun 11:20 Daily 2:10 4:55 7:40 10:05 Fri Sat late 
show 12:10 


16 BLOCKS (14А) Sat-Sun 11:25 Dally 1:35 4:20 7:20 
9:40 Fri Sat late show 12:05 


GLORY ROAD (PG) Sat-Sun 11:10 Daily 1:40 4:25 
7:10 9:45 Fri Sat late show 12:15 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence) 
Sat-Sun 11:40 Daily 2:05 4:40 7:30 9:35 Fri Sat late 
show 11:55 


FIREWALL (14А) Sat-Sun 11:10 Daily 1:55 4:45 7:25 
10:10 Fri Sat late show 12:20 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recom- 
mended for younge children) Sat-Sun 10-50 Daily 1:30 
4:15 7:05 9:55 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature thames, not 
recommended for young children) Daily 1:25 6:55 
Cabin Fever: Thu 1:25 


WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (144, frightening 
scenes) Daily 1:45 10:00 Fri Sat late show 11:55 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (Рб, may frighten 
young children) Sat-Sun 10:40 Daily 1:20 4:10 7:00 
9:50 Fri Sat late show 12:25 


BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 (PG) Sat-Sun 11:00 Daily 
4:30 10:00 Fri Sat late show 10:00 


HOODWINKED (G) Sat-Sun 11:35 Daily 2:00 4:50 
7:05 9:20 Fri Sat late show 11:25 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children} Sat-Sun 11:15 Daily 4:50 7:35 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recom 
mended for young children) Fri-Sat 11:00 2:30 7-10 
Sun-Thu 1:00 4:35 8:15 Fri Sat late show 11:00 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Sat-Sun 11:30 
Daily 1:50 4:40 7:15 9:25 Fri Sat late show 11:30 


CITY CENTRE 

10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec 
ommended for children, DTS Digital) Fa-Thu 12:15 
2:35 4:55 7:40 10:10 
V FOR VENDETTA (14A, coarse language, violence. 
DTS Digital) Fri-Thu 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:20 
INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language, DTS Digital) Fri 
Thu 12:40 3:40 6:40 9:45 
ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG, Dolby Stereo 
Digital) Fri-Thu 12:00 2:20 4:40 6:50 9:10 
BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18A, sexual content, DTS Digital) 
Fri-Thu 12:20 3:20 6:45 
SLITHER (18А, gory scenes, coarse language 
throughout, DTS Digital) Fri-Thu 10:15 
TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language, DTS Digital) 
Fri-Thu 12:50 4:10 7:30 10:00 
THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content. OTS 
Digital) Fri-Thu 12:10 2:30 4:50 7:20 9:50 
LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence, Dolby 
Stereo Digital) Fri-Thu 1:10 4:00 7:10 9:40 
THANK YOU FOR SMOKING (14А, crude sexual tan 
guage, mature thernes, Dolby Stereo Digital) Fri-Thu 
1:00 3:50 7:00 9:30 


MLLLECEEEEEEEETTTETTTTTTTTTTTTY" 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE/NFB FILM CLUB 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square 496-7070 

DRIFTERS (14А, coarse language] Wed 7:00 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


SLITHER (184, gory scenes,coarse language through- 
out) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:50 7:40 Mon-Thu 4:50 7:40 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (18A, brutal violence, gory 
Scenes, disturbing content) Fri-Thu 9:45 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A, coarse language, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:40 3:45 6:40 9:25 Mon-Thu 3:45 6:40 9:25 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec 
ommended for children) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:40 7:05 9:15 
Mon-Thu 4:40 7:05 9:15 

LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence} Fri-Sun 
1:30 4:10 7:20 9:50 Mon-Thu 4:10 7:20 9:50 
INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language) Fri-Sun 12:50 
4:00 6:50 9:30 Mon-Thu 4:00 6:50 9:30 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Fri-Sun 1:00 3:50 6:45 Mon 
Thu 3:50 6:45 


STAY ALIVE (14А, frightening scenes) Fri-Thu 10:00 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (РС, on 2 screens) Fri 
Sun 12:15 1:20 2:15 3:40 4:20 6:30 7:00 8:40 9:10 
Mon-Thu 3:40 4:20 6:30 7:00 8:40 9:10 


TAKE THE LEAD |PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 2:00 
4:30 7:10 9:35 Mon-Thu 4:30 7:10 9:35 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fri-Sun 
1:10 3:30 5:30 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 3:30 5:30 7:30 9:40 


EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 
Royal Alberta Museum, 102 Ave. 128 St, 
439-5284 
PICNIC (STC) Mon 8:00 


GALAXY CINEMAS - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18A, violence) Fri 4-20 
Ux E Sat-Sun 12:40 4:20 7:10 9:45 Mon-Thu 
210 8:45 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fri 4:45 
7:00 9:15 Sat-Sun 12-15 2:30 4:45 7:00 9:15 Mon- 
Thu 7:00 9:15 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (РС, no passes) Fri 4:30 
5:00 6:45 7:15 9:00 9:30 Sat-Sun 12:00 12:30 2:15 
2:45 4:30 5:00 6:45 7:15 8:00 9:30 Mon-Thu 6:45 
7:15 9:00 9:30 


BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18A, sexual content) Fri-Thu 
7:30 10:00 


INSIDE MAN (14А, coarse language) Fri 3:30 6:55 9:50 
‘Sat-Sun 12:10 3:30 6:55 9:50 Mon-Thu 6:55 9:50 


V FOR VENDETTA (14A, coarse language, violence) 
Fri 3:40 6:40 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:20 3:40 6:40 9:40 Mor 
Thu 6:40 8:40 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Fri 3:50 6:50 9:20 Sat-Sun 
12:45 3:50 6:50 8:20 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec- 
ommended for children) Fri 4:00 6:30 9:10 Sat-Sun 
1:00 4:00 6:30 9:10 Mon Wad- Thu 6:30 9:10 Tue 9:10 


EIGHT BELOW (Сб) Fri 4:10 Sat-Sun 12:40 4:10 


NHL PAY PER VIEW GAME (Classification not avail- 
able) Tua 5:30 


[mm т (нйн col 
8712-109 St. 433-0728 


NEIL YOUNG HEART OF GOLD (G) Daily 7:00 9:10 
Sat Sun 2:00 No 7:00 show on Thu, Apr. 13 


WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS (РС) Daily 
7:00 9:00 Fri Sat Sun Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


THE PINK PANTHER (PG, DTS Stereo) Fn Mon-Thu 
7:10 8:15 Sat-Sun 12:55 2:00 7:10 8:15 


THE SHAGGY DOG (G, DTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00 
9:00 Sat-Sun 1:05 3:15 7:00 9:00 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN (14А, mature thermas, эх 
content, DTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35 9:05 Sat-Sun 1:00 
3:35 6:35 9:05 


TSOTSI (14А, violence, coarse , DTS Stereo) Fr 
Mon-Thu 7:00 925 Sat-Sun 12:35 325 7:00 8:25 


METAL: A HEADBANGER'S JOURNEY (144, coarse 
language. DTS Stereo) Fri Mon-Thu 6:45 9:10 Sat-Sun 
12:40 3:05 6:45 9:10 


CURIOUS GEORGE (G. DTS Stereo) Fn Mon-Thu 7:15 
Sat-Sun 12:45 3:20 7:15 


CAPOTE (14A, DTS Stereo) Fri-Tho 9:20 


MALAMAAL WEEKLY (PG, OTS Stereo) Fri-Sat Mon 
Thu 8:45 Sun 3:30 8:45 


AQUAMARINE (PG, DTS Stereo) Fn Mon-Thu 6:36 Sat 
12:30 3:45 6:30 Sun 12:30 630 


MUNICH (18А, violence, DTS Stereo) Fn-Thu 7:30 
NANNY MCPHEE (Сб, DTS Stereo) Sat-Sun 12:30 3:45 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave. St. Albert. 
458-9822 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG. crude content) Daily 
Daily 1:30 3:30 5:30 7.30 9:30 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG. coarse language) Daily 1:05 
3:45 6:45 9:10 


SHE'S THE MAN (РС) Daily 3:20 5:25 9:25 


RLM 


LOTITI 
3 _ £m 


THE SHAGGY DOG (С) Daily 1:20 7:25 


INSIDE MAN (14А, coarse laga) Daily 1:25 3:55 
6:30 9:05 БА 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 1:00 3:00 
5:00 7:00 9:00 


4162-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 
THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Daily 
7:10 8:15 Sat Sun 1:00 3-15 


INSIDE MAN (14A, coarse language) Daily 6 
Sat Sun 12:50 3:35 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (FG) Daily 7:00 9:15 
Sat Sun 1:10 3:30 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (18А, brutal 
scenes, disturbing content) Daily 
1:05 3:20 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude c 
7.05 9:20 Sat Sun 2:10 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 
Sat Sun 2:05 


TAKE THE LEAD (PG, coarse language) Daily 6:50 
9:05 Sat Sun 1:55 


INSIDE MAN (14А, coarse language) Daily 6:45 9:10 
Sat Sun 1:50 

SHES THE MAN (PG) Dally 6:50 9:15 

THE SHAGGY DOG (G) Sat Sun 2:00 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Spruce Grove 972-2332. 


ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) Daily 7:00 9:00 
Sat Sun 1:00 3:00 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101А Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


BREAKFAST ON PLUTO (14А, coarse language 
mature themes) Fri-Mon 7:00 


SARAH SILVERMAN: JESUS IS MAGIC (184) Fr 
Mon 9:30 


WATERWALKER FILM FESTIVAL (PG) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St, 444-1029 


FINAL DESTINATION 3 (18A, gory scenes) Fri-Sun 
1:50 4:20 7:00 9:30 Mon-Thu 7:00 9:30 


UNDERWORLD: EVOLUTION (18A, gory violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:30 4:00 7:30 9:45 Mon-Thu 7:30 9:45 
MATCH POINT (14A, mature themes) Fri-Thu 8:50 
ANNAPOLIS (PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:35 
8:40 9:00 Mon-Thu 6:40 9:00 

HOODWINKED (б) Fri-Sun 2:004-10 

WHEN A STRANGER CALLS (14А, frightening 
scenes) Fri-Sun 2:25 4:40 7:20 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:20 
9:40 

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE 
WITCH AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten 
young children) Fri-Sun 2:30 6:30 9:20 Mon-Thu 6:30 
9:20 

SYRIANA (14A, violence) Fn-Thu 6:35 9:15 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fri-S 
6:50 Mon-Thu 6:50 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:30 7:10 9:10 Mon 


50 9:35 


Ytent) Daily 


7:00 9:00 


Thu 7:10 9:10 
NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18А, violence) Fri- Thu 

1:50 4:20 7:45 10:20 

TAKE THE LEAD (PG. coarse language) Fri-Thu 
12:40 3:30 7:00 9:55 

THE BENCHWARMERS (PG, crude content) Fn-Thu 
1:00 3:10 5:20 8:10 10:25 

ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG. no pe 
12:00 12:45 1:40 2:20 3:00 4:00 4:40 5:3 
8:00 8:45 9:30 

BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18А sexual content) Fn- Thu 
12:20 3:20 6:50 9:45 

SLITHER (18A, gory scenes. coarse language 
throughout) Fri-Thu 2:00 5:00 7:50 10:35 

INSIDE MAN (14A. coarse language) Fri-Mon Thu 
12:50 1:30 3:50 4:30 6:40 7:30 9:40 10:30 2:50 
1:30 4:30 7:30 9:40 10:30 Wed 12:50 1:30 3:50 4:30 
7:30 9:40 10:30 


STAY ALIVE (14А. frightening scenas) Fri-Thu 9:50 


V FOR VENDETTA (144. coarse language. violence) 
Fri-Thu 1:20 4:10 7:10 10:10 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Fri-Thu 1:10 3:40 6:30 9:00 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES (18A. brutal violence, gory 
scenes, disturbing content) Fri-Thu 10:15 


THE SHAGGY DOG (С) Fri-Thu 12:10 2:30 4:50 7:20 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG, sexual content, not rec 
ommanded for chidren) Fri-Thu 12:30 2:50 5:10 7:40 


10:00 


NHL PAY PER VIEW GAME (Ciassification not avail 
able) Tue 5:30 


— 


10337-82 Аме, 433-0728. 
THE WORLD'S FASTEST INDIAN (PG) Da 


9:20 Sat S 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
THE BENCHWARMERS (PG 
2:15 2:30 5:00 7 


INSIDE MAN | 
12:40 3:40 7:1 


TAKE THE LEA! 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 
n 1:15 4:15 Mon-Th é 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN 


(this auditorium 18+ c 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH (PG. 


SHE'S THE MAN 
1 45 6:40 


STAY ALIVE 
Tue-Wed 4:30 7 


BASIC INSTINCT 
hu 1:40 4:20 7:25 


EDMONTON OILERS (C 


5:30 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St. 495-8585 
THANK YOU FOR SMOKING a 


guage, mature thems T 


TAKE THE LEAD ( 


12 &459:40 — м я | 


LUCKY NUMBER SLEVIN (18А 
12:20 2:50 5:20 8:00 10:30 


THE BENCHWARMERS 


12:10 1:10 2:20 3:20 4:4 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN (PG 


12:00 12: 15 4:00 

8:15 9X з 

BASIC INSTINCT 2 (18А, sexual с T j 
1:20 4:20 7:10 10:00 

SLITHER ( 


throughout 


INSIDE MAN (144 
4:10 7:15 10:15 


STAY ALIVE (144. fr 


) 9:50 Wed 9:5 


V FOR МЕМОЕТТІ 


Fri-Thu 1:45 4:45 


SHE'S THE MAN (РО! 


THE HILLS HAVE EYES |! 
0065, disturbing content) Fri-Mon Wed 
10:45 Tue 10:4 

BEOWULF AND GRENDEL (1 се, sexual 


ent) Fri-Thu 2:00 8 


EIGHT BELOW (С) Fn-Thu 1 3:40 
FAILURE TO LAUNC 


ICE AGE: THE MELTDOWN 


INSIDE 


FAILURE TO LAUNCH 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


[1] 780-352-3922 
ICE AGE 2 THE MELTDOWN (PG) 
Sat Sun 1:10 3:30 


THE HILLS 


SHE'S THE MAN (PG) Daily 7:10 
3:25 


THE BENCHWARMERS (PG. crude content) Daty 
7:10 9:20 Sat Sun 1:05 3:15 


Sat Sun 1:00 
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AMAZING 


STUFF! 


I DON'T HNOLJ WHAT IT IS YET EXACTLY, 
BUT I'M TOLD THAT IT IS PRETTY AMAZING... 
LHE A PONY OR A UNICORN OR SOMETHING... 
Rn ENORMOUS SHATEBOARD, | HON- 
ESTLY DON'T KNOW. WHATEVER THE HELL IT 
Кү ы AWAY A BURCH OF STUFF IN 

IS MOST DEFINITELY NOT CRAP. 
HAVE YOU HAVE TO DO IS SIT ОП YOUR ASS AND 


DRINKS. THINK YOU CAN 


Rack flog Ду Preehouse 


MARK BIRTLES PROJECT / 38 
RUN CHICO RUN / 39 HET 
THE ROAD HAMMERS / 42 


These days, what parents 
don't think their kids are gay? 


CUFF THE DUKE SING ABOUT SUBURBAN ANGST AND AWKWARD CHATS 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

very so often, some song strikes 
E: chord of such immutable truth, 

pierces its subject matter with 
such unfiltered honesty, that it 
becomes universally anthemic. "Smells 
Like Teen Spirit" is the angry 13-year- 
old rock song; "Such Great Heights" is 
the penultimate longing of lovelorn 
faux-hipsters. Cuff the Duke's "There 
Was a Time,” then, is pretty much the 
perfect expression of an indie-kid rite 
of passage: your parents thinking 
you're gay. 

"| can't remember exactly, but I 
remember it was in high school 
sometime that my mom broached the 
subject a little bit," explains Duke lead 
singer/guitarist Wayne Petti of the 
(fittingly) Elton John-esque song from 
the group's self-titled sophomore disc 

"Basically what happens is that you 
grow up and you're into sports and 
stuff, and then you get into music, 
and you start dressing weird, and you 
dye your hair red or something, and 
the first reaction of a suburban parent 


THU, APR (8 PM) 


шы 

= | CUFF THE DUKE 
exe | WITHTHE FEMBOTS, THE HYLOZOISTS 
E | SIDETRACK CAFE $11 


is to think that maybe you're gay. 
Somewhere around that point for me, 
my mom asked if I was gay. Not that it 
would bother her, though; she just 
wanted to know.” 

As Petti explains, bassist Paul Low- 
man brought the song in to practice 
one day, and it pretty much spoke to 
every member of the indie-country 
band—rounded out by guitarist Dale 
Murray and drummer Matt Faris— 
who all had the “I’m not gay, I just 
like music” talk with their parents at 
some point. 

“He had touched on a topic that 
every indie-rock kid in North America 
could relate to, so why not sing it ona 
record?” Petti says with a laugh. 


THE GROUP HAS something ofa 


knack for hitting on the salient points 


of the post-suburban experience with 
their blend of alt-countryish, jangle- 
popish slow rock: reviewers across 
the country—who, not to perpetuate 
stereotypes, are uniformly post-sub- 
urban indie music types still facing 
questions about their own sexuality 
from a cadre of trades-working 
uncles (sigh)—almost always point 
out the clarity with which the 
Oshawa-born group nails the frustra- 
tions of sub-life. 

Petli takes it as a compliment, and 
figures the four are just the continua- 
tion of a long line of bored teenagers 
with nothing else to do. 

"There's a great quote by Tony Wil- 
son where he talks about working- 
class music, where he says that, 
basically, you can tell when a band is 
blue-collar because they're making 
music just because they have nothing 
else to fucking do," he explains. "I 
think we have a little bit of pride in 
the fact that we're a bit blue-collar; 
well, a little bit. Yeah, just a little bit, 
you know?" v 
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Hawksley Workman puts down the 
bottle and picks up the eight-track 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekty.com 

fter releasing the slick, heavily 
А Lover/Fighter a cou- 

ple of years ago, Hawksley 
Workman's turn towards stark, almost 
childlike simplicity on his latest album, 
Treeful of Starling, seems somewhat 
jarring. For Workman, though, the 
album was a natural opportunity to 
return to his roots as a folk singer. 

"It just seemed like the truest state- 
ment for me to make at the time,” he 
insists. “It felt like I had found my 
voice again and it even gave me a lot 
of reasons to get healthy—I had been 
drinking and [doing] all the sort of 
rock 'n' roll stuff and, somehow, 
when I made that record, it gave the 
sense that I had to get back together 
and figure myself out again. 

“| guess it just proved to me that I 
was still a great songwriter and that I 
still had something to say." 

Workman admits that while he did 
succumb to the trappings of the rock 
'n' roll lifestyle, he really doesn't buy 
into the myth that musicians have to 
be tortured addicts in order to create. 
Workman's faith in his own abilities 
was put to the test when he gave him- 
self a week to record his new album, 
and he found the process liberating. 

“| really like deadlines," he exclaims. 
"Treeful of Starling, I did that on an 
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eight-track, so you don’t need а lot of 
time. Once eight tracks are full, you’re 


done, and if it doesn't work there's a 
problem with the song. It was very 
much about just capturing the 
essences of the performances. 

"If you're a good enough musician 
and a good enough singer," he contin- 
ues, “you can make a record in a cou- 
ple of days. It's not a big deal." w 
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More cowbell? That’s 
call number 786.9193 


MARK BIRTLES PROJECT ROCKS THE LIBRARY WITH NEW BASSIST, NEW WIFE 


MARC MORIN / marc@vueweeldy.com 
is name is Blake Betteridge, 
H» for anyone who has ever 
attended one of the explosive 
live spectacles that is a Mark Birtles 
Project show, he is likely known sim- 
ply as the spazzy guitar/keyboard/ 
cowbell connoisseur gyrating off to 
the side of frontman Mark Raymond 
He has also just become “the mar- 
ried one,” having recently tied the 


шы | SA APRIL 8 (6 PMN 
= | MARK BIRTLES PROJECT 


WITH TWIN FANGS 
e STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY, $10 


knot with longtime squeeze Kaylin 
Put, and while one might expect that 
it’s now time to tone it down a notch 
and settle back into the married life, 
that’s the exact opposite of what Bet- 
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teridge has planned. 

"| love my wife, and you can't get 
better than that," he boasts, “but it’s 
not going to affect my rock ‘п’ roll 
career. 

Even though “Mr Betteridge" might 
sound more like a chaperone than a 
performer at the kid-infested hall 
shows the band often appears at, the 
recently wedded rocker indicates he 
has no intention of forgoing the all- 
ages scene just yet. 

"With the all-ages shows at halls, it 
is always a better atmosphere," he 
explains. "It feels like people are really 
there because they want to see a 
show, and not just go to the bar, get 
drunk and stand at the back and tap 
their toes. The kids at the hall shows 
like to dance a lot—it makes it more 
fun to play." 


THESE DAYS, THOUGH, the boys in MBP 
are focusing primarily on preparing 
for the recording of their first full 
length album, and on a recent line-up 
reconfiguration. 

Former Wolfnote bassist E 
MacGurry has been brought in t: 
replace original member Colby Mac- 
beth in what was apparently a difficult 
decision for the group. 

"As much as I could downplay the 
shit out of that, it is a pretty big 
move," Betteridge admits. “{MacBeth| 
just wasn't all that into it anymore, 50 
it was just time to move on.” 

MacGurry, meanwhile, has been a 
welcome addition. “She has added a 
lot,” Betteridge raves. “She is an awe- 
some musician and it’s nice to have a 
girl in the room.” 

MacGurry's live debut with the Pro- 
ject comes this Saturday at the down- 
town public library, an unusual and 
surprisingly staid venue, although 
Betteridge sees an upside. 

"It is always better when you sur- 
prise [the audience]," he pontificates 
“Otherwise, people might notice you 
are only playing the same 10 songs 
over and over again.” 

And if they do notice? 

Betteridge shrugs. “People can go 
and take out books." w 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

raham Brown's formative 
e as a musician were 

spent right here in Edmonton 
as a founding member of local scene 
pioneers Jr Gone Wild. Eventually, 
Brown decided it was time to move 
on to Vancouver, but he hasn't forgot- 
ten his past—even going so far as to 
name his current band The Prairie 
Dogs. 

"We spend more time out there 
than we do here, because there's 
more work out there," Brown 
explains. "Both of the other guys in 
the band, Dave [Bridges, on bass] and 
Mark [Gruft, on drums], they're both 
Vancouver boys, but they love the 
prairies." 

The band finds the people to be 
friendlier here than on the West 
Coast, but Brown's fondness for the 
old stomping grounds goes beyond 
simple courtesies. "I still consider the 
prairies to be my home, even though 
I've been living here [in Vancouver]," 
he says. "It's still my roots. I love driv- 
ing down the highway and just seeing 
the open fields and the big sky." 

While Brown draws inspiration 
from the landscape, he also gives 
credit to his bandmates. “I find we can 
relate on many levels besides just 
music," he says. "They're good human 
beings and it's very important for me 
to have good human beings to play 
with." 

The comfort level that the musi- 
Clans enjoy with each other carries 
over into the music, and Brown regu- 
larly brings new songs into the set 
because he knows that the other guys 
are capable of handling them on short 
notice, keeping things exciting for 
both Brown and the audience. 

“If I'm bored shitless, then the peo- 
ple are going to be bored shitless,” he 
Says. "It's kind of a give-and-take 
from both sides. I'm a music fan also 
and that's the way that I look at it." w 
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Run Chico Run keep orn 
touring (and not shaving) 


BRYAN CARROLL / bryen@vueweekdy.com 


ost even moderately suc- 
cessful bands eventually 
grow tired of answering 


the banal and vacuous queries 
posed by bored music journalists— 
you know, ‘how did you meet’ or 
‘what are your influences’ or some- 
thing equally clichéd. 

For Victoria duo Run Chico Run, 
however, the question they've likely 
grown weary of answering is less 
about their history or sound than it 
is about their, um, grooming. 

“The facial hair? It’s growing,” 
answers drummer/pianist/a million 
other things Thomas Shields. 
“Miami coke baron is the look we're 
rockin’ for this tour.” 

And while fans may be a tiny bit 
disappointed that Shields and band- 
mate Matt Skillings’s facial hair is 
not quite as elaborate as it’s been 
on some previous Run Chico Run 
tours, they certainly won't be disap- 
pointed with the Chico's fifth and 
newest album, Slow Action. It’s still 
got the bouncy, beaty, fun sound 
that RCR are known for, but also a 
fuller, more fleshed-out sound, 
which Shields attributes to some 
extra production capabilities. 

“We recorded most of [the album] 
at home, but got a grant and went 
and finished it off at a studio,” he 
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explains. “That was our first time in 
a proper studio.” 

The larger, more intricate sound 
achieved in the studio will be difficult 
to reproduce live, especially consid- 
ering that the duo is, well, a duo 
Shields claims that RCR definitely 
writes songs with live performance 
in mind, but he does admit that 
"there's some stuff on there that we 
have no idea how to play live." 

They'll have to figure it out, 
though, and soon: the band is 
known as much for their ferocious 
live energy as their relentless tour- 
ing. Travelling as much as RCR do 
might press some bands to the 
breaking point (especially bands 
with only two members to absorb 
each others' abuse), but Shields is 
certain this won't happen, thanks 
mostly to, well, other people 

"People hang out with us every 
night," he says, noting that, as a 
two-piece, RCR has the freedom to 
easily hop in another band's van to 
join in on a tour. 

"Sometimes," he enthuses, "we 
even tour in an airplane!" w 
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SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


780-443-6666 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Saffire—The 
Uppity Blues Women; 7:30pm; 
$25 at the Arden Theatre box 
office, TicketMaster 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Derina 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ The House 
Cats; donations 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

FILTHY MCNASTY'S Cow 
Punk Bingo: The Uncas 

FOUR ROOMS Toque; 8pm; no 
cover 

GRINDER Thursday jam ses- 
sion hosted by Steve Hoy and 
guests 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm 
J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with The Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Alfie 
Zappacosta (pop/jazz); 8:30pm; 
$25 (adv) 

3.178 Showcase Jam: hosted 
by the Dr. Oxide Band; 9pm-1am 
JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Jazz 
MEGATUNES Hawksley 
Workman; all ages; 3pm; free 
NEST Open stage with Nick 
Zyla every Thu 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
POWER PLANT Retrograde, 
Faber, Jets to Theory, guests; 
all ages/licensed event; 7pm 
(door); $8 (door) 

SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE Metric, The Elected; 7pm; 
all ages with licensed beer gar- 
dens; $25 at UnionEvents.com, 
TicketMaster 

URBAN LOUNGE The Sessions 
[classic rock), Liar; free with 
licket/$5 (door) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Moon 
box, Leaving Juneau 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy 


Ringo 
CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Piano 
Masterclass: with visiting artist 
Kent McWilliams; 3:30-5:30pm; 


free 
DJS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: 
retro rock, dance and old school 
hip hop 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystem 

BUDDY'S DJ Squiggles, Yohko 
Oh-no 


DECADANCE Sou! Heaven 
with Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk 

ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY' S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Urban 
substance Thursday: with Urban 
Substance Sound Crew, 
Invinceable, Shortround, Echo, 
Baby Gurl 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


КАЗ BAR Urban House: with 
DJ Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Students 
Night: with DJ Odin 

ONE ON WHYTE Showdown 
with DJ spinoffs 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 9pm- 
2am; no cover 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, 
pop, hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous 
Thursdays: goth/student night 
with DJ Eddy, Toonflash, Dr. 
Lexxxi Tronic; $2 (non-mem- 
ber)/free (members before 
10pm]/$2 (member after 10pm) 
RUM JUNGLE Student Night 
Great beats 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS УЛ СМ: electro, techno 
with DJ Nik 7, guests; no minors; 
Spm (door); $4 


WUNDERBAR Up and Down 
Thursday: with DJ lan, Kelly 


* and others 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Chuck Rose 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Energia, DJ Papi 

BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ Flying 
Saucers Unplugged; donations 
CASINO EDMONTON Wendell 
Donavan (country) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Classics (classic rock) 


FOUR ROOMS Toque; 9pm; $5 


GRINDER Lionel Rault (roots, 
blues) 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock 
band; 9-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFÉ Michelle 
Ausner (jazz), 8:30pm; $7 


JEKYLL AND HYDE HeadWind 
(vintage rock); 9:30pm 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Dennis' Pleasures 


THE LEGAL HOTEL SlowBurn 
Iblues/roots]; 9:30pm-1:30am 


NEWCASTLE PUB Meltdown 


POWER PLANT Hawksley 
Workman; 8pm (door); sold out 


RED'S Caldera, Autobody, 
Marble Engine, Cranston 
Foundation; no minors; 8pm; $8 
(door) 


RENDEZVOUS PUB The 
Architechs; 9pm; $5 


REXALL PLACE Aerosmith, 
Cheap Trick; 7:30pm; $59.50- 
$99.50 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CEN- 
TRE Full Moon Folk Club: 
Sisters Morales, Nathan; 7pm. 
(door), 8pm (show); $16.50 
{adv)/$17 (door); children under 
12 half price at the door; tickets 
available at TIX on the Square, 
Sound Side Sound 


~ STARLITE ROOM Dead City 


Serpents, Brother Voodoo, 
Uncle Outrage, Profunda Rosa 


SUB STAGE Colleen Brown; 
12pm 

URBAN LOUNGE Vacation on 
Mars; $5 (door) 


“VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Must Be Tuesday, Brock 
Skywalker and his Irregular 
Heartbeats; 8pm (door); no 
minors. $8 (door), 10pm (show) 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy 
Ringo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Brenan 
Brothers Band; Врт (door]/9pm. 
(show); $8 (member)/$12 
(guest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


ARDEN THEATRE Pavio 
(Flamenco, Latin and classical); 
7:30pm; $32.50 at Arden 
Theatre box office, 
TicketMaster 


CONVOCATION HALL Visiting 
Artist Recital: Kent McWilliams 
(piano): 8pm; $15 (student/sen- 
ior)/$20 (adult) 


MUTTART HALL Edmonton 
Classical Guitar Society Duo 
Erato; 8pm; $20 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior/ECGS member) 
at TIX on the Square, 
Gramophone, Avenue Guitars, 
door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters: 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
William Eddins (conductor), 
Martin Riseley (violin); 7pm; 


$20-$60 
05 


ARBAOURY Fishbone Fridays: Top 
40 downstairs/retro 80 upstairs 
AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Element: D'n'B/house/breaks with 
Degree, Phatcat, Neal K, Shortee, 
Sweetz and more 

BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S Dance party with DJ 
Alvaro 


CALIENTES Funktion Fridays 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text 
Messaging Singles Party: For pro- 
fessional singles 25-40; complete- 
ly anonymous, totally addictive 


DECADANCE Ladies Night sexy 
house with Smoov, guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 
ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Hosted by 
DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
АУЕ) Top tracks, rock, retro with 
DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with 
DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE Furious 
Fridays: Electric, progressive, 
trance and deep house with Vinny 
Vo and Furious SushiCrew; GEIN 
(drum ‘n’ bass) 

HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no caver 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip hop, 
Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq 
Friday 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Das OOntz Techno/industrial beats 
with 9pm (door); $5 

O'BYRNES DJ Finnegan; Эрт; 
no cover 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB Brian 
Calnan (keyboard) 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: 
Top 40, R&B, house with People's 


C WEEKLY 


DJ 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: 
classic rock, R&B, urban and 
dance with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; 
no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie 
rock and Brit pop with DJ 
Readymade Flyboy 

RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with 
Friday resident DJ Luke Morrison. 
STOLLFS Top 40, R&B, house 
with People's DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with 
Johnny Dangerous, Andy Inertia, 
guests; 1-7am 

WUNDERBAR The Beam Team: 
guest DJs 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays: Deep funky house with 
Guru Nic-E, Rob Tryptomene, 


Status Inc, Tory Р, Bree; no minors; 


1-8am 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Chuck Rose 


AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Energia, DJ Papi and DJ Touch It 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair 
of the Dog: 4-6pm; no cover 
CASINO EDMONTON Wendell 
Donavan (country) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Classics (classic rock) 

DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open 
stage, all ages; 2-5pm 

FOUR ROOMS Toque; 9pm; $5 


GRINDER Lionel Rault (roots, 
blues) 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 


jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band, 


9рт-2ат 
J AND R BAR AND GRILL Mr. 


Lucky (blues/roots); 9-m-1am; по 
cover 


JEFFREYS CAFE Helena 
Magerowski (jazz); 8:30pm; $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE HeadWind 
(vintage rock); 9:30pm 

THE LEGAL HOTEL Slow8um 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am 


NEWCASTLE PUB Meltdown 


RED'S Living Illusions, Never 
Ending, Cheat to Win; no minors; 
$8 (door); 8pm (show) 


RED STRAP ARTS MARKET 
Flower Power Event: Back Porch 
Swing, kNotwork, The Time Flies 
Musical Troupe, Netti Spaghetti, 
Dawn Bissett, Roy Agnew, and 
guests; open stage hosted by 
Mary Rankin; 1pm; free 


STARLITE ROOM Inner Surge, 
Gate, In Oath Of Hera; no minors; 
Bpm (door); $8 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy 
Ringo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Brenan 
Brothers Band; 8pm (door]/9pm 
(show); $8 (member)/$12 (guest) 
at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Наррпіп' 
(U of A Jazz Choir), John 
McMillan (director); 8pm; $10 
(student/senior)/$15 (adult) 


SOCIETY STUDIOS Monday 
Band with special guests, the 
Calgary Concert Band; 8pm; $10 


KY 
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MUSIC 


(adultl/$5 (student/senior)/child 
five and under free at door, adv 
from the Cosmopolitan Music 
Society 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE Jhankaar Society for 
the Music and Dance of India: 
Pandit Shashank (flute), Ustad 
Shahid Pravez Khan (sitar), Pandit 
Ramadas Plsule (tabla), Pandit V.Y. 
Ramanmurthy (mirdangam); 
7:30pm; $20 (aduh)/$15 
{student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Masters 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, 
William Eddins (conductor), 
Martin Riseley (violin); 7pm; $20 


$60 

AZUCAR LATIN NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Latin band and DJ 
Papi 

DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
Saturdays: with Dj Femme Funk 
T-Bass and guests 

ESCAPE NIGHTCLUB 
Saturday Night House Party 
with Urban Metropolis featur- 
ing Harman B and DJ Kwake 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Saturdays 
Live to Air: with 91.7 The 
Bounce 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE 
AVE) Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Soulout Saturdays: DJ Game CD 
release party; $8 

HALO 5 Year Anniversary: with 
Junior Brown, Waylon 
Sherrington, Remo; no cover 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
guests 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday 
Nights: Top 40, $&B, house 
with People's DJ 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
A&B, house with People's DJ 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Public skate 
1-5pm, $5; and 7pm-midnight, 
$6/$4 (rentals) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Anthem: hard NRG/trance/funky 
with Jeff Hillis, DTDR, Big 
Daddy, STX, Tweek; 1am-Bam 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Duff Robison 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky jazz 
hosted by Rubim Metha, Lane 
Arendt and guests; no cover 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Carmen's Sunday live open jam 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with Rhea 
March; 7-10pm. 

CROWNE AND ANCHOR PUB 
Jam every Sunday; 7pm 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB Open Stage 
with Willie James and 
Crawdad; 3pm 

O'BYRNES Joe Birds Irie Jam 
Open stage for all; 9:30pm; no 
cover 

OSCARS PUB Open stage ' 
Sundays hosted by Chris 
Wynters of Captain Tractor (8- 
11pm} 

ROSEBOWL Jam with The 
Digs; 9-12pm 


. all 


jal Singers, Nora 

is and Julia Shaw (harp), 
адай (director); Bpm; 

$10 (student/senior]/$20 (adult) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ Aroots 
Bazaar, donations 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE Jubiloso! Bells of 
Concordia, 3pm; $10 (adult)/$8 


{student/senior)/$24 (family) at 
Concordia box office 


CONVOCATION HALL 
University of Alberta Concert 
Band, Wendy Grasdahl (direc- 
tor); 3pm: $10 (student/sen- 
jor)/$15 (adult) 

DOW CENNETENNIAL CEN- 
TRE Lights Up: Edmonton Youth 
Orchestra Intermediate 
Orchestra; 3pm; $12 [adult/$10 
(student/seniorl/$7(child 12 and 
under) 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH Arktos Recordings 
Schubert's Octet for Winds and 
Strings; 3pm; $15 (adult)/$10 
{student/senior) available at TIX 
on the Square, door 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED 
CHURCH Famiglie in 
Competizione: The Edmonton 
Recorder Orchestra; 3pm; $15 
(adultl/$10 (student/senior) 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
Stardust Lounge: with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair, DJ 
Eddy Toonflash 


CALIENTE'S Urban Ladies 
Night Sundays: DJ Phat Kat 
DECADANCE Worship with Big 
Daddy, DTDR, guests; 10am- 
close. 

HALO Popscene: indie hits, for- 
gotten classics, underground 
favourites with S Master F, 
Floormatt, Kyle, G-Spot, Jer-Lo, 
Travy D; 9pm (door); no caver 


RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 


WHERE THEY ARE 


ALL SAINTS' ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St 
ARDEN THEATRE 5 St Anne 
Street, St Albert 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


RZUCAR LATIN 
11733-78 St, 479-7400 


ATLANTIC TRAP 
104 St, 432-4611 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-29 St, 
430-9200 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 
BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951- 
9456 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16525 Stony Plain 
Rd. 484-7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425- 
82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne 
Street, St Albert, 418-6332 


BLUE CHAIR CAFÉ 9624-76 Ave, 
989-2861 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 422-5014. 
BUDDY'S 117258 Jasper Ave, 
488-5536 


ALERTE 1165 ра АЛЕ 


CASINO 7055 
Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12454- 
153 St, 463-9457 


wa 


AND GILL 7704- 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 

SKATING DISCO Public skate; 
1-5pm; $5/$4 (rentals) 

STOLLI'S Stolli's House Arrest: 


with Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, quests 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Where Its At, DJ Sweetz, 
Propa, Degree; no minors event: 
Bpm; no cover (8-9 pm)/$4 
(door)/$2 (industry) 


WUNDERBAR Drum 'n' Bass 
Files: with Critical Condition, 
Booster, Atomatik, Enlite with 
weekly quests; 9-11pm (any- 
thing goes); 11-close (drum 'n' 
bass/jungle) 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 


LB.'S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-1am; no cover 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL Jam session hosted by 
the Retro Rockets Band; 8pm 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Jazz 
Band Il: MacEwan/U of A Jazz 
Bands, Raymond Baril and Tom 
Dust (director); 7:30pm; $8 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$10 (adult) at TIX 
on the Square, door 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Buckcherrys 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
Marco Claveria (samba to 
Bolero) every Monday 
О'ВҮВМЕ Mr. Lucky 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-12; no 
cover 


PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
Instrumental Old Time Fiddle 
Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
RIGOLETTO'S CAFE Open 
Stage hosted by Dr. Oxide; 7- 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millboume Rd, West, 462- 
6555 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
LEGE Tegler Centre, 73 St, 479- 
3304 


(CONVOCATION HALL Arts 
Building, University of Alberta, 492- 


SOCIETY STUDIOS 8426 
Gateway Boulevard, 432-9333 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
15277 Castle Downs Ва. 113 St 
472-7696 

DANTE'S BISTRO 17328 Stony 
Plain Rd, 485-4448. 
DECADANCE 10016-105 St 990- 
1792/964-3168 

DOW CENNETENNIAL CENTRE 
Shell Theatre, 8700-84 St, Fort 
Sask (Hwy. 21 & 84 St. 420- 
1757/436-7932 

DRUID (Jasper Ave) 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 

DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave 
4145554 


ESCAPE WEM, Upper level, 444- 
205 


FILTHY MCNASTY S 1051 1-22 
Avo, 432-5724 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of 
WEM, 780-961-3117 

FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Cente. 
102 Ave, 426-4767 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


10pm > z 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with 
Big Tickle; 8:30-11:30pm; no 
cover 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Noon 
Hour Organ Recital; 12pm; free 


CONVOCATION HALL Student 


Composers Concert; 8pm: free 


DJS 


=_————_. 
BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry 
Night; no minors; 3pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJ 
Pennytentiary 


BUDDY'S Ashley Love and DJ 
T 


FILTHY MCNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and guest 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Jazz 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam host- 
ed by Gary Thomas 

STARLITE ROOM Horrorpops, 
Left Alone; all ages; 7pm (door); 
$17 (adv) at UnionEvents.com, 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, 
Megatunes 


YARDBIAD SUITE Jam ses- 
sion with Tom Gilroy; 8:30pm 
(door)/3pm (show); $3 


DJs 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva: with DJ Sean 


BUDDY'S Malebox, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St 488- 
4841 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 15505-118 
Ave, 913-4312/853-3606 


GRINDER 10957-124 SL 453-1709 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO 


HAVANA CLUB 10220-103 St, 
42327707 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 10037-84 Ave 


HONEST MURS BAR AND. 
GRILL 5536-82 Ave, 463-5397 


JAMMERS PUB 11943-127 Ave. 
451-8779 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4000- 
106 St, 436-4408 


JEFFREY S CAFÉ AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


„JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 10610- 
100 Ave, 426-5381 


44/8 PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


JOHN 1. HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College, 10045-155 St. 
492-0801 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM | 1455-57 
Ave, 451-8000. 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Chstosu 
Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Awe. 
7324583 


KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 453-6768 


LBS PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Albert, 
460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6101-172 St 41- 
2786 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE | 1607 Jasper 
Avo, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 


MEGATUNES 10055 Whys Ave 


METRO CLUB AND BALIAADS 
10250-106 St 990-0704 


MUTTAAT HALL Alberta College. 
10050 Macdonald Dr 489-9560 


NEST НАП, 11762-106 St, 471- 
7608 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6105-50 Ave, 
490-1900 


. CALIENTE Bashment Tuesdays: 


по cover 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, coun- 

» R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ 
Jimmy 

FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 

Latin and Salsa music, dance 

lessons 8-10pm 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 

with DJ Dildozer and MC 
Fistinyourface 

THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with DJ Janny; 8-amidnight; $1 
Imember]/$4 {non-member} 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. 


popular house beats with DJ 
Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO Retro night 
music flash backs from the 
'50s, ‘60s, 70s, '80s and "30s; 
7pm-12 midnight; $5/$4 
(rentals) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Youth Beat: hip hop, electro, 
indie rock, dance punk, funk 
with DJ Cadence Weapon; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $2 
WUNDERBAR Hipster Twister 
with Twister Board and DJs 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic with Duff Robison; 
8pm 

GRINDER Open Mic 
Wednesday 

JULIAN'S PIANO BAR 
Dennis' Pleasures 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND 


BILLIARDS The Metro World 
Beat Band with Enrique 


0'BYRNE'$ Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 


10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 


MEW CITY SUBURBS 10021 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 5430 
Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 


NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY 
LEAGUE 13535-1094 Ave, 457- 
947 

OBYRNES 10616-82 Ave, 414. 
6766 


ONE OM WHYTE 1054-82 Ave, 
437-7699 


Crossing. 106 St 4851717 


PLEASANTVIEW 
HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 


POWER PLANT U of A Campus. 
492-3101 


RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 
RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave. 428- 
0825 

RED STRAP АЙТ MARKET 
10305-97 St, 497-2211 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St 444. 
1822 


REXALL PLACE 7424 118 Ave. 
471-7210 
RIGOLETTU'S CAFE 10068-108 St 


CHURCH 10209-123 St 467-0531 
THE ROOST 10345-104 St 425- 
3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 St 482- 
2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-95 Ave, 


4723-3524 
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE 12545-102 Ave 


BUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
level, WEM, 485-9494 


SAPPHIRE КП 
LOUNGE 10415 Whyte Ave, 437- 
0231/01625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave. 4280373 


9797 Jasper Ava 


hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 
STARLITE ROOM 30 Seconds 
to Mars, Aiden, Emanuel, 
Retrograde; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $19 (adv) at 
UnionEvents.com, TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS 
(WEM] 

URBAN LOUNGE Kokanee 
Showdown Finals; $5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON 


Appolusa 
DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: with DJ Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY'S Guriz Gone Wild 
Midnite: with DJ Eddy 
Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests 


ESCAPE Wild on Wednesday 


FEVER Wednesday industry 
night 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Wig Out Wednesdays: Psycho 
and Rockabilly with DJ Seizures 


RED STAR Funk 'n' Soul: funk 
soul, disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip 
hop with Coo! Curt, Yuri, Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip. 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with 
DJ Alvaro; $1 (member]/$4 
Inon-member) 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone 
Wild Feat: with DJ Nestor 
Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Lushious 
Wednesdays: retro alternative 
dance with DJ Jason; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $4 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Lushious Wednesdays: retro 


alternative dance; no minors; 
Spm (door); $4 


ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St 472. 
535 


ST. ANDREW'S UNITED 
CHURCH 3315-148 St, 430 6092 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
10819-71 Ave 


STANDARD 5107-104 51. 438.7582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St. 
478-1099 


$ТОШГ$ 2nd floor 10358 Whyte 
Ave, 437-7293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper 
Ave, 420-0448 

SUB STAGE Man A, Students 
Union Building. U of A Campus, 
492-3101 


TAPHOUSE 3020 MeKenny Ave. 
St Albert, 458-0860 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


ТІХ ON THE SQUARE Interpretive 
Centra, Churchill Sq, 9990-102 Ave, 
420-1757 


AFTERHOURS 10018. 
105 St 


URBAN LOUNGE 5111-105 St 
439-3388 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 1003) 
102 St (downstas|, 428-1089 


WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 
St 476-3388 


WINSPEAR CENTRE + Sx 
Winston Churhill So. 428-1414 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416- 
132 Ave, 451-5506 


WUNDERBAR 2120.11 St 46 
5586 


Y AFTERHOURS 1009-10? St. 
994-3755 www yaltterhours com 
YARDSIED SUITE 10200-86 Ave. 
«40008 
YESTERDAYS At 112. 205 
Camegie Dr. St. Albert, 458-0295 
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The Road Hammers 
McCoy plays country | 
rock, Canadian style | 


MIKE LAROCQUE / michael vueweekl.com 

ome musicians are nothing 
Som their bands. Whether 

they can't play their instrument 
or are unable to carry a tune, it's an 
undeniable fact that there are rockers 
out there who can't take the stage 
without their backing ensemble. 

Award-winning Canadian country 
musician Jason McCoy, however, 
seemingly would have no such prob- 
lem. But even though he's a proven 
vocalist and established musician, 
McCoy still saw fit to team up with 
Clayton Bellamy and Chris Byrne to 
form The Road Hammers, a trio 
dedicated to a blend of country music 
and southern rock. 

"| was just going through a time in 
my solo career where I wanted to try 
something completely different," says 
McCoy. 

“I originally wanted to do a concept 
album—I kept thinking about how 
Willy [Nelson] did all these concept 
records—and I thought I would be 
cool to do all truckin' tunes. I knew 
there were certain songs I can't sing 
because I don't have a rock 'n' roll 
voice, so I thought I would put togeth- 
er a Traveling Wilburys thing." 

For McCoy, the task of converting 
his straight-up country music into a 
rock-oriented sound wasn't a difficult 
undertaking. His previous albums 
had all been critical hits, and with 
the help of Bellamy's rock experience 
and Byrne bringing the harmony, 
McCoy managed to form a group that 
he hopes will mesh together his 
career in country music with his love 
of the southern rock groups of the 
'60s and '70s. 


"THE STYLE IS certainly reminiscent of 


all the greats," says McCoy. "Del 
Reeves did ‘Girl on the Billboard’ 


AND PARAMEDIC 


& THE UNION DUES 


EVIVAL DEAR (T.O.) 


THURS 


TICKETS $10 


MATTHEW BARBER 


THU, APR13 (T PM) 
THE ROAD HAMMERS 
WITH CORDOBA AND THEUNCAS 

© | FES $28 ADVANCE 


[which appears on The Road Ham- 
mers's self-titled album] originally, sc 
we wanted to take from that, but we 
also wanted to have a sort of сатру; 
fun, rock ‘n’ roll feel.” 

That album just won the band the 
band the Juno for Country Recording 
of the Year. 

McCoy notes that his time spent in 
Alberta as a child—as well as the con- 
tributions of Bellamy, who still lives in 
Bonnyville—influenced their sound: 
According to McCoy, Canada and the 
western prowinces have a Country 
sound all their own. 

“I've always maintained that Amer 
ican country music is born of blue- 
grass, whereas Canadian country 
music is born of folk music,” contin- 
ues McCoy. "There's a certain box thal 
each fits into, and I think the Canadi- 
an side has a bit of a flair to it, sot 
think we maybe have a bit more Cros- 
by, Stills, Nash and Young than Lynyrd 
Skynyrd would." v 


DAY 


“APRIL 20TH 


IN ADVANCE 
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АКО POWER. 
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Б restaurant & bar 


REVUE / FRI MARCH 31 / THE GET DOWN / NEW CITY once again, Edmonton's 
music scene banded together to help some brothers in their time of need. A 
rockin’ benefit concert at New City last weekend helped raise a little cash to 
replace a heap of Pat Bourne and Ted Wright's equipment, which was destroyed 
in a house fire. Their new band, The Get Down, may have been on the receiving 
end of the crowd's generosity, but the people who showed up were the real win- 
ners, catching one of the first glimpses of this city's latest rock juggernaut. Kick- 
ing things off with a killer MC5 cover, The Get Down tore through a solid set of 
soul-rattling rock ‘n’ roll, letting everyone know there's another hot act in town. 
—-PHIL DUPERRON / phil @vueweekly.com 
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TO WINS SEND YOUR ANSWER AND YOUR 
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Painter/musician Carrie Hryniw 
displays both kinds of her Pie es 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekiycom 

ocal songstress Carrie 
| Hryniw's musical path has 

been a winding one. After 
earning herself a music degree play- 
ing classical piano, she spent some 
time traveling and studying music in 
India before returning home to Cana- 
da and picking up the guitar and 
teaching herself to play. 

Once Hryniw began writing her 
own songs, the next logical step was 
to get out and start performing, but, 
having no recorded material to show- 
case her talents, Hryniw ran up 
against a brick wall finding gigs until 
she added another of her interests 
into the mix: painting. 

"I use my art show to create gigs 
for myself," Hryniw explains. "I'd go to 


APRIL 11 
e STARLITE 


SAT, APR 8 (70 PM) 

= CARRIE HRYNIW 
WITH BRETT MILES 

e 1 THESUGARAOWI, BY DONATION 


these venues and no one would want 
to book me, but it was a bit easier to 
get an art show booked, because I 
could just take a portfolio or even a 
couple of paintings and say 'this is 
what I do.” 

The art shows gave Hryniw the 
opportunity to perform and start gig- 
ging while she worked on her debut 
album, a wonderfully laid-bac - 
lection of acoustic tunes titled Pieces 
of Me 

While she admits to sometimes 
feeling as though she’s engaged in a 


Specially 
priced 


give 


gift card 


little bit of shameless E i, 
Hryniw concedes that the album title 
is accurate, since m 
are both important 
sonality, ultimat 
same place in her he 
"I think every 
pretty interconnected, 
"When I sit down to play 


“I use my art show.to 
create gigs for myself" 
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This one time, at band camp ... 
algary's band showed up too 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vuewoekly.com 
he days of high school band are 
| a thing of the past for most 
adults. Members of Edmonton's 
Cosmopolitan Music Society, howev- 
er, carry on the tradition of making 
music as a community with their 
spring series concerts. The 200-plus 
member CMS has its own studio on 
Gateway Boulevard and will be per- 
forming there with Calgary's CMS as 
part of the society's "On the Road" 
concert. 

According to CMS General Manag- 
er Darlene Bryant, the concept of 
teaming up with the society's Calgary 
counterpart was originally proposed 
by a band member who had lived in 
Calgary and played with the band 
there before moving to Edmonton for 
work a few years ago. 

The suggestion resulted in the 

(Edmonton CMS playing in Calgary on 

Mar 11 and the Calgary CMS playing 
with the Edmonton group this Satur- 
day. 

In Bryant's opinion, the fact that 
both bands' membership is largely 
amateur adds to the appeal of listen- 
ing to a CMS performance. "The 
members are non-professional, so 
everyone comes here out of the love 
for music. They have regular day jobs, 
but this is just that something extra 


шы | SAAPA O RM 

= | COSMOPOLITAN 
ec 

a 


MUSIC SOCIETY 
WITH CONDUCTORS HARRY PINCHIN, 


EARL PADDOCK 

COSMOPOLITAN STUDIOS, $10 
they do completely for themselves,” 
she says. 

"They're blending something that 
they are passionate about and that 
they enjoy doing with a social atmos- 
phere," she continues. "They come 
together as amateur musicians mak- 


ing beautiful music, and at the same 
time they have a community within a 
community, a place to gather." 

According to Bryant, this sense of 
community is what draws amateur 
musicians to the group. "It's the 
small-town feel in a big city," she 
enthuses. "It's really a time to enjoy 
excellent music at a really good price, 
and come together as a community." 

Unlike the rest of us school band 
graduates, for the members of the 
CMS, growing up didn't mean leaving 
the music-making behind. w 


END OF CLASSES BASH featuring... 


no minors 


doors 7pm, tix $28 adv 
available at ticketmaster, 
thesoundradio.com, 
megatunes, the powerplant 
and U of A info desks 
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DJ CHAMPIONSHIP 
EDMONTON ELIMINATION 


TICKETS $12 ADV AT BLACKBYRD, METHOD, SOULAR, MECATUNES 
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DAFT PUNK 
MUSIQUE VOL. 1: 1993 - 2005 
VIRGIN 


ROSS MOROZ / ross vueweekly.com 

Musique is the first (with 

8 more to come, I assume, 

based on the “Vol 1”) best-of 
THS ROCKS disc from one of the most 
successful (and awesome) “electroni- 
ca” artists of Daft Punk’s generation. 
While it may have only been released 
to satisfy contractual obligations to 
their label, this compilation still, you 
know, rocks—which is no small feat 
for a techno album. 

Actually, this rockingness might go 
a long way to explaining why Misters 
Homem-Christo and Bangalter have 
endured a whole lot longer than their 
more forgettable contemporaries 
(Prodigy, anyone?). 

From the guitar-esque hook of “Da 
Funk” to the “My Sharona” bounce of 
“Harder Better Faster Stronger” to the 
robot rock of, um, “Robot Rock,” Daft 
Punk have always seemed to under- 
stand that the masses were willing to 
give up grunge rock for techno, but 
only if that techno—despite its French 
house and synth-pop influences, and 
despite its lack of lyrics, verses, cho- 
ruses and the like—still sounded a lit- 
tle bit like rock ‘n’ roll. 

And only if it was, you know, also 
totally awesome. 


YOU ARE THERE 
TEMPORARY RESIDENCE 
MARC MORIN / marc'vueweekly.com 
Following the (semi) recent 
МА success of other post-rock 
bands like Mogwai and 
THS ROCKS Explosions in the Sky, You 
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top 10 sellers 


01. mr. beast mogwai 

02. axis of evol pink mountaintops 

03. fox confessor brings the flood neko case 
04. destroyer's rubies destroyer 

05. born again in the usa loose fur 


return to the sea 


Are There sees Japanese quartet Mono 
cutting into the post-rock action like a 
samurai cutting through a ninja. Or 
something. 

Post-rock neophytes tend to com- 
plain that all the bands in this genre 
sound the same, droning on and on 
for the quarter of an hour that each 
song tends to last. Although most of 
their songs do run between 10 and 15 
minutes, Mono has a very unique 
sound, and their songs aren't as much 
"drones" as they are a collection of 
giant build-ups that change and 
progress until they explode. 

Admittedly, this isn't the kind of CD 
you would pop in your car stereo to 
drive down Whyte with the windows 
rolled down hooting at girls—unless, 
of course, your car was on fire and 
being chased by a hoard of ninjas 
who also were on fire. Or something. 

What I mean to say, I suppose, is 
that Mono's music sounds very epic, 
like the final days of Ragnorók, where 
a wolf devours the moon before the 
sky is set ablaze. Or something. Just 
rest assured that, if you can set aside 
15 minutes to listen to a song, you 
won't be disappointed. 


THE JOHNSONS 
GYPSIES FOR LIFE 
SPAWNER 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
| The Johnsons deserve better 


then I can give them. They 

don't deserve a measly one- 
THS ROCKS handed devil-horn salute. 
No, these guys should get both hands 
held high in the air with pride. Since I 
can't do that, though, you'll have to 
take it into your own hands. Draw an 


extra sign, put two copies of the paper 
together, or drink until you seeing 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 
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Реза 


slands 


silent shout 


06. drum's nol dead liars 

07. porcella deadly snakes 

08. everything all the time band of horses 
09. first thought best thought arthur russell 
10. best party ever boy least likely to 


get here quick on bus #3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


double or something. 

Why do they deserve this rating? 
Well, I could tell you that they rock 
like Frankenstein's monster on speed, 
stomping out riff after riff. Or I could 
mention that, when they pull out a 
ripping guitar solo, they rip the page 
right in half. 

But what's the point of all that 
when the band can speak better for 
themselves? And so, I present an 
example of their devil-horned great- 
ness in the form of a gypsy-lovin' 
throw-down featuring one of the best 
lyrics ever to decorate a rock 'n' roll 
tune. From the title track: “We'll pre- 
tend we're your friend but we just 
stole your canoe / And now we're 
offering to sell it back to you / And 
before you realize what's happened 
we're in the next town / And if you 
look, strapped to our roof: a barely 
used canoe / Look familiar to you? 
There must be two / Step up! / Gyp- 
sies represent!" 

Rock on, boys, rock on. 


THEY SHOOT HORSES DON'T THEY 
BOO HOO HOO BOO 

KILL ROCK STARS 

MARC MORIN / marc vueweeklycom 


The debut album from 
e Canada's latest sentence- 
long-name band is a bit'odd 
THSISOK воо Ноо Hoo Boo is com- 
plied in a hectic but very creative way, 
the end result being something 
between Animal Collective's latest 
album and, um, a Russian circus. 

Just imagine Animal Collective 
being played by a burly Cossack guy 
whipping a bear riding a tricycle—and 
really, with eight members in the 
band, I can't be certain that at least 
one ofthe guys in doesn't do this. 

Although this formula tends to 
work for most of the disc, it does get a 
little redundant, even sloppy. These 
criticisms aside, though, this is a fairly 
solid album that will have you bop- 
ping in no time. 

Besides, I get the feeling these guys 
could make a fortune if they added a 
couple lions, a bearded lady and a 
rubber girl to their band. 


ROB ZOMBIE 
EDUCATED HORSES 
GEFFEN 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


\ Rob Zombie's music has 


always progressed along a 
route of subtle evolution, 
TASISOK fom his days fronting White 
Zombie through to his solo career. 
The one constant through it all has 
been Zombie's B-movie lyrics, and he 
doesn’t disappoint this time out: Zom- 
bie understands that he doesn’t need 
to spell out every twist in his stories, 


focusing more on forward momentym 
than literal translations. 


КТУ  APR6- 12, 2006 


MUSIC 


The intentional vagueness does the 
songs a world of good, inviting the lis- 
tener into Zombie's creep-show world 
while allowing for a suspension of 
disbelief. 

The other side of Zombie's story is 
the music and, while Educated Horses 
certainly fits comfortably into Zom- 
bie's catalogue, there is some growth. 

Gone are the overt (and occasion- 
ally intrusive) samples of film dia- 
logue. Zombie inserts a few 
spoken-word bits of his own, but gen- 
erally lets the music speak for itself, 
and it's a nice change. 

Zombie's vocals cover a wider 
range this time out, too: he still does 
plenty of growling, but he also slips 
into a very Alice Cooper-like singing 
voice at times. 

Together, it all makes for another 
solid release from everybody's 
favorite horrormeister. 


GEIGER. 
(DEKA GE THINKING 
COLUMBIA 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

This 16-year-old kid has the 
whole package: he’s a musi- 
cal prodigy who's been com- 
Tis suas posing his own songs since 
he was eight; he's got himself a raspy 
rock;'n' roll voice,already; and he 
knows (or at least his handlers know) 
that great music is always marked with 
the one-two whammy of a cover pho- 
tograph with the artist looking all 
moody and cool, and a CD booklet that 
actually folds out into a mini poster 
version of that moody and cool photo. 

Yeah, Geiger's lovelorn lyrics might 
occasionally seem a little simplistic, 
but at least he doesn't bother clutter- 
ing the melodies up with music that 
might resemble anything remotely 
interesting, so listeners can really 
focus on Geiger's soul baring words. 

Just check out this line from the 
witty "Thinking Underage”: "I'm first 
in line at the DMV / I'll sweet-talk you 
just give me the keys / I don’t have a 
curfew in my mind.” Jeez, I hope this 
girl he's sweet-talking doesn't live in 
Sherwood Park. 

Okay, seriously: there are plenty of 
kids out there who are being creative 
and doing interesting things with their 
music. Skip this album and go find 
one of them. w 


Vinay Jhass discusses 
The Band's Rock of Ages 


STEVEN SANDOR 
tistantreplay ©wueweekly com 


© | DISTANT REPLAY 


The Grassroot Deviation are one of the 
new bands to look for in Edmonton. 
The band is playing a slew of dates in 
the city and throughout Alberta and 
Saskatchewan in support of its brand- 
new, self-titled album, the release 
party for which saw the band rocking 
out at the Starlite a few weeks back. 

The band prides itself on playing 
the kind of music that doesn't pander 
to any sort of trends or fads. And that 
back-to-basics attitude can be traced 
all the way to the band members’ 
influences: when asked what album 
inspired him the most, drummer Vinay 
Jhass names Rock of Ages, the live 
album recorded by The Band on Dec 
31, 1971. 

“They were, along with the Grateful 
Dead, the quintessential Americana 
band,” says Jhass. “And they were 
doing it when there were so many yel- 
low polka-dot bands out there. People 
were embracing strange fashion and 
the motto was ‘don’t trust anyone over 
30." But The Band was a rebellion 
against rebellion. They didn’t care 
about how they looked—they just 
cared about making music.” 

The Band was started by rock leg- 
end Ronnie Hawkins, who brought 
together a staggering collection of ses- 


= QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
=H | quckspins C vueweekly com 


So we opened up 
Ross's mail while 
he was off taking a (3 
crap and we found |8 
this Maximum Cow- | 
bell CD, which we 
smuggled over to the production room. 
After giggling like ADHD five-year- 
olds for 20 minutes, we regained our 
composure, polished up our pathetic 
fagade of "yeah ... well ... whatever” 
and popped this disc in for an all-cow- 
bell analysis. Enjoy! 


ELECTRIC LIGHT ORCHESTRA 
EVIL WOMAN 

Pre-Wilbury Lynne 

Rocks the cowbell and the ‘fro 
Sings goddamn high, too 


WILD CHERRY 

PLAY THAT FUNKY MUSIC 

A white-guy funk band 

Plays funk song about white guys 
Who play in funk band 


mp on 
дїй. 
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ELVIS PRESLEY 

BURNING LOVE 

A hunk-a hunk-a 3 
Burning, sweating, drug-taking 
Sandwich-eating love 


sion musicians, including Levon Helm 
and Robbie Robertson. The backing 
band then went on to tour with Bob 
Dylan and was so highly praised that 
the group decided to make a go of it as 
a sole touring entity, rather than simply 
a collection of backing musicians. 

Rock of Ages saw The Band reunite 
with Dylan for a track, take on the 
classic “The Night They Drove Old 
Dixie Down," and even offer up a Mar- 
vin Gaye cover. A second disc, added 
in a 2001 reissue, included the famous 
“Up on Cripple Creek.” 

Jhass discovered the album after 
his brother gave it to him as a birthday 
gift. “He really schooled me into it,” 
says Jhass. "To me, it's the greatest 
live album." 

And it's still an album that Jhass 
enjoys on a regular basis. More than 
three decades after its release, Rock 
of Ages is still influencing young 
musicians. w 


LOVERBOY 

WORKING FOR THE WEEKEND 
A CanCon classic 

From way back when Mike Reno 
Could fit in his pants 


Cowbell royalty 
With a bass line that moves butts 
And shakes off pannies 


TED NUGENT 

FREE-FOR-ALL 

Bow-hunting nutbar 

Rocks quite hard despite being 
Quite bat-shit insane 


BLUE OYSTER CULT 

(DON'T FEAR) THE REAPER 
SNL classic 

The skit that launched a million 
Lame-assed impressions 


MOUNTAIN 
MISSISSIPPI QUEEN 
All good cowbell songs 
Are either about fightin’ 
Or overweight whores 


NILSSON 


Really? Nilsson? Hmmm! 
This lemon sticks out like a 
Math-class erection w 


MUSIC 


LIVING ILLUSION 
CHEAT TO WIN 


THE NEVERENDING 6 REVEGA 
DOORS SPM • NO MINORS» $5 WITH A TICKET / $8 WITHOUT 


THE ROAD 
HAMMERS 


CORDOBA © THE UNCAS 
$28 ADVANCE * NO MINORS » DOORS 7PM 


SPONSORED BY THESOUNDRADIO.COM, THE U OF A STUDENTS UNION, 
REDS, VUE WEEKLY, TRAVEL CUTS, BIG ROCK & ЛМ BEAM 


MYAMERICAN 
HEART 


KIROS © SYDNEY © SUMMERSIDE 
DIFINITY © DEAD BEAT ROMEO 

DOORS GPM • ALL AGES • $7 ADV / $10 DOOR 
TICKETS AWULABLE AT NEDS, THESOUNDRADIO CON, TICKETMASTER, BLACKBYRD, AND FREECLOUD 


CHECK OUT ALL THE DETAILS AT WIWW.THESOUNDRADIO.COM 
WEST EDMONTON MALL * 481-6420 
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Peter MacKay loves breasts! 
But columnist still loves cock 


2/3 DOLLAR BILL 


= | RICHARD BURNETT 
СӘ | threedollarbill @vueweekly.com 


` | love a fabulous rack. Yes, ladies and 
gentlemen, | admit it: | am a boobie- 
sexual. 

Tits, bazoombas, bodacious tatas! 
Welcome to my world. 

And this past weekend in Halifax, | 
was dazzled by the most famous and 
most fabulous rack on the planet, that 
of former Canadian Baywatch babe 
Pamela Anderson, who was in town 
hosting the star-studded Juno Awards. 

Now, | once slept with a pre-op tran- 
ny years ago at Toronto Pride. So, 
honey, | wouldn't hesitate one second 
getting down and dirty with a she- 
male, as long as she had tits like 
Pamela Anderson and a dick like 
Tommy Lee's! 

When Pamela made her fab 
entrance „at her very entertaining Juno 
press conference—on the arms of two 
RCMP officers, no less—l saw why 
Pamela has become a drag icon. 

| also almost decided never to wear 
leather pants again (I wore the same 
pair all weekend) when Miss Pamela 
came armed with her personal publicist 
from PETA, the animal-rights group 
Anderson has actively campaigned for 
over the last 15 years. (Anderson was 
PETA's very first “Lettuce Lady” poster- 
girl, posing in strategically placed let- 
tuce leaves in a hugely successful PETA 
“Try Vegetarian!” campaign.) 

When smiling reporters asked her if 
Conservative PM Stephen Harper final- 
ly met geśch her to discuss the Canadian 
seal hunt—which most Canadians 
couldn't give a shit about, since we not 
only love but need our fur coats and 
leather pants—Anderson said, "Mr 
Harper wouldn't meet with me." 

Clearly, Harper is the only red-blood- 
ed Canadian man who won't meet with 
Pamela Anderson. 

Pamela also had fun at her own 
expense, saying stuff like, when asked 
to turn left for a snapshot, "Which left? 
I'm blonde!” 

When asked which of her body of 
work she’s most proud of, Pamela listed 
off all of her accomplishments, from 
mothegraod to “all that really, really 
great acting I've done." Anderson is 
still a Canadian at heart, her Canadian 
sense of humour intact and all 


MY JUNO CONFRERES—Hour maga- 
zine columnists Jamie O'Meara and 
Brendan Murphy, plus Scoop Silverman 
of Toro magazine—nearly bumped into 
Pam at the CTV private party held in the 
Economy Shoe Shop nightclub the night 
before the Junos 

The joint was packed with every D- 
list bitch in Halifax, not to mention 
Canadian Idol judges and runners-up, 
plus politicians like John Reynolds and 
Belinda Stronach, who herself has one 
helluva rack. (Later | also saw 
Stronach's ex, Foreign Affairs Minister 
and Maritimer Peter MacKay, guzzling a 


beer while chatting up a local with big 
tits in The Seahorse bar downstairs.) 
Political scions Ben Mulroney and 
Justin Trudeau were also at the CTV 
party, and are clearly good friends. 

| bumped into an old buddy, best- 
selling Montreal rocker Jonas Tomalty, 
to whom | explained—in light of Pam's 
presence—that | am a boobiesexual. 

“It doesn't matter what you got 
going on in the fireplace as long as you 
got a mantelpiece!” Jonas cracked. 

The night of the Junos—after 
reporters were herded into a pitiful 
Q&A room like a bunch of cattle, not 
even allowed to go out and check out 
the show—I cut out early to meet 
Terry, the 19-year-old twinkie who 
worked at my hotel gift shop, hence- 
forth dubbed “Gift Shop” Terry by the 
boys with whom | shared a Halifax 
hotel room. 

"Bugs, l'm sure this doesn't need to 
be said," Brendan cracked before we 
left Montreal, "but, at lights out, there is 
a four-dude maximum room occupancy.” 

So | ducked out of the Junos early 
and met up with Terry, who gave me a 
royal Nova Scotia welcome in my hotel 
room. { returned the favour by giving 
him the best blowjob of his life. 

! then wiped my mouth and met my 
boys at the boozy EMI party at the Hali- 
fax Rain Club, where everyone from 
legendary Canadian rock promoter Don- 
ald K Donald to Tom Cochrane to Chad 
Kroeger showed up. 

| didn't get much sleep that night, 
what with the open-bar party packed 
with boobiesexuals (which, | should 
mention, is a term coined by podcaster 
Cunning Minx—boobiesexuals are 
straight women who love a beautiful 
bosom). 

But the term was correctly amended 
last week by fab Village Voice colum- 
nist Rachel Bussel to include gay men. 

Which brings me back to Pamela 
Anderson. 

“| think | have a mostly female fol- 
lowing," Pam said at her CTV press 
conference. "I'm a girl's girl." 

Which goes to prove l'm not the only 
boobiesexual in love with Pamela 
Anderson's amazing rack. w 
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THE BIGGEST STORY IN 2000 YEARS Still Point, 110. 
10350-124 St (452-9388) Lecture presented by Tara 
Canada * Wed, Apr. 12 (7-9:30pm) * Donations 
BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A- 
104 St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic Roots, 8225- 
122 St; every third Thu (6:30pm) 

CONVERSATION CAFÉ Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented by Rev. Yvonne 
Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 

GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL Hostel 
International, 10647-81 Ave (454-6216) Slide pres- 
entation of Sudan-Darfur (2005) by Jack and Elly 
Dalmaijer * Apr. 10 (7:30pm) * Free 

LUNCH AND LEARN City Hall, Heritage Rm, 
info@afms.ca Brad Kring gives an overview of the 
New Family Law Act, presented by the Family 
Mediation Society * Apr. 12 * Free 


SHIP Tory Bdg Basement, Rm 95 * Annual 
Distinguished Lectureship Lecture: North America: A 
Trilateral, Bilateral Or Unilateral Space? featuring 
speakers Lorenzo Meyer, Stephen Clarkson, and Lewis 
Laphan * Apr. 6 (3:30-5:30pm) 

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE Stanley A. Milner Library 
Edmonton Rm, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (492-0448) * 
Between Didactic Stories and History in the Old 
Testament, and What Follows? Discussion and presenta- 
tion with Dr. Ehud Ben Zvi * Sat, Apr. 8 (2-3:30pm) 


POLITICS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD ADVOCACY IN 
AOTEAROA-NEW ZEALAND Stanley A. Milner 
Library, Edmonton Room (492-0890) • A lecture pre- 
sented by Dr. Helen May • Apr. 11 (7-8:30pm) • Free 


RAJA YOGA MEDITATION AND POSITIVE THINK- 
ING Brahma Kumaris Meditation Centre (425-1050) * 
Introduction to Raja yoga meditation * Tue, Apr. 11 
(6:30pm) * Free 


ROMANCE WRITERS OF EDMONTON Grant 

McEwan, Rm 5-238, 

www.romancewritersedmonton.com * First and third 
"Thu ea. Month (7-3:30pm) 


SENIORS UNITED NOW Ramada Hotel, Kingsway 
(449-1816) « Annual general meeting featuring 
speaker Norman Kwong * Wed, Apr. 12 (8:30am 
silent auction, 10am-noon meeting) 


SHAMANIC DRUMMING CIRCLE Korean Buddhist 
Temple, 10155-89 St, www.changingwoman.ca * 1st 
and 3rd Fri ea month 


SHAPE-NOTE/SACRED HARP SINGING U of A Fine 
Arts Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave, Rm 2-28, kmmiller@ualberta.ca 
* Sing four-part folk hymns from the American South, no 
religious affiliation * Every Tue (5-7pm) 


TOASTMASTERS * Norwood Toastmasters Club, 
11150-82 St (430-8774) Learn public speaking and com- 
munication skills in an encouraging, supportive and 
friendly environment; every Thu (8-10pm) * N'Orators 
Toastmasters Club, 11910-40 St (476-6963) Learn pub- 
lic speaking/leadership skills; every Wed (7-9рт) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME FOUNDATION Academy of 
King Edward, 8525-101 St (1-866-824-9764) + Support 
meeting, informal sessions to provide support for par- 
ents of children with TS * First Wed ea month (7:30pm) 


TRANSMISSION MEDITATION Still Point, 110, 
10350-124 St (452-9388) Public talk * Mon, Apr. 10 
(7-9:30рт) * Donations 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave * Potluck supper featuring speaker Terry Fry who 
will talk on his experience with the CHIP program * 
Sun, Apr. 9 (5.30pm supper, 6.30pm speaker) 


VIGILS TO STOP PRIVATIZATION OF MEDICARE 
Legistature, North steps e Mon, Apr. 10 (7:15pm) * 
Wed, Apr. 12 912:15 noon) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION (425- 
5895/434-6264) * Free guided hike, approx. 10km at 
Rainbow Valley, meet by the Snow Valley Ski CLub, 
13204-145 Ave * Apr. 9 (meet at Sam) 

WHY ARE WE STILL FIGHTING? RACE UNITY AND 
PEACE Edmonton Baha'i Centre, 9414-111 Ave (481- 
697) © Race Unity Series: featuring speakers from vari- 
ous faith/cultural perspectives * Sat, Apr, B (2-4pm] 
WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market, members,shaw.ca/womeninblack ж 
Silent vigil on the 1st and 3rd Sat ea month - 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta,ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP bwcoffee- 
group@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 


Hoc ri 7 
m E S 10242-106 St (423-5014) * 
Large tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. 
Members only ^ 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 Mon: Amateur strip contest 
_ (12:30); DJ Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free pool, 
Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Gurlz Gone Wild 
‘Midnite: with DJ Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, Ashley 
Love, Yohko Oh-no, guests * Thu: Wet Undies Contest 
(12:30): with DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no • Fri: DJ Alvaro 
dance party, male strippers * Sat: Theme parties, 
leather/fetish dungeon, free pool, pool tournament, DJ 
Arrowchaser • Sun: Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca 
and Mz Vanity Fair (11pm), DJ Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) • Open 24/7 + www.gayedmonton.com 


BUSINESS 
- www.edmontonrba.org e Monthly after business 


mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT busi- 
ness community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7 Chivedmon- 
ton.com * Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 
Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, 
education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organi- 
zation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
straight allies and support staff * Third Thu each 
month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact 
Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV • Every Tue 
(7-3pm): Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) • 
Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages 
* Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5pm) * Free (member)/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices e 
Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 10010-109 St (488- 
3234) Open 10am-10pm * Open 10am-10pm * 
GLBT and Supporters Community and Resource Centre: 
Drop-in, use the library, TV room, community access 
computers. Join a group or take part in special pro- 
gramming * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club: last Sun 
ва month (1-6pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support 
Group: Support and education for transsexual, trans- 
gendered, intersexed, two-spirited and questioning indi- 
viduals; first, third, last Sun ea month (2-4pm) * 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and 
discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com e Monday Movie Night: Movie 
nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards; 
every Mon * Womens Spirituality Group: Drumming 
circle facilitated by Kuaitzi; 2nd Tue ea month (7pm, TV 
room) e Bisexual Discussion Group: Mixed social and 
discussion group drop-in, facilitated by Vanessa edmbi- 
groupGyahoogroups.com; first, third Tue ea month (7pm 
Meeting Room A) * Community Potluck Dinner: Second 
Mon ea month (7-9рт) * Meditation Circle: Drop-in, 
facilitated by Hanne Csanyi, hanneGfyrewind.com; 
1st/3rd Wed ea month; Meeting Room A; $5 • The HIV 
Positive GLBT Support Group: Drop-in support group 
facilitated by Mark (HIV Outreach); every 2nd Thu (7- 
Эрт) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and 
social group; every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Womonspace: 1st Sat ea 
month (10am-1pm) * Prime Timers: Monthly member _ 
meetings * Community Potluck Dinner: 2nd Mon ea 
month (6:30pm) e GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu 
(10:30am-3:30pm) * In Together Out Together Get 
Together: A welcoming group for GLBT members in their 
20s, 30s and 40s hosted by Robert Blatchford 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun- 
Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip 
with Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: 
Rotating shows: Sticky's open stage and the Weakest 
Link game second and last Thu with DJ Jazzy * Fri: 
Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New European music with DJ 
Quttawak Downstairs: DJ Jazzy * Sat: Every Sat like 
new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme parties with DJ 
Jazzy; Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and Mike 
Long weekend Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic 
Show: Every long weekend with DJ Jazzy • Tue-Thu 
$1 (member]/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) • Sat-Wed: With Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm] + 
Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


AFRICA GETS MORE LOVE: 30 000 WAYS SAGA 
CREATES CHANGE Students Union Building, Sub 
Stage * Celebrate with Students Against Global 
Apathy * Thu, Apr. 6 (3am-1pm) • Free 

ALMOST FAMOUS COCKTAIL PARTY 20 Floor, ING 
Bldg, 10130-103 St (492-9448) Fundraiser featuring 
artworks by the Faculty of Extension's students, teach- 
ers and alumi • Apr. 6 (7-9:30pm) * $200 (incl 
art)/$75 (event only) 


BECHA KPACHA-VESNA KRASNA Muttart 


APR 6 - 12, 2006 


EVENTS 
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and more • Apr. 7-June 4 І 1 


Sportex Building, Northlands Park (686-969) e Featuring ' 
price] А deris and Tum. н . 

E Зат-брт, * Adult day pass: 
$10 (adv)/$12 (door); senior/student day pass: $8 
(adv)/$10 (door); adult festival pass: $15 (adv)/$18 и 
(door); senior/student festival pass: $12 (adv)/$15 (door) 
DRIFTERS Cinema at the Centre, Stanley A. Milner 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7070) + 
Mandarin with English subtitles, 14A, coarse language 
Wed, Apr. 12 (7pm) * Free 


ETHICAL FASHN SHOW Grant MacEwan College, CN 
Tower Theatre Room 5-142, City Centre Campus, 10700- 
104 Ave (633-6922) • Showcasing clothes from local 
stores who sell clothing that has not been made in 
sweatshops * Apr.6 * Free, donations accepted for 
the MacEwan Student Food Bank and Project H.0.PE. 
FLOWER POWER EVENT Red Strap Art Market, 
10305-97 St (497-2211) * Benefit for the Bissell Centre 
featuring the Back Porch Swing, Knotwork, The Time 
Flies, Netti Spaghetti, Dawn Bissett, Roy Agnew, and 
others. A fashion Show by Pink Poodle Boutique, and an 
open stage hosted by Mary Rankin * Sat, Apr. 8 (1pm) 
* Free, donations for Bissell Centre 

OUTDOOR WAY OF THE CROSS Sacred Heart School, 
96 St, 108 Ave (466-6327/423-9675) * Begins and ends 
at the Sacred Heart School • Fri, Apr. 14 (10am-noon) 


TASTE OF OLD STRATHCONA TransAlta Arts Barns, 
10330-84 Ave (433-5866) * Featuring a silent and live 
auction, entertainment and food * Fri, Apr. 7 * $20 
at the Old Strathcona Foundation 


WATERWALKER FILM FESTIVAL Metro Cinema 
(488-6614) © Thu, Apr. 13 (7pm) * $10 (adv) at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op/$12 (door) 

THE WORLD'S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS Garneau 
Theatre, 8712-109 St, www.edmontonfilmfest.com + 
Fundraiser for the 2006 Edmonton International Film 
Festival featuring an opening gala followed by a 
screening of the World's Hottest Commercials + Thu, 
Apr. 13 (5:30pm door, 7pm film) * $20 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) • Every Wed- 
Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BANKER'S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) • Every Fri 
(3pm-1am) * Every Sun (8pm-midnight): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne Street, St 
Albert, 418-6332 © Every Thu * Every Wed: name 
that tune 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) « 
Every Sun (8pm-12): with Jeannie 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd * 
Every Tue (9pm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


CROWN AND ANCHO! 15277 Castledowns Rd, 
113A St (472-7696) • Every Thu night 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (Эрт): with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) e Every Thu 
(8-12), Fri-Sat (10pm-2:30am): with Debra-Fae 

FUNKY BUDDHA ON WHYTE AVE 10341-82 Ave 
(433-9676) Every Sun 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) e Every Tue/Wed 
(9:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Every 


Fri (8pm-midnight) with Deb Thulin of Hot Karaoke 
Productions Ltd 


HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave © Every Thu (8:30pm) 
with Prosound Productions 


JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) • Every 
Mon (7-11pm): with Peggy Sue 

KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave (918-6829)e Every 
Tue with Smirking Jay 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) * 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave * Every Sat (Spm- 
Тат): with Off-Key Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) Every Fri 
(5pm): with Chris 

MO0JO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan * 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


O/CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) • 
Every Thu (3pm-1am) 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall (W), 135 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8022) • Every Thu (8:30pm-1:30am): With Gord from 
Stonerock Productions 


RATT 2-900 Students' Union Bldg, 8900 114 St, U of A 
Campus * Hey, What Are These Tunes Called?: Name 
That Tune every Tue with Colin Krieger * Karaoke, baby: 
Every Wed Night with Colin and Darrell (8pm) 


ROSARIO KARAOKE CENTRAL 11715-108 Ave (447- 
4727) * Nightly (9:30pm); with Dave and Ed 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL • Downtown, 10604-101 

St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with - '* 
Ruth • Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily 
(9:30pm) • Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); 
every Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every - 
Thu-Sat (9рт-1ат): with Off-Key Entertainment 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING — 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) • Every Tues, Fri-Sat ~ 
(7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-5pm) TM 
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be 90 years old, you will 
pent a total of eight months sitting 
in your car stopped at red lights. In addi- 
tion, you will have wasted 10 months 
standing in lines at stores, banks, and 
government agencies, and you will have 
lost almost two years killing time while 
hoping that a certain phone call, letter, or 
e-mail will arrive. That’s the bad news, 
Aries. The good news is that few of those 
agonizing pauses will be racked up in the 
near future. You could make three 
months’ progress in 15 days. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

| once knew a psychic who worked with 
people in comas. He contacted their spirits, 
which were wandering in limbo between 
this world and the next, and tried to con- 
vince them to either fully return to their 
bodies or else let their bodies die and for- 
mally exit to the other side. The task you 
now face is comparable in a sense: being 
neither here nor there is a futile state that 
you shouldn't continue to accept. Do what's 
necessary to make the knotty choice with 
as much grace as possible. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Plato said God was a geometer who cre- 
ated an ordered universe imbued with 
mathematical principles. Through the 
ages, scientists who've dared to speak of 
"а supreme being have sounded the same 
theme. Galileo wrote, "To understand the 
universe, you must know the language in 
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which it is written. And that language is 
mathematics." Modern physicist Stephen 
Hawking says that by using mathematical 
theories to comprehend the nature of the 
cosmos, we're trying to know "the mind 
of God.” But philosopher Richard Tarnas 
proposes a different model than these 
three. In his book Cosmos and Psyche, he 
suggests that God is an artist—more in 
the mold of Shakespeare than Einstein. 
Your assignment, Gemini, is to practice 
seeing the world like that: as a sublime 
work of art crafted by a master of drama, 
suspense, and storytelling. In my opinion, 
your life these days is a lyrical example of 
this divine craft. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“All journeys have secret destinations of 
which the traveller is unaware,” wrote 
philosopher Martin Buber. That's some- 
thing you're on the verge of proving, Can- 
cerian. Any day now | hope you will 
discover the hidden truth about a treasure 
you didn't know you've been searching 
for; you will stumble upon the surprising 
answer to a riddle you hadn't even real- 
ized you desperately need to solve. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

| had a dream about my three closest Leo 
friends. In the dream, | was observing 
them as they wriggled out of cocoons that 
were hanging from a large tree that 
resembled a dinosaur skeleton. They were 
covered with feathers and their arms had 
turned into wings, though they still had 
human faces. Once they were free of the 
cocoons, they soared away. As | watched 
their ascent, my own arms began to trans- 
form into feathered wings. Here's how | 
interpret my dream: you Leos are ready to 
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take off, and your flights will serve as 
inspiring examples to other people. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Did you ever get one of those spam e- 
mails informing you that you've won the 
lottery in the Netherlands or that your 
government is trying to locate you in 
order to give you the assets of a distant 
relative who died and left you an inheri- 
tance? In the coming week, you should be 
alert for messages that contain authentic 
versions of those phony come-ons. 
According to my reading of the astrologi- 
cal omens, you have become eligible for 
benefits you don't know about or have 
barely guessed the existence of. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

The World Conservation Union says that 
one out of every eight of the earth's plant 
species is facing extinction. The threat is 
even higher in the US, where 29 per cent 
are at risk. You may imagine this has no 
impact on your personal life, but | believe 
your deep self experiences it with 
tremendous sadness and loss. In accor- 
dance with current astrological omens, 
you might consider addressing the situa- 
tion by revitalizing your connection to the 
plant world. Try singing to a forsythia 
bush. Hug a cherry tree. Say a prayer for 
a garden. Eat a salad or drink chamomile 
tea with reverent gratitude. 


SCORPIO (oct 23 - NOV 21) 

Your power animal is the Hawaiian fish 
known as the humuhumunukunukuapuaa. 
It has two spines, and that'll be a good 
symbol for you in the coming days: you'll 
need to have a powerful backbone as you 
weather challenges to your integrity and 


authority. The humuhumunukunukuapuaa 
is also able to wedge itself into tight 
Spaces to seek temporary refuge from its 
adversaries. That has a metaphorical 
resemblance to a skill I hope you'll culti- 
vate. Finally, the humuhumunukunukua- 
puaa looks like a pig and makes pig-like 
grunts. You'll benefit from having a simi- 
lar ability to confound people about what 
kind of animal you are. Having multiple 
identities will keep you strong. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 


I'm not in the least sorry about that time 
15 years ago when Brandon and Anah 
and | jumped on the roof of a stranger's 
BMW at 3 am and belted out songs from 
West Side Story. Nor do | have any 
fegrets about burning 37 one-dollar bills 
and kissing 32 people's asses at 2003's 
Burning Man festival during my Sacred 
Uproar Revival show. I'm also at peace 
with scores of other past actions that 
lacked decorum and dignity. According to 
my analysis of the astrological omens, 
Sagittarius, it's a good time for you to do 
something similar: celebrate the outra- 
geous, extreme, uninhibited things you've 
done that caused no harm and raised the 
levels of fun in your part of the world 
Then go out and do some more. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 


Things you don't particularly need right 
now: excuses to procrastinate; urges to 
retreat into hardened positions and fixate 
on the way things used to be; fantasies 
about changing the personalities of peo- 
ple you love. Things you do need: a windy 
day, a meadow, and a dragonish kite; 
more raw curiosity and better questions; 
an idiosyncratic altar in your bedroom; 


CLASSES 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
Two-for-One Family Rates. Call Northern River Karate 
School 707-3693 to watch a class! 


Drop in Meditation Classes -Thursdays 7-9pm 
Practical guided meditations, teachings discussion and 
break. A warm community with resident Buddhist monk. 
ne welcome! Garneau United PI. 11148-84 Ave 
ї 412-1006 www MeditationEdmonton.org 


FOR SALE 


*Phone Services 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


6 
PERMANENT JOBS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Available immediate 


openings 
Full & Part time work 


CALL 
702-5519 


i 
1 Office:10303-108 SŁ Edmonton 


1 Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


j *Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
«lp to 45 characters per line. 

*Every letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 
*Allow one space following punctuation. 


1 *Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 


HELP WANTED 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


If you're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi @ 
483-1658. Therapeutic massage Licence: 7439417- 
0017439415-001 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981 


STUDIOS FOR RENT 


Artist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 200-500 SF. 


Great Downtown location at the Great West Saddlery 
Bldg, 10137-104 St. Call Mike 429-4092. 


FOR $12.50 


THREE LINES SECTION ronron: 


SERVICES 


PE USM 


EASY RECONNECT. 5 


1-877-446-5877 


WORKSHOPS 


Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City Lights 
Toastmasters! Meetings Downtown every Tuesday at 
noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details 


Learn from the pro's, Voice-Over, writing, stand-up 


comedy and Radio announcing. This could be your 
ticket to an exciting new career. Workshops avail. 
now. Call Sharkey at 944-1686 or go on line 
ji -studi 3 htm 


Los Angeles Film Director 


in Edmonton to teach film 
seminars May 12 13 14 
Make your next audition shine! 
Call Today! 460-4607 
Check out his website at 


www.tomlogan.com 


| 


Tore gratitude for and intimacy with your 
muse; finger paint and five large sheets of 
paper so you can illustrate your life story 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
Aquarian actress and talk show host Tal- 
lulah Bankhead (1902 - 1968) had a Yar to 
say. According to her biographer Joel 
Lobenthal in his book Tallulah!: The Life 
and Times of a Leading Lady, she some- 
times spoke nonstop for hours, and in the 
course of one especially loquacious day 
uttered upwards of 70 000 words. Let's 
make her your role model for the coming 
week, Aquarius. | believe it's your sacred 
duty to express even more thoughts 
jokes, observations, and stream-of-con- 
sciousness messages than you usually 
do. Fluency is your middle name 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

My best friend in hich schoo! was James 
a Piscean artist. His work was so wild 
and beautiful that it scared 
Instead of seeing him as he 
ding creative genius—they suffered from 
the delusion that he was mentally ill 
They confined him to an asylum and 
forced him to undergo shock treatments 
Since they thought | was а bad influence, 
they forbade us from having contact. | 
lost track of him when | went to college 
This week | decided to google James. | 
Was ecstatic to find that he has grown up 
big and strong. He's an inventor and phi- 
lanthropist living in Florida, having made 
loads of money from his numerous cre- 
ations. | nominate him to be your inspira 
tion. May his triumph over his past rouse 
you to recover some of the fullness of the 
brilliance that was suppressed and 
wounded when you were young. w 


BANG-ON 


Do you have what it 
takes to BANG-IT-ON? 


doin the revolution in retall We 
need full time and part time 
customer service associates 
for our Kingsway and upcoming 
Whyte Ave. locations. 


Drop off your resume to 
BANG-ON at our Kingsway 
location, lower level 
entrance #3, with yours. 
wage expectations. 


No phone calls please. 
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11745 Jasper Ave. 


"ARTIST TO ARTIST 


i nathe non-profit, 
Ads of more than 20 word: т sie to regular c or 
submitted in writing 


ELS 926 1996/ 


is noon the T re publication. Placement 
ЕЧ upon available space. 


BS ons oo 
artists 3519 interested la. 
кары. ae 
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RZ m 
Poetry In Motion, рс Fue enters Bere 
National Ico Theatre 


Canada Production 
for the Edmonton Fringe Theatre Sr Aug. 17-27. 
www. nationalicethea’ 


The is looking for aspiring film- 
makers for “First Stories” intro to film & EE 


Belcourt (780)495-3016, w.belcourt@nfb. 


Romance Writers of Edmonton meet 1st and 3rd 
Thu ea month at GMCC, Rm 5-1238, 7-9:30pm, 
www. romancewritersedmonton.com 


For Women Seekin X ja Romantic 


Affairs & the Men 
Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 815 


SIGN-UP 
" FREE! 


000 


Ad Profiles 


1-866-742-2218 
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Discreet Rear Entrance 


FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


Overseas 


GA cus 


1 -888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar 
Overseas Job 
Tuesday @ 7pm Guaranteed! 


$9.00 rooms 


$6.00 lockers 


451 - 5554 


afe • Discreet + Anonymous ;* 21 
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Edmonton Week Workers Art Show-Call for 
тна То ee т 


Gale at 
LU drei) Gallery features guest 
Proposal, 10 CV: Artist state- 
се ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 
Now accepti for short dance pieces 
to be included in DAZE benefit perform. 
ance on Мау 13. Ph: 439-9039. 


Seeking male (15-1 -117) int. in learning 
pS PF ША, dance) at a com- 


ии level. reply@musicale.ca 


MUSICIANS 


fro, ayy ree fees 18+ pre- 
ability to play instrument a ЧИШ 
skills an asset. e-m: k-a.jones@hotmail.co 


rock band seeks dedicated lead guitar. 


ill, character, looks. Songwriting/vocals an asset. 
& No drugs, Christian values. 922-2542. 


player with vocals ready to teur-any tour 
duration, own gear. Call Mike at (780) 374-3638. 


Drummer wanted for rock/altemative band. Est. cover 
band, want to focus on original music, Luc 991-2506. 


CRYSTAL SOUND STUDIO 
Brand New State of the Art Recording Studio 


Demo packages eae $200, 
Contact Steve 952-6848 for info about our 
Grand jals 


Visit: crystalsoundstudio.com 
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WWW.PACIFICAV.COM 
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| “Drummer needed for est. rock cover band. Needto 


LALA 107 DN READ Sen LU VON only. Ph 


Singer from Las Vegas Crypt Keepers 
full original band to a 


looking for 
to start-up. Ph Pat Paul at 634-9553, 
em: paullvek@hotmail.com 


Futures Fest: Searching for bands, singers, songwrit- 
ers, performers, ages 5-25, www.visionarytalent.com 


Multi-influenced original rock. Serious callers only. 
780-988-9800 


VOLUNTEER 


a a ES 
The Gift of Life Fun Run and Walk: Sun, Apr. 23 
at Rundle Park. Funds raised go the Kidney 
Foundation of Canada. Register: www.kidney.ab.ca 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 

teers aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk 

youth in a drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947 or e-m: 
lus.net 


Human Rights City Edmonton: Take part in a new 
Survey: www.johnhumphreycentre.org 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 


Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at educa- 
tion@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Program at U of A 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PMS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. 


Gra 2€ Vine 
ERSONALS 


7 


TOLL FREE 


800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


FFANY 
DARK ДАШ "m. EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY WITH 
EAUTIFUL TANNED BODY, 413-0294. 


Kathleen Escorts 
Independent Ladies 
Lynn - Blonde, blue- beauty. 
Amanda - Petite, natural busty blonde 
Heather - Exotic, blonde, hard tanned body 
Teeza - Egyptian, blonde, tanned, toned body 
Donna - Dark hair, greeneyes, busty 
Danielle - Tall, busty European, brunette 
Suelee - Asian, long silky brunette hair 
Flat Rates Quoted - 442-3030 
Bonded 05-3816197-002 


ADULTS 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 30 min FREE 
using code 1752. (780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! (780) 
413-7144. Enter code 2310 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


| 6 FREE Trial for MEN: 


702.2223 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must he accepted as awarded 


- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 
- you may win only ence every 60 days 


- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of these who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided te contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


Fox in Sox, cocks in box! 


ALLSEXCOLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 
altsex@altsexcolumn.com 
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DEAR ANDREA: 

Гат a woman who really likes socks 

Knee socks, pantyhose, thigh-highs, any- 
thing interesting that goes to or above 
the knee. My husband loves them too. My 
only problem is that | spend more money 
on socks than | can afford. 

I've noticed that some women are sell- 
ing used soeks on eBay and getting quite 
good prices. I'd like to try this, but I'm not 
sure what tacit agreement exists 
between buyer and seller. How many 
days would | be expected to wear the 
socks? Do they expect pictures of me 
wearing them? What kind of pictures? 
Anything else? 

I know what I'm comfortable doing and 
what I'm not. | just don't know what 
these buyers would want from me. It 
seems unlikely that they would be paying 
$45 for just a pair of socks, you know? 
LOVE, PIPPI 


DEAR PIP: 

I'm not sure where you looked on eBay, 
but my own searches washed up repeat- 
edly upon the shoals of eBay's “no dirty 
clothes” policy. The ads for used socks 
are often quite obviously and deliberately 
fetishy (they repeat the words “VERY 
WELL WORN” more often than you'd 
think necessary, for instance) but they 
inevitably include the rote phrase, “Socks 
cleaned prior to shipping according to 
manufacturer's instructions and eBay poli- 


| cies," which | imagine the seller typing in 


with a resigned sort of sigh. (Many sock 
sellers post pictures of the socks in their 
pre-cleaned condition, | notice, especially 
those sub-specializing in the athletic sock 
or "stinky" category.) 

eBay isn't the only auction site out 
there of course, nor does its prissy little 
policy prevent the creative seller from 
getting certain points across. “Covergirl,” 
for instance, claims to be a 19-year-old 
model and concludes her ad with a prom- 
ise to consider "all offers and requests." 
I'll bet she does 

Since the prices people seem to get 
might keep a gir! in socks but not the 
really good socks (and you're a girl who 
appreciates a fine sock), I'm not satisfied 
with the simple eBay auction for you. You 
could post one of those open-ended 
offers to be available for whatever, like 
that chippy above, but somehow i don't 
think "all requests considered" is quite 
what you had in mind 

So how about this: like Covergirl, you 
place some socks on eBay with the usual 
suggestive wording (“VERY WELL 


WORN," et cetera) along with an even 
more suggestive profile and an e-mail 
address. Inquiries receive a return e-mail 
containing a link to a private WeE site 
with more information about your other 
products (all of this pseudonymous and 
aliased up the waz, of course) 

Before you do this, you have to decide 
what those services entail, but don't go 
feeling obligated to conform to any sort 
of industry standard here. You get what 
you can command, and you don't want to 
make a full-time job out of it. Say you'll 
wear them for three days and will include 
a pic (knees down only if that's what feels 
comfortable) and don't say or imply that 
you're willing :o entertain any further or 
more persona! requests, and then don't 

There are also a few adults-only used 
underwear auction sites (ebanned net, for 
instance) where you could post your 
offerings and avoid the extra fuss, but 
they're kind of sleazy and gross (particu- 
larly the typography and all the blinking, 
candy-pink icons, eeeeew) and may make 
you feel that way yourself—not in a good 
way, if you're subject to that sort of thing 

This all does seem like kind of a lot of 
work, | know, and you could just go ahead 
and pop those socks up on eBay and get 
what you get, but with "buy оуу 
prices in the five-buck range, it hardly 
seems worth it 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA. 
I have this fantasy about having a woman 
light a match and haid it up to my penis 


area. One of my wife's friends likes bum- 

ing stuff too. | have even gotten inside of 

a box that she lit on fire 

know that it makes me horny. 
Have you ever heard of this? Do you 

think it makes her horny too? 

LOVE FIRED UP 


She doesn't 


DEAR EFFED UP: 
Possibly, but it also makes her dangerous 
and maybe crazy. You, too. 

Look, it’s very possible and even quite 
popular to play with fire in a fetishy, 
S&Mish context. Candle wax and alcohol 
fires (burns right off) are probably the 
most popular, and certainly the safest, 
options, but even a couple of the most 
experienced players | know once suffered 
a frightening and quite humiliating acci- 
dent, and in public, yet 

They were trying to show off haw cool 
and edgy they were when the fire did what 
fires will do: got a little out of control and 
required some sort of not-so-sexy drop ‘n 
smother-type maneuver to squelch jt 

Fire is for experienced players, not 
some bozo in a box. Read up (and buy a 
fire extinguisher!) before you go any fur- 
ther, please 
LOVE. ANDREA 
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Buckcherry, the band that broke onto 
the scene in 1999 with their self-titled 
debut and monster singles “Lit Up”, 


“Check Your Head” and “For The Movies”, 


have returned with a vengeance. Led 
by original members vocalist Josh Todd 
and guitarist Keith Nelson, Buckcherry 
continue to represent the wild-ride 
lifestyle. Featuring the first single 
“Crazy Bitch”, which has created quite a 


stir due to the heavy internet buzz on it. 


CHEMICAL CITY 


Sam Roberts and his band deliver their 
much anticipated sophomore album 
“Chemical City” featuring the hit single 
“The Gate”. Recorded over the past year 

mou. Australia and Montreal, 
Chemical City follows up their hugely 
successful debut “We Were Born In A 
Flame” which spawned hits like 
“Brother Down”, “Hard Road” and 
“Don't Walk Away Eileen”. Behind them is 
a 3 year rock ride that boosted a Montreal 
indy rocker to a new level, landing 3 
number one Canadian singles, playing Live 
8 and winning three Juno Awards. 


On sale for ESPAI) or less! 


„isten to them for yourself at HMV! 


give x 


the ES gift card 


SHOW YOUR BONES 


Nick Zinner, Brian Chase and Karen 0 
return with a bang! "Show Your Bones" 
is the much anticipated follow up to the 
Grammy nominated, US Gold album and 
near gold Canadian album début "Fever 
To Tell. "Show Your Bones" features 11 

powerful yet emotional rock anthems that 
will knock you off your feet including 
the first single "Gold Lion". This is their 
moment - this is their masterpiece! 
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